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Abstract 
Contemporary studies of media's influence on collective memory suggest that people 
of different social spheres acquire most of the information or knowledge about 
historical events through the media. The media is powerful in producing instant 
memory and framing remembrance as a result of their technological advantage over 
other mnemonic agents. Studies in the areas of agenda setting, framing and priming 
suggest media representations of important events often determine how people 
remember and evaluate the events. There is also a tendency among people to 
perceive media reports as a reflection of reality. Mass media have increasingly been 
a major social institution in which the past is stored and categorized. Recent 
scholarship has however problematized the past by highlighting the fact that it is 
subjective and mutable. 
The June 4 Incident, a critical but ambivalent event that constitutes the collective 
memory of Hong Kong, is used to interrogate the role that media is playing in the 
construction of collective memory. Treating media representations of the 
anniversaries and the commemorations of the bicident as a mediated collective 
memory, this research probes how June 4 is being remembered and retold by two 
major Hong Kong newspapers. The concepts of memory and identity are applied to 
examine the media representations. 
Media narratives and evaluation of the Incident have changed over the last decade. 
Analysis shows the mediated past is a product of a complex interplay ofprofessional, 
political and economical forces. These forces not only shape media representations 


















Chapter 1 : Introduction 
1.1 Overview 
A full decade ago the People's Liberation Army rolled its tanks and troops into the 
Tiananmen Square, opening fire to crush students and workers campaigning for 
political reform and an end to official corruption. Thanks in part to the power of 
modem media the 1989 Tiananmen prodemocracy movement and its bloody ending 
became well known to the world. Tiananmen is cited so frequently and in such 
varying contexts that it became forever a name of infamy and June Fourth (liusi) a 
date to moum the dead. 
Maurice Halbwachs suggested that collective memories are shared memories of 
societal-events, especially extreme, intense events that have led to important 
institutional changes (1992). Hong Kong rendered enormous material and moral 
support to the pro-democracy movement in various forms during 1989. It was 
reported that more than one million Hong Kong people, one-sixth of the Hong Kong 
population, took to the streets and protested against the Chinese government's action. 
The bloody crackdown ofthe movement on June 4 1989 had a major transformative 
effect on Hong Kong politics. It aroused interest in Chinese affairs that in tum 
reinforced a sense of Chineseness in many Hong Kong people. It reinforced the 
oppressive image of the Chinese government and nurtured deeper anti-Communist 
sentiment among Hong Kong people. For those who have lived through the 1990s, 
June 4 is one of the most important constituents of the collective memories and 
resources for identity formation. 
According to the official history of China, the mass movement never happened. 
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Instead there was only a "counter revolutionary rebellion" instigated by a handful of 
"hooligans" in 1989. The authorities have honored soldiers who died during the 
repression of June by calling them "revolutionary martyrs". The students and 
ordinary citizens killed in Beijing may not be moumed publicly. On the first 
anniversary of the June 4 massacre, in fact even to wear white or black, the color of 
Chinese and westem mouming, was forbidden. Over the years, the central 
government, cracking down hard on potential dissidents, has blocked all efforts inside 
China to commemorate June 4，1989. Remembrance of the dead is crushed under 
the weight of officially mandated amnesia (Schwartz, 1982). As commented by a 
former Beijing University student, "I know now that the government has won. The 
memories have been erased, the younger generation has been brainwashed. History 
is all about selected memories. Mao knew about that. As his portrait gazes 
benignly from the Gate ofHeavenly Peace, the incident known as Tiananmen is being 
reconstructed.，，！ 
The concept of "brainwash" is aknost inconceivable for those who believed in the 
autonomy of audiences in decoding messages. However in countries like China 
where freedoms of speech and information are tightly griped by the authorities, 
manipulation of memories is still possible. But how about in societies like Hong 
Kong where there are freedom of the press, freedom of information and modem 
technology that enable efficient communication? 
Over the past ten years the anniversaries of the June 4 crackdown have been well 
commemorated with thousands of people taking part in the memorial events. 
Nevertheless, as China is becoming more powerful during the political transition, 
1 Fang, Lulu "My Life Change Forever" Asiaweek, June 4，1999 
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Hong Kong people sense the danger of losing its past. As the years pass, mnemonic 
communities trying to keep the incident a buming memory and a rallying cause are 
receiving less support. The passage of time, compassion fatigue and a sense of 
futility are believed to be the reasons ofreduced size and fervor of remembrance 
ceremonies. But does it mean that Hong Kong has forgotten the tragedy? 
Ten years after the crackdown, the media friendly Premier Zhu Rongji was asked by 
the press if there was anything the authorities will do to pacify the victims ofJune 4. 
The Premierjoked, "Thanks for reminding me, I've forgotten." Certainly many 
political leaders recognize that the mobilization or immobilization ofmemory is often 
a vital political resource. Defying his remarks, more than 70,000 Hong Kong people 
participated in the annual candle light vigil in the evening to moum the victims and 
pledged to fight for democracy in China. But can commemoration evoke memory? 
Ifthe answer is yes then what memory does it evoke? 
So far there is no systematic study ofhow Hong Kong people remember a critical 
event. The only continuous opinion surveys conducted by the Social Science 
Research Center ofthe University ofHong Kong become the most important 
thermometer of the changing remembrance. Results of the survey on people's 
opinion on the June 4 ticident indicate that people's attitudes towards June 4 are 
changing. Fewer respondents disapprove the Chinese government but more claim 
they are not sure and decline to judge the movement. Changing opinions of the 
people indicates how the movement is being remembered here in Hong Kong but 
what constitutes the changes is not fully understood. 
This thesis offers one way ofprobing such changes by a longitudinal study ofmedia 
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representations of the event. In other words the media representations of the event 
are treated as if they also provide a collective memory of the June 4 Incident. On 
the surface, there are great differences between media representations and the 
collective memory of the event. Nevertheless collective memory of the event is 
closely related to the power of the modem media. It was the very first time that 
Hong Kong people had witnessed how a major political movement unfolded in the 
Chinese capital. Contemporary studies of media's influence on collective memory 
suggest that people of different social spheres acquire most of the information or 
knowledge about historical events through the media. The media are powerful in 
producing instant memory and framing remembrance as a result of their technological 
advantage over other mnemonic agents. Studies in the areas of agenda setting, 
framing and priming show that the major impact of the media is on how people 
remember and evaluate the events. There is also a tendency among people to 
perceive media reports as a reflection of reality. 
Knowledge ofthe past, generally referred to as memory, is mutable, opportunistic and 
selective. The media are sites of mnemonic struggle where conflicting mnemonic 
groups compete to make alternative versions of the past available. While the 
mnemonic groups of the June 4 Incident insist to remind the people of the massacre, 
counter mnemonic groups try to obscure the memory of it. The media also become 
agents that take part in the memory dispute. In Hong Kong, efforts to blur the 
memory of the June 4 Incident are received differently by the media. While some 
journalists criticized attempts to demobilize memory of the past, many newspapers 
supported the demobilization. A decade after the bloody crackdown, newspapers 
that had been sympathetic with the 1989 pro-democracy movement asked their 
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readers to “put sorrow behind，，？ These newspapers side with the Chinese 
government and try to convince the public that recollection ofthe past is meaningless. 
As Thelen notes, “ The struggle for possession and interpretation ofmemory is rooted 
in the conflict and interplay among social, political, and cultural interests. • .’，（1989， 
quoted in Olick and Robbins 1998). It is clear that states and politicians regularly 
use the past for political ends. But how about the media? Previous researches have 
shown that the media are inclined to promote commemorative ceremonies to serve 
professional and functional needs. While these ceremonies would enhance social 
cohesiveness and solidarity, the media received legitimacy as the major agent of 
meaning (Peri, 1999). At a theoretical level, an examination ofthe media's coverage 
of the social practice ofcommemoration and the media's commemoration ofthe 
Incident, should provide us with some insights into the collective mentality ofthe 
Hong Kong people. 
1.2 Research Objective: 
June 4 is a distinctive event both in the realms of identity-formation and realms of 
memory. On one hand it had helped Hong Kong people stick together as a 
community that demand rule oflaw, human rights and civil liberties to protect the 
group against the incoming regime.. However the memory of the bicident is also 
considered as a major impediment to the China-Hong Kong relations especially when 
China resumed sovereignty in 1997. 
2 “ We should put sorrow behind us", Ming Pao, June 4，1997. 
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Studies using June 4 as a case to explore the impact of national interest or 
organizational interest on media content have been plentiful (e.g. Lee,1995; He, 1996; 
Friedland and Zhong, 1996), but analysis of the media's role in the construction and 
reconstruction of the memories ofthe Incident is rare. The primary goal ofthe 
present study is to explore how Hong Kong media remember and retell the story of 
the June 4 Incident. 
This thesis will examine newspaper coverage of the June 4 commemoration from 
1989 to 1999，a period during which Hong Kong underwent significant political 
changes. Through a discourse analysis of news and in-depth interviews with 
journalists this research attempts to answer the following questions: First, has the 
media's remembrance ofthe June 4 Incident changed? Second, ifthere are any 
changes, what are the factors that bring forth these changes? Answers to the above 
questions will be useful in understanding the collective memory ofthe June 4 
Incident. 
This paper probes four areas of concern: 
First, what are the initial frames of remembrance of the June 4 Incident? By reviewing 
initial coverage ofthe June 4 bicident and voluminous past researches this thesis will 
document initial media frames of the June 4 Incident. The study will analyze media's 
construction of the major players involved in the Incident, including the Beijing 
students, the Chinese government and Hong Kong people. 
Second, in what ways have the initial frames of the June 4 Incident been transformed 
over the last ten years? This research examines anniversaries and the activities of 
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commemoration, which focus the public's attention on the past. News coverage of 
the June 4 commemoration over the last ten years will be reviewed. The news 
coverage of four anniversaries, the first, the fifth and eighth and the tenth 
anniversaries, which assumed special public and media attention will be analyzed in 
detail. The first anniversary (1990)，the fifth anniversary (1994)，and the tenth 
anniversary (1999) are selected for their conventional significance. The eighth 
anniversary in 1997 is chosen since it took place right before the handover of Hong 
Kong. 
News articles and commentaries are analyzed to identify major themes in news 
narratives of the June 4 Incident and the images of the major players. Media 
treatment of the commemorative project and representations of the key actors in 
different political contexts would be compared. 
Third, what are the socio-political contexts in which reminiscences of the past change? 
More specifically, this research asks in what ways are the changes in political power 
structure connected to the mediated memory of the June 4 ticident. Do the media 
evaluate the event and the major players differently under different political 
situations? 
Fourth, what roles have the media played in shaping and reshaping the collective 
memories of June 4? This research will interviewjoumalists and ask what roles 
have the journalists, as an interpretive community, played in the construction of 
collective memories. 
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Theoretically, the aim of the present research is to articulate how the media represent 
the past and construct versions ofhistoric events when talking about them. Recent 
studies of media and collective memory have shown that the media are important as 
mnemonic sites as well as the agents of commemoration. The retelling of the past is 
also seen as journalists' response to their professional needs. This study however 
views the construction of collective memory as the interplay of professional needs of 
the journalists as well as changes in socio-political context. 
1.3 Conceptualization 
1.3.1 Collective Memory and Media Representations 
Collective memory is an important concept of this research. Maurice Halbwachs 
who originated the theory ofcollective memory stresses the social and constructive 
nature of memory. His approach suggests that social processes are essential to 
memory. According to Halbwachs, memory is social as individuals acquire their 
memories in society and it is also in society that they recall, recognize, and localize 
their memories. Memory is social as people share the memories as a collective 
(1992). Collective memory is generally understood as a shared image of the past, 
not simply an accumulation of individual memories. It is not located in the minds of 
individuals, but in the resources they share (Irwin-Zarecka, 1994). More importantly, 
this image ofthe past is a living rather than a static image. Changes in our 
knowledge ofthe past correspond to changing organizational needs and 
transformation of society (Schwartz 1982). In other words, it changes to serve 
present purposes, needs and interests. 
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Over time there are so many happenings in the society but not everything will be 
stored and remembered. To be retained in the collective memory the events must be 
seen as critical or salient to people's present lives. Many scholars claim that critical 
events are those seem to be a turning point, the beginning of a sequence of other 
activities. The June 4 Incident, as discussed above would certainly qualify as one of 
the critical events that anchored in the collective memories ofHong Kong. 
Although events are building blocks ofcollective memories, the memories of the 
events follow the events themselves and they are subjective in nature. With a 
definite beginning and a definite end, the event has a certain objective reality and 
some facts of the event can be empirically verified. The facts of the event remain 
unchanged but interpretation of the event in the collective memory can change. As 
new information pertaining to the original event emerges or new events occur people 
will evaluate the event differently. 
The maintenance of the collective memory depends heavily on communication and 
the mass media become one of the dominant social institutions in which the past is 
stored and categorized 0S[eurone and Wartella, 1989). Communication enables 
collective memory of the past to be passed from generation to generation and be 
shared by members of the society. Nevertheless the mass media are also sites ofthe 
contest of collective memories. Different mnemonic groups would put forward their 
versions of the past in the media. Moreover, past studies also indicate that the media 
are also agents ofthe mnemonic struggle. Journalists play an important role in 
shaping our knowledge of the past and they use the past for different purposes ranging 
from operational to professional needs (Schudson 1992, Zelizer 1992). The work of 
memory is also embedded in complex power relations. For example, Eric Ma (1999) 
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suggests that construction of the past is subject to political and economic constraints 
within and beyond the media organizations. In a study of the anti-war movement 
Beamish, Molotch & Flacks (1995) argue that media conventions, such as preferences 
for elites and officials as news sources have reconstructed anti-war protestors as a 
negative force and hence remade the memory of the anti-war movement. 
Based on these ideas, collective memory is conceptualized in this study as a system of 
language, images, values and ideas developed and used by the media to stand for the 
knowledge of the past. It is not the intention of this research to chart the mental 
terrain ofHong Kong people but it will throw light on how a historical event is 
represented in the media and the ways that people are guided to recall and renarrate 
the past. 
1.3.2 Media Framing and Collective Memory 
Mass media are powerful in constructing social reality "by framing images of 
reality. •. in a predictable and patterned way" (McQuail, 1994. P.331). In her 
analysis ofnews, Gaye Tuchman(1978) uses "frame" as a mediating concept between 
the social production of meaning, the producers of meaning and the reception of 
meaning? Media actively set the frame of reference that readers or viewers use to 
interpret and discuss public events. On the same basis the media are also able to set 
the frame of public memory. 
3 Tuclman identified three levels of framing: first, the framing of events in everyday experience (social 
frameworks), second, the selection of those events by newsmakers and their reworking into other 
frames, and third, the public character of the frames. 
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The notion of framing is also useful in illuminating the process of collective memory. 
Borrowing from Erving Goffman's approach to social situations as well as "texts", 
Irwin-Zarecka (1994) argues that framing is useful in understanding "the powers 
inherent in public articulation ofcollective memory to influence the private making of 
sense"(p.4). Framing can be an explicit or a subtle process and framing devices 
provide the structure to both the contents of the past and the forms ofremembrance. 
There are frames that can define the status of a particular text and the kind ofreading 
it is to receive but the process is not static. A whole range of intermediaries can be 
involved and make reinterpretation of the past possible. The emergence ofnew 
frames is the opportunity for the analysis ofthe dynamics ofcollective memory. 
The present study treats media discourse ofthe June 4 Incident as the major 
component of the collective memory. According to Gamson and Modigliani the 
media discourse is seen as part ofthe process by which individuals construct meaning, 
and public opinion is part ofthe process by whichjoumalists ... develop and 
crystallize meaning in public discourse (1989). Applying discourse analysis to the 
media coverage of the June 4 Incident anniversaries, this study examine how the past 
is made to matter. 
1.4 Organization ofthe Thesis 
This thesis is organized as follows: Chapter 1 outlines the objectives and significance 
of the study. It also conceptualizes the research topic. Chapter 2 is a review of 
literature aiming at presenting related theoretical perspectives and past relevant 
researches. Chapter 3 introduces the methodology applied in this study. Chapter 4 
examines initial media frames ofthe memory ofthe June 4 Incident. Findings are 
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presented in Chapter 5 to Chapter 8. Chapter 5 refers to the first anniversary of the 
June 4 ticident in 1990，which is considered as a reference to chart transformation of 
the memory of the June 4 bicident. Chapter 6 is an account ofthe commemoration 
of the June 4 Lmcident in 1994，i.e. the fifth anniversary. Chapter 7 and 8 report 
findings about the anniversaries in 1997 and 1999 respectively. The anniversary in 
1997 is the last one before the handover ofHong Kong. It owes special significance 
as it indicates how the June 4 kicident is commemorated which also marked the retum 
ofHong Kong to China soverrignty. Chapter 8 discusses the commemoration of 
June 4 on the tenth anniversary. Finally, a conclusion is given in Chapter 9. This 
chapter elaborates on the interplay between collective memories and socio-political 
changes in Hong Kong. It also includes a summary ofthe findings and the 
theoretical perspectives involved. 
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Chapter 2: Communication and Collective Memory 
2.1 Overview 
Treating media representations of the June 4 commemoration, as ifthey provide us 
with a collective memory of the Incident, there are two areas ofresearch that are 
important for this study. The first area is the study of collective memory (or social 
memory), especially those from a communicative perspective. The second area is the 
study ofthe media representation of public and political events. 
Scholars from various disciplines have shown great interest in studying the memory 
ofthe society. Some term it as social memory and many more who stress the 
collective nature and call it collective memory. Since the early 80's there is 
substantial work on memories and scholars have approached it from sociology, 
literary criticism, anthropology, psychology, art history, political science and 
communication among other disciplines. Some scholars treat social memory as a 
sub-field of the sociology of knowledge. Swidler & Arditi (1994) suggest that 
"studies ofcollective or social memory ask how social groups retain, alter, or 
reappropriate social knowledge." 
The fundamental issue underlying the study ofthe social past is how it has been 
constructed or appropriated in order to serve current social attitudes and needs. 
Other scholars have great concern in analyzing those factors that allow certain social 
events to be either retained or lost as part ofthe memory ofthe society, bi Olick and 
Robbins’ words, this is a "non-paradigmatic, transdisciplinary, centerless enterprise" 
(Olick and Robbins, 1998). 
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This review begins with an overview of the research tradition ofcollective memory, 
reviewing major directions of the field. It will proceed to examine discussions ofthe 
processes of social remembering and forgetting: with special attention to the 
contestation ofmemory; factors and processes that lead to the retention or alternation 
of social memory. Finally it will review the literature that approach social memory 
from a communicative perspective. It may be a cliche to say that "news is the first 
chapter ofhistory" but it is difficult to deny the fact that news media has played an 
extremely important role in determining what is remembered in history and how it is 
remembered. It is particularly true for those who did not experience an event directly 
and must rely on the media for information about it. 
2.2 What is Collective Memory? 
Memory is often subject to a wide spectrum of scholarly and popular debate since the 
ancient time. Psychologists are among those who first showed a keen interest in 
how human beings remember and forget. The issue of memory has been seen as the 
property of an individual. In some cases psychologists extended the scope to include 
the influence of"contexf' on what people remember. Modem psychologist Barlett 
(1932) who attributes decisive importance to group dynamics in individual 
remembering is often credited as the first to attend to the social dimensions of 
memory. However, the social is often treated as situational to or facilitative of, a 
person's memory (Middleton and Edwards, 1990). 
In contrast to the assumption that memory resides in the individual Maurice 
Halbwachs (1992) questioned the assumption and contended that all memories were 
formed and organized within a collective context. “ [I]t is in society that people 
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normally acquire their memories. It is also in society that they recall, recognize, and 
localize their memories" (Halbwachs 1992, p.38). He asserted that changes in our 
knowledge of the past correspond to changing organizational needs and 
transformation of society. Most of the conceptions of collective memory stress that 
the collective memory is a shared image, not simply an accumulations of individual 
memories, (e.g. Schudson, 1992; Lang & Lang，1989 and Schwartz, 1982 ). 
Variously called popular memory, collective memory, public memory and social 
memory there is no unitary terminology for the field. John Neurone (1989) offers a 
preliminary definition: "A social memory is an artificial recollection ofsome 
experiences by some groups, institutions, or individuals in society organized 
according to recognizable scripts and having a moral dimension." According to Barry 
Schwartz collective memory is a metaphor that formulates society's retention and loss 
ofinformation about its past in the familiar terms of individual remembering and 
forgetting' (Edy, 1999). 
Hi this thesis collective memory refers to "recollections that are instantiated beyond 
the individual by and for the collective" (Zelizer, 1995). Although there is lack of 
agreement on the terminology, scholars agree that memories help us make sense of 
the world we live in. The ways that the memory processes operate within specific 
social institutions capture the attention of the academia. The creation, maintenance 
and distortions ofsocial memories are the key areas of contemporary discussions (e.g. 
Middleton &Edwards 1990，Pennebaker 1997，Olick and Robbins 1998) while issues 
ofpower, stratification and contestation are central to the debate. There are concerns 
to examine how people collectively constitute and 'function as integrated memory 
systems' which is reflected in discussions of the social and relational dynamics of 
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remembering together. The social practice of commemoration is another focal point. 
Commemoration identifies those events and individuals a society considers 
memorable as well as revitalizes those events and individuals in the collective 
consciousness (Thomas, 1999). The joint reconstruction of the past and the general 
process of commemoration provide the framework within which people "leam what 
to remember and what it is to remember as part of a social enterprise" (Middelton and 
Edwards 1990, p.8). The rhetorical organization of*emembering and forgetting is 
another emergent theme. The "truth" of the past is always at issue and the rhetorical 
organization ofmemory provides clues to the social institutional context within which 
the orthodoxy of the past is challenged. 
In a review of development in contemporary memory studies Zelizer (1995) suggests 
six basic premises for the field: 
1. Collective memory is processuah Collective memory is considered as a process 
continually evolving across many points in time and space. People constantly 
transform the recollections they produced. 
2. Collective memory is unpredictable: Collective memory is not necessarily linear, 
logical or rational. It can take on any of these characteristics but it does not 
depend on any ofthem for its constitution. 
3. Collective memory is partial: It is impossible that one single memory contains all 
that we know, or could know about any given event, personality or issue. 
4. Collective memory is usable: Collective memory has social, political and cultural 
functions, i.) Socially, memory can be used to shape belonging, exclusivity, social 
order, and community. Remembering helps communities stick together in certain 
ways and segregate from the others, ii) Politically, collective memory is important 
for the establishment and maintenance of political identity. In other words, 
16 
collective memory is a function of power and a reflection ofthe ways in which 
power has historically assigned, 
iii) Culturally, collective memory is considered as a meaning-making activity. It 
impacts upon and is impacted by other surrounding structures for meaning-making. 
5. Collective memory is both particular and universal: Collective memories can be 
simultaneously particularistic and universal. The same memory can act as a 
particuiar representation of the past for certain groups while taking on a universal 
significance for others. For example, the photograph showing an unknown young 
man standing in front of a line of tanks has come to symbolize the courage against 
repression. 
6. Collective memory is material: Collective memory is external to the human body 
and embodied in different cultural forms such as monuments, diaries, fashion 
trends, narratives about the past, even the routines we structure our day. Media 
technology has enabled its role in both the transmission and the storage ofmemory. 
2.2.1 Dynamics of Collective Memory 
Memory ofthe past is not fixed, but is constantly being constructed and reconstructed 
with a variety of interests and constraints intervening in the process. Paraphrasing 
Schwartz (1991) there are two theoretical approaches to the construction ofcollective 
memory: (1) The Constructionist Approach - the past is conceptualized as a social 
construction shaped by the concerns and needs ofthe present. (2) The Continuity 
Approach - the past shapes our understanding of the present, as every society requires 
a sense ofcontinuity with the past, which is maintained by its enduring memories. 
(1) The Constructionist Approach: Maurice Halbwachs argues that our understanding 
of the past is always instrumental to the solution of the present problems, 
specifically maintaining present beliefs and values. Ifpart of the past is forgotten it 
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is because the group that created the corresponding memories has disappeared. 
In other words the conception of the past is totally defined by current conditions 
and there is no objectivity in events, nothing in history which transcends the 
peculiarities of the present (Schwartz 1982). Many studies are taking this approach 
to social memory and set forth an "atemporal concept of collective memory that 
relate things remembered to the beliefs, aspirations, and fears ofthe here and now" 
(Schwartz 1982，p.222). 
(2) The Continuity Approach - This approach to social memory emphasizes the 
continuities in our perception of the past and the way these perceptions are 
maintained in the face of social change. According to philosopher George 
Herbert Mead, society reconstructs the past by redefining the meaning of past 
events in such a way that they have meaning and utility for the present. Therefore 
when a society is confronted with new problems that disrupt the meaningful 
events，the past must be rewritten to repair this discontinuity (Johnson, 1995). 
While researchers like Halbwachs and Mead approached collective memory from a 
fUnctional or utility perspective other scholars argue that events remain in the 
collective memory because they are relevant to the present. By comparing the 
imag^ of George Washington before and after the American Civil War Scharwtz 
(1991) argues that "the primary condition for the endurance of traditional 
constructions is always the endurance of the social realities they symbolize", (p.233) 
Although collective memory is not immutable many scholars argued that memory is 
also resistant to changes. Both Schudson and Schwartz find the past to be neither 
precarious nor immutable. According to Schwartz's study of the remembrance of 
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George Washington the past is "a stable image" but "new elements are intermittently 
superimposed." Schwartz is critical of the assumption that collective memory 
undergoes basic revision as new values and social structures replace the old as 
followers of the constructionist approach believed. According to Schwartz they fail to 
see that the same present can sustain different memories and that different presents 
can sustain the same memory (Schwartz, 1991). 
Schudson (1989,1992) contends that the past is often being retold in order to 
legitimate present interest but reconstruction of the past is not at free will. The control 
over the past is often disputed and reconstruction of the past is constrained by three 
factors: the structure of available past, the structure of individual choices and the 
conflicts about the past among a multitude of mutually aware individual or groups. 
"The present shapes our understanding of the past, yes. But this is half the truth, 
at best, and a particularly cynical truth, at that. It is the other half of the truth I 
call attention to here that the past shapes the present, even when the most powerful 
people and classes and institutions least want it to." (Schudson 1989，p.ll3) 
Schudson and Schwartz argue that collective memory is processual and 
transformative in nature. However both ofthem did not go into the details of the 
dynamics ofmemory transformation. Societal change is one of the factors that 
affects the reconstruction of memory but the process ofhow the so-called “new 
elements" are being "superimposed" on the social memory is unclear. The process 
deserves further exploration in order to bring about a better understanding ofhow 
collective memory is reshaped over time. 
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2.3 Collective Memory and Social Changes 
Scharwtz (1991) observes what a society remembers and forgets requires an account 
in terms of social or societal structures. With regard to the changing reputation of 
Abraham Lincoln prior to and after his death, Schwartz notes that his image was 
bolstered by a shifting national sentiment that believed in the common man rising to 
lead the people. 
Reconstruction of memory is also connected to the issue of identity from a social 
psychology perspective. In a discussion of the relationship of the two, John Gills 
(1994) suggests that concerted forgettings are important for new memories of the past. 
He argues that many new nations, for example in the case ofboth the French and 
American revolutions, feel strongly about the need to break with the past. Therefore, 
revolutionaries on both sides of the Atlantic "created a cult of new beginings and, 
with it, a whole set of memory practices and sites". 
After the Second World War many nations began to alter their memories of it. The 
Germans and the Japanese were encouraged to forget their militaristic past. For 
example the Germans were forbidden to build military cemeteries until the 1950s. The 
retelling of the World War II in Japanese history textbook has always been a subject 
of debate within and without Japan. In China, the communist government is more 
blatant in manipulating memories, such as "touching up" official photographs - or to 
"erase" some disgraceful figures from historic pictures. The memory of the June 4 
Licident is also suppressed by forbidding public commemoration or discussion. 
There are competing versions ofthe past and the reshaping ofcollective memory 
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often arises from the needs of social groups. Important memories help social groups 
to define themselves, understand the world and structure their motivation. 
Baumeister and Hastings (1997) argue that group memory however can be 
manipulated for the sake of collective self-deception. They argue that the purpose of 
systematic distortions of group memories is to maintain a positive image of the groups. 
Sometimes these distortions are initiated in a deliberate, intentional fashion and other 
times result from efforts to fumish a truthful account. 
. • •.... 
According to Baumister and Hastings there are a few strategies ofmemory distortion: 
1. Selective omission - Events that make one's social group look bad are often 
ignored or expunged from its memory. It may also occur when values change. 
2. Fabrication _ Affirming something that did not happen. 
3. Exaggeration and embellishment - To take some shreds ofhistorical truth and blow 
them up. One of the common tactics is the exaggeration of the importance and 
positivity of the deeds of their ancestors. 
4. Linking versus detaching - Focusing on a particular cause of the event and ignoring 
the others. As a result the interpretation of the past event is severely biased. 
5. Blaming the enemy 一 Focusing on actual or presumptive misdeeds by one's 
enemies or opponents. The misdeeds ofthe group are thusminimized as mere 
responses to the enemy. 
6. Blaming circumstances - Pointing to external circumstances to minimize one's 
responsibility for the suffering of the others. 
7. Contextualframing 一 By choosing which casual nexus to emphasize, people make 
the memory serve the group's image as they cast an event in a particular context. 
In the present study the reshaping of the social memory ofJune 4 is discussed in 
connection with the emerging Hoiig Kong identity. Burgeoning studies concerning 
Hong Kong identity during the last few years of the political transition indicated that 
the political identity ofHong Kong people is quite established. But the cultural 
identity ofHong Kong is still something unsettled (Ma & Fung，1999). Hong Kong 
people have always been ambivalent: broadly speaking, there was no strong objection 
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to China's resumption of sovereignty over Hong Kong but Hong Kong people are 
highly skeptical to Communist rule. The memory of June 4 is a "political glue" for 
Hong Kong people as it raised awareness of Chinese affairs and the people's Chinese 
identity. However, it is also a major obstacle to the "reunification" with the 
motherland as the memory of the incident serves as a reminder ofthe oppressive 
nature of the Chinese government. The June 4 Licident is a traumatic memory and it 
is important as it vividly underlines the ambivalent nature of the so-called Hong Kong 
identity. The need ofHong Kong people to become acquiesce with the new identity 
may determine how the memory ofJune 4 is being reshaped. 
2.4 Collective Memory and Political Changes 
Studies of collective memory often consider it a reflection ofthe ways in which power 
has historically been assigned and power struggle often intrudes upon memory work 
(Zelizer, 1995). In the last decade, the handover ofHong Kong is the huge 
b^?^Vdrop against which social changes unfolded in the city. Political power 
structure in which the media system operates is crucial in understanding how the 
retelling of the past works. 
Scholars such as Gitlin (1980) and Gans (1979) have treated media as an integral part 
of the power structure and regular interactions allow the powerful media either to 
directly oppose other powers in the political realms or to team up with them to attain 
certain end. In a literature review on power and the media, Chan and Lee (1991) 
write, "News is an exercise ofpower over the interpretation of reality, and thus favors 
the power centers that holds a dominant position in the authority relations." They 
maintain that mass media reflect unevenly the perspectives of the power structure and 
22 
thus react unevenly to the changing power relations in society. In their analysis of 
the impact of June 4 (Tiananamen) on thejoumalistic paradigm, Chan and Lee 
observe that the press revolted against Beijing and the incident marked a decisive but 
temporary departure from the newly constituted press paradigms which lend 
acquiescence to the incoming political power. Q).116) 
There are a number of other studies focusing on June 4 and the media (e.g. Lee and 
Yang, 1995; Friedland & Zhong，1996) that discuss how the media first represented 
June 4. These studies are important in outlining how the event first entered public 
memory, however, none answers the question ofhow the event is being retold by the 
media. 
2.4 Mass Media and Collective Memory 
Mass media have increasingly been a major social institution in which the past is 
stored and categorized. Edy (1999) used the term "media reminders，，to denote 
media's role in constructing social memory. The media are different from other 
reminders such as museums, statues and other commemorative objects in several 
ways. The media, especially news media that tend to dramatize in storytelling may 
encourage personal and emotional connections with the past; the media also remind 
the society more or less at once and in modem days mass media are relatively difficult 
to ignore. 
It is not necessary that every political event will translate into social memory or 
collective memory. According to Lang and Lang (1989) there are three categorical 
distinctions between the actual event and the collective memory ofthat event: 1. Its 
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time frame 2. The way each is communicated or experienced 3. The production vs. 
the reproduction of the event. 
1. Its time frame: While the event has an identifiable beginning and end the collective 
memory of that event lacks obvious boundaries. The event itselfis also unaltered 
by any connection that participants may make between any happening and any 
other past present and future events. By contrast, new elements are constantly 
assimilated and anything no longer of use will be discarded in an ongoing revision. 
2. The event is directly experienced and retained as personal recollection, whereas the 
knowledge of the event by other contemporaries not present comes only through 
communication. 
3. Participants produce the event; the reality that survives the event is the reproduction 
with all kinds of inaccuracies. 
According to Paez, Basabe and Gonzalez (1995) those events that are commemorated, 
emotionally laden and novel are more likely to enter in the collective memory. In 
other words, the creation and maintenance of a collective or social memory is a 
dynamic social and psychological process involving the ongoing talking and thinking 
about the event by the affected members ofthe society or culture. The interaction 
process is critical to the organization and assimilation of the event in the form o f a 
collective narrative. Media thus play an important role in the maintenance of the 
social memory at many levels: the media remind the public ofthe past, to make 
people think about an event, the media also constitute a sphere for the public to 
discuss or refashion the event. 
There are also different approaches to the relationship of media and collective 
memories. For example, Dayan & Katz (1992) consider television as producing 
electronic monuments that compete with history writing to frame social memory. Kurt 
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and Gladys Lang (1989) examine the interplay of personal experiences of national 
political events and how these recollections are mediated through the news media. 
Their analyses show that media representations are significant in the creation ofsocial 
memory. 
Michael Schudson (1992) has carefully examined how Watergate entered and 
influenced American collective memory. He argues that Watergate stories are 
preserved in the media as a means of legitimatingjoumalists as storytellers, but that 
the stories are also multi-functional such as being analytical tools for describing later 
government scandals. In a research ofhow the journalists re-narrate the ‘ 
assassination ofKennedy, Babara Zelizer suggests that, "journalists function as an 
interpretive community that authenticates itself through its narratives, and authority 
has cultural dimensions designed to consolidatejoumalists into a cohesive group." 
(1992,p.l97) 
Other studies explain why the past (especially critical, important social or political 
events) is being used by thejoumalists. Lang and Lang suggest thatjoumalists use the 
past “as semantic markers - to make connections, to fit an event into a category, and 
to suggest certain inferences". There are four purposes for the past to be invoked: 
“to delimit an era, as a yard stick, for analogies, and for the short hand explanations or 
1 z^oons it can provide." Based on the mediated memory of the 1965 Watt riots in 
Los Angeles, Jill Edy (1999) suggests thatjoumalists use the collective memory as a 
tool to analyze and dramatize without much concern for its construction and 
maintenance. 
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"In a study of memory the important question is not how accurately a recollection 
fitted some piece of a past reality, but why historical actors constructed their 
memories in a particular way at a particular time." (Thelen, 1989) 
Echoing the words ofThelen, John Nerone and Ellen Wartella (1989) maintain that 
contest occupies the center of all communicative practice invested in retelling the past. 
Although mass media play a significant role in the creation, maintenance and 
reconstruction of collective memory, but a few studies have articulated the process 
systematically. 
In a study of media representations of the anti-war movement Beamish, Molotch & 
Flacks (1995) found that the memory of protestor-troop antagonism during the 
Vietnam War is a product of selective memory and edited past. Anti-war movement 
has been labeled as "anti-troop" not as a result ofactual conflict with the troops that 
happened in the past but a result of the promotion of national security elites. Media 
conventions, such as preferences for elites and officials as news source have 
reconstructed anti-war protestors as a negative force and hence remade the memory of 
the anti-war movement. They speculate that the media are unconscious in the 
proc^ «5S and the "anti-troop" image ofthe anti-war protestors serves the needs of 
national security elites who support a restoration ofU.S. global power. 
In his study ofthe making ofHong Kong Legend, a popular television program 
aiming at fostering a sense of community before the sovereignly change in mid-1997, 
Eric Ma writes, "The production of a televisual past is subject to political and 
economic constraints within and beyond the television organization." The memories 
produced or narrated are characterized by ” the repression of the politically incorrect, 
the exaggeration of economic success, the cover up of depravities, and the 
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sublimation of the extraordinary." (1999) 
Past studies have shown that the media for different reasons retain the past. They also 
play an important role in determining what matters in the collective memory. For 
those who did not experience the event directly the media evoke and interpret the past 
for them. For those who have first hand experience the aspects of the event the 
media choose to highlight influence or challenge their initial recollection. 
The current review of literature shows that academic interests in the media and social 
memory are varied. Some focus on defining the role of mass media in social 
memories, (i.e. how does media maintained and influenced collective memory) while 
others seek to assess the importance of mediated memories on individuals or other 
social, political and cultural practices. 
2.6 Summary 
The literatures reviewed in this chapter provide a basic framework for the present 
study. The past is stored and categorized by the mass media (Gills, 1994). More 
importantly traditions, histories and heritage are de-ritualized and re-contextualized in 
mediated forms (Thompson, 1995/1990). Instead of considering the past as a stable 
and secure refuge, recent scholarship has significantly problematized the past by 
highlighting their subjective and constructive nature. Collective memory is also 
used as an identity resource to foster a sense ofbelonging and security. 
This research deals with a historic past in the form of media representations in a 
decade of rapid social changes (1989-1999). The reconfiguration ofpolitical power 
27 
as the colony reverts to Chinese rule has great impact on the social consciousness of 
Hong Kong. Reunification with the "motherland" in 1997 calls for "re-
nationalization" which may require appropriation of memory of the past. Media 
representations ofthe June 4 Incident anniversaries (media text) are considered as 
monuments ofthe past. In other words by scrutinizing changes in the narratives ofthe 
June 4 anniversary it is possible to understand how the memory ofthe Incident was 
reconstructed to mark the retum ofHong Kong to Chinese sovereignty in 1997. 
Every memory is also a forgetting since it involves a choice of what among a 
multitude ofpossibilities. There are limits to the reconstruction and there is an 
integral part of the past that is resistant to any refashioning. 
Scholars who are interested in the issue of memory emphasized the role ofjoumalists, 
considering them as a group that make use ofthe memory ofthe past to achieve their 
own purpose. Some consider the relationship ofmedia and power relations vital in 
defining the representation of the past. Retelling work however is not only 
constrained by the professional needs but also organizational factors as well as the 
political economy of the media organizations. These are all valuable for the present 
study and this thesis will look into the combined impact ofjoumalistic practices as 
well as contextual influences. 
This research regards the media (orjoumalists) as social actors that help relate social 
changes and collective memory. The role ofmedia in the memory ofJune 4 is 
complicated by the fact that this is notjust an important event for the memory of 
Hong Kong but it is also a critical event for Hong Kongjoumalism. The morale and" 
the self-image ofjoumalists had received a great boost during the 1989 movement. 
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They also enjoyed unprecedented credibility during and after the massacre and the 
public started to become aware of the value of press freedom as a shield to 
Communist intervention. Until now June 4 is still a living memory for many 
journalists and the ways in which they handle the reporting of June 4 become a good 
case to study howjoumalists appropriate various constraints in reshaping the past. 
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Chapter 3: Research Design 
Mass media play an important role in the construction and the maintenance of 
collective memory. The relationship of the two is dialectical: mass media draw on 
critical events (and very often the memories of these events) to produce their contents 
which in tum shape the memories of these events. The major concem of the thesis is 
to explore how the media remember and forget a critical event. This is an exploratory 
study aiming to examine the mechanism and constraints ofthe construction and 
reconstruction of memory. 
This thesis is a detailed case study ofnewspaper coverage ofthe June 4 Incident, a 
critical political event in the history of contemporary China and Hong Kong. By 
analyzing the mediated commemorations in the last decade, this thesis will trace the 
shifting boundaries ofthe memory of the event. Commemoration is important for 
social memory as it focuses both public and media attention on the past. According to 
Edy (1999) only commemorations provide discursive space for direct negotiations 
between varying meaning ofthe past. Building upon this study this paper will focus 
on the "commemoration of June 4" to explore the dynamics ofthe negotiation of 
collective memories. 
Tuming to a textual analysis ofnews coverage ofthe June 4 commemoration from 
1989 to 1999 this thesis aims at answering the following questions: 
1. What are the initial frames of the memory ofthe June 4 Incident? 
2. How do these frames shift over the last ten years? Which elements remain and 
what have been omitted ？ 
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3. What are the factors that account for the shifting boundary ofthe collective 
memory of the June 4 Incident? 
4. What roles do the news media play in the re-framing ofthe collective memory? 
In order to accomplish the tasks above, textual analysis ofnews content and related 
literatures as well as in-depth interviews are used. The following is the essence ofthe 
research design: 
• . “ . • 
3.1 Discourse Analysis ofthe Representations ofJune 4 
This research applies discourse analysis of news stories and editorials as well as 
explicit commentaries to explore how the media recollect June 4 (Fairclough, 1995， 
van Dijk, 1985，1998). According to Fiske, discourse is understood as 'a language 
or system ofrepresentation that has developed socially in order to make and circulate 
a coherent set ofmeanings about a topic area' (quoted in McQuail ;1997) • 
In the first place, this study focuses on news discourse, which constitutes the mediated 
memories ofJune 4. Obviously it is too naiVe to claim the publicly articulated views 
ofthe past are identical to what the society remembers. Individuals are capable of 
ignoring the news and injecting their own meaning into the "text". They are also 
capable of attending to only the part of the past that is relevant to them. However, 
the media are powerful in making certain parts ofthe past more salient and affect the 
people's recollection of the past. 
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Irwin-Zarecka (1994) considers collective memory to be the "reality ofthe past" and 
this reality is constructed and reconstructed by various forces. She argues that the 
concept offrame is useful to understand the dynamics of collective memory for its 
elasticity. Frames establish a particular claim to historical truth together with a 
particular claim to their attention, bispired by Irwana-Zarecka this thesis adopts 
frame analysis (Gamson et. al, 1992; Gamson and Modigliani, 1987, 1989) to analyze 
the media discourse of the June 4 Incident. 
3.1.1 Selection ofText 
There is an avalanche of media reports related to June 4. According to a typology 
developed by Jill Edy (1999) these media reports fell into three basic forms: 1. 
Commemorations; 2. Historical analogies; 3. Historical contexts. These journalistic 
allusions to the past have different implications for the ways ofmemories being 
shaped. 
1. Commemorations: There are two types of commemorations. The first type is 
referred as "amiiversaiy journalism". Journalists report on the commemorative 
events (e.g. June 4 Candle Light Vigil in Victoria Park, March to commemorate 
June 4) and take the opportunity to re-narrate the incident itself. The second type 
is ajmiversary stories about the past event. These stories may be factually 
informative but creates an emotional connection between the past and the present, 
making the readers/audience recall the actual event. 
2. Historical Analogies: Journalists use a past event as a tool to analyze and predict 
the outcome o f a current situation. It is called "lesson ofhistory". Historical 
analogies reported in the media focus on the present and do not provide us with 
much opportunity to reexamine the past due to the demands for simple, 
straightforward and dramatic story telling ofjoumalists. 
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3. Historical Context: Journalists use the past to contextualize the present, which 
means tracing the portions of the past that appear leading up to present circumstances. 
This thesis examines coverage of the June 4 anniversaries in two mainstream 
newspapers from 1989 to 1999. It is difficult to deny that, as a visual medium, 
television has great impact on the collective memory of the June 4 Incident. 
However, newspapers have a complementary function of providing a stock of facts for 
people to recollect an event. 
Two "mainstream" newspapers Ming Pao and Oriental Daily News are chosen for the 
study.i Oriental Daily News commanding the largest circulation in Hong Kong is 
well-known for "yellow journalism". It is well-known for its appeal to 
sensationalism in making news. The circulation of Ming Pao is much smaller but its 
readers' profile is in general "elitist" and "intellectual". It has been renowned for in-
depth and critical coverage of China but in recent years it has been accused of 
accommodating Beijing. The two papers are chosen as both are considered as 
centrist newspapers and they cover a wide spectrum of readers. 
• , . • • • 
Anniversary stories refer to news stories of commemorative activities and stories 
generated for the anniversary day, including retrospectives and special supplements. 
Anniversary stories are chosen as they are more focused on retelling the past and 
linking the past to the present. They are more accessible and the mention or the 
frequency ofexposure of the incident is greatest nearer to the anniversary. 
‘According to Joseph Man Chan and Chin-Chuan Lee (1991) the two newspapers come under the 
same category as "centrist press" or "main stream" newspapers. Their reaction to June 4 was partly 
market-based. As they are both ideologically and organizationally flexible, they are more prone than 
the partisan press to undergo paradigm shifts as the situation dictates. They thrive on market vibrancy 
and owe their primary loyalty to Hong Kong's stability and prosperity. 
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Editorials and explicit commentaries concerning June 4 are also studied carefully. 
Editorials in the press are generally expected to express opinions, which are somehow 
influenced by the ideologies of the media. Opinions ofnewspapers are usually not 
personal, but social, institutional and political. Analysis of editorials is adopted to 
probe the ways they reassign new meanings to the past. 
Books written byjoumalists about June 4 are also studied and analyzed to gain insight 
into how the producers of news texts choose to remember the event. We can see 
what have been left out and what new elements have emerged. 
This study will approach issues of thejoumalists' role in the making of social 
memories by in-depth interviews. Journalists involved in covering June 4 related 
stories are interviewed. The purpose of the depth interviews is to understand which 
groups, power relations and conflicts are involved in the news production process. 
3.2 Data Analysis 
The study period dated from 1989 to 1999. The initial frames ofthe event will be 
analyzed based on a review of previous researches and participant observation of the 
author.2 Commemorative or anniversary stories are crucial data of the study. 
These stories are most frequent nearer to the date of the anniversary (i.e. June 4). This 
study purposively chooses to review newspapers for anniversary stories one week 
before and after the anniversary day. Issues of Oriental Daily News and Ming Pao 
2 The author worked as a televisionjouraalist from 1987 to 1990 and had covered major 
demonstrations and rallies in 1989. 
34 
in the week before June 4 (May 28- June 3) and the week after (June 4 to June 10) 
will be reviewed. All related stories will be reviewed and categorized. 
3.2.1 Frame Analysis 
This study employs a form of frame analysis to deconstruct the media narratives. Each 
story (or piece of commentaries) is used as a unit of observation to capture the text's 
language, themes and sources. 
According to Pan and Kosicki (1993)，"every news story contains a dominant theme 
which functions as the central organizing idea." This dominant theme is the frame of 
the story and frame's formation is determined by four structural dimension ofnews: 
1. syntactic structure; 2. script structure; 3. thematic structure; 4. rhetorical structure. 
Following Pan & Kosicki each story is viewed as a textual conglomerate with a 
primary frame. This frame is a conceptual scheme comprising various observable 
signification devices, such as images, catchphrases, metaphors, depictions and 
exemplars. Tracking similarities and differences ofthese structures over the years 
will allow better understanding ofthe continuity of social memories. 
Analysis of News Articles 
For systematic analysis ofthe memory of June 4 the commemorative stories are 
analyzed in terms of their thematic structure and rhetorical structure. (1) The 
thematic structure of the news stories refers to the basic framework that events, 
sources, and propositions are marshaled to support an argument. (2) the rhetorical 
structure is "the condensing symbols used byjoumalists". (Friedland & Zhong 1996) 
The choices of textual units such as words, images, metaphors and catchphrases as 
well as sources and historical exemplars of each news article are carefully examined. 
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According to Friedland and Zhong, strong symbols resonate with actors, journalists, 
and audiences and may be remembered long after specific factual or narrative 
accounts have been forgotten. 
Analysis of Editorials and Commentaries 
While commemorative stories capture the memory of the event, the editorials and 
commentaries are more ideological and incline to guide the people through their 
recollection of the event. Analysis of editorials and commentaries follows van 
Dijk's methods: Each piece of editorial or commentary is read carefully to determine 
its major theme and sub-themes. The context of the discourse is examined while 
groups, power relations and conflicts involved are analyzed. Both positive and 
negative opinions about the event are included to spell out the presupposed and the 
implied. Last but not the least all the formal structures that represent polarized 
group opinions are analyzed. The protocol of the textual analysis is attached in 
Appendix 2. 
3.2.2 In-depth Interview with Journalists 
Bothjoumalists and activists of the June 4 movement are interviewed to explore the 
ways they formulate the memory of June 4. Eightjoumalists from different ranks 
are interviewed? Some ofthem are currently working for Ming Pao or Oriental 
Daily News while some are ex-staffof the two newspapers. They are chosen for 
interviews as they have been involved in either covering the movement in 1989 or in 
the coverage of anniversary stories over the years. The interviews with journalists 
are semi-structured and probe to discuss with thejoumalists their work routines, their 
3 Interviewee profile attached as Appendix 4. 
36 
practice in making stories pertaining to June 4 and their memories ofJune 4， 
especially the meaning of the Incident to them. Moreover the interviews provide 
insight into the ways their conceptualization of June 4 commemoration as news in a 
different socio-political context. The interviewees are encouraged to do most ofthe 
talking and speak freely about whatever they remembered about June 4. According 
to Neuman, Just and Crigler (1992)，this method is "to elicit information from people" 
in their own voices rather than to rely on the replicability of a structured interview. 
The interviews are tape recorded and transcribed. It should be noted that some 
journalists interviewed insisted on remaining anonymous, as they perceived June 4 as 
a sensitive issue for the news organizations they worked for. 
As the media narratives are also built upon commemorative activities, an interview 
with one ofthe leaders ofthe Alliance in Support of the Pro-Democracy Movement in 
China is conducted. The objective ofthe interview is to supplement knowledge of 
the dynamics between the media and the organizers ofcommemorative activities. 
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Chapter 4: 
Initial Frames of Remembrance of the Tiananmen Events in 1989 
Article 23 
The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region shall enact laws on its own to 
prohibit any act of treason, secession, sedition, subversion against the Central 
People's Government, or theft of state secrets, to prohibit foreign political 
organizations or bodies from conducting political activities in the Region, and to 
prohibit political organizations or bodies of the Region from establishing ties with 
foreign political organizations or bodies.‘ 
4.1 The Structure of the Available Past 
In recent years, especially after the handover ofHong Kong, there has been an outcry 
of collective amnesia. The Tiananmen massacre took place just ten years ago and 
the fading ofJune 4 from the city's memory seems astonishingly fast. Following the 
violent crackdown of protestors, newspapers all over Hong Kong, leftist, rightist or 
centrist, condemned the massacre. Ming Pao compared the brutality of the Chinese 
government and the People's Liberation Army to the Japanese massacre of Chinese in 
Nanjing in 1937, and to the Soviet suppression of uprising in Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia in 1956 and 1968.2 Leftist newspaper, Wen Wei Pao described the 
massacre as "Fascist"Vhile Oriental Daily News proclaimed that the bloodshed had 
awakened the Hong Kong people who should "support our compatriots forever."^ 
1 Chapter 2，Article 23, The Basic Law of the Hong Kong Special Administration Region, promulgated 
on April 4, 1990. 
2 "Ignore Public Opinion, Fear No Bloodshed", editorial, Ming Pao, June 5, 1989. 
3 “ Strongly Condemn Fascist and Bloody Brutality, Condolence to the Victimized Compatriots in 
Beijing", Wen WeiPao, June 5’ 1989. 
4 "Transform Grief and Anger into Energy, Be United to Struggle for Democracy," editorial, Oriental 
Daily News, June 6，1989. 
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On June 5, 1989，Hong Kong unionist, Lee Cheuk Yan was dramatically arrested by 
mainland police when he was about to board a flight chartered by the Hong Kong 
Government to bring back 126 local residents andjoumalists in the face of growing 
unrest in China. He was the first Hong Kong resident arrested under the provision 
of martial law. Legislators stormed the Governor's House and asked Sir David 
Wilson to press for the release ofLee Cheuk Yan, a leader of the newly founded All 
Hong Kong Citizens Alliance in Support of the Chinese Pro-Democracy Movement.^ 
Thousands ofHong Kong people swarmed into Chinese banks across the territory to 
empty their accounts either to protest against the Beijing killings or because they fear 
their money may not be retrieved later.^ After the crackdown, worried of lack of 
food supply from China shoppers went on a panic-buying spree. 
Have all this drama, all this sense of disaster been forgotten? Or should they be 
forgotten? One sixth of the population had taken part in demonstrations against the 
crackdown in 1989. 55,000 families got the right of abode in Britain as a result of 
the crackdown. Many more decided to give up their homes here and immigrate to 
other countries. The British government then decided to increase the pace of 
democratization before the handover of Hong Kong. Highly suspicious of Hong 
Kong's loyalty the Chinese government decided to include Article 23 in the Basic 
Law of the Hong Kong Special Administration Region preventing sedition or treason. 
Whether we remember June 4 is not the most important question. The most interesting 
question is which facet of June 4 we recall and why. 
Mnemonic groups are battling to keep the memories ofthe June 4 Incident alive. 
5 "Democracy Leader Snatched offPlane", The Hong Kong Standard, June 6，1989. 
6 "Thousands Make Run on Chinese Banks", South China Morning Post, June 6，1989. 
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The most powerful group is the Hong Kong Alliance in Support ofPatriotic 
Democratic Movements of China (The Alliance). Constituted ofmore than 200 
organizations the Alliance organizes commemorative events every year. Annual 
memorial activities are gradually accepted as a Hong Kong tradition. 
This chapter is organized into four parts. The first part is an overview and 
background of the historic event. The second part is an analysis of the initial frames 
ofthe event in 1989 and finaiiy I wiii discuss the impact and the role of the media in 
shaping the memory of the June 4 ticident. 
4.2 The 1989 Pro-Democracy Movement in Beijing 
The year 1989 was the year ofcrisis 一 the crisis of communism. During the year, de 
facto insurrections against communist rule occurred in almost every communist 
capital, there was no exception in Beijing. However, the Chinese authorities reacted 
to the insiurectioTi? with a massacre, a bloody crackdown ofprotests by the People's 
Liberation Army. With full international media coverage because of Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev's visit, the images of tanks rolling into Tiananmen 
Square have cracked the optimism of much ofWestem, especially Hong Kong 
thinking about China/ Li Hong Kong, a British colony due to retum to Chinese rule 
in less than eight years, uprisings in Beijing triggered an unprecedented large and 
popular movement in support of the student-led movement in China. The number of 
participants in mid-1989 was also the largest among all social movements in the 
7 Chabners Johnson (1990), “Foreword.” The Broken Mirror, China after Tiananmen, edited by George 
Hicks. U.K.: Longman 
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history of the city.® 
Until then China had been in the forefront of reform~Deng Xiaoping tried to restart 
China's economy without affecting the power ofthe Communist Party. But this 
reform was faced with many problems and the inflation of 1987-89 had cost the 
legitimacy of the Chinese Communist Party. 
One ofthe most serious consequences of urban and institutional reform had been 
extensive corruption at all levels of society and organizations. High ranking officials 
and their families claimed benefit from their positions. Distribution of wealth was 
extremely uneven. While many enterprises took advantage ofthe flexibility derived 
from the reform and generated many benefits for its employees those who relied on 
fixed income found the inflation unbearable. 
As most Hong Kong people often hear, the story of the 1989 pro-democracy 
movement started with the mourning of the death ofHu Yaobang, the outsted 
Communist Party Secretary, who tolerated student protests in 1987. The mouming 
triggered off a pro-democracy movement led by university students and lasted for 56 
days. The death ofHu was hailed by the Beijing students-as-the death of a hero, a 
man who had confronted the might of senior leader Deng Xiaoping in his desire to 
open China and boost education and who was purged for it.^ 
8 Pik Wan Wong (1999) "The Pro-Chinese Democracy Movement in Hong Kong" The Dynamics of 
Social Movement in Hong Kong, edited by Wing Kai Chi and Tai Lok Lui. Hong Kong: Hong Kong 
University Press. 
9 Jane Macartney (1990) “ The Students, Heroes, Pawns or Power-Brokers." The Broken Mirror, China 
after Tiananmen, edited by George Hicks. U.K.: Longman 
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Students at Beijing University put up posters praising the late Party leaders and 
criticizing his conservative opponents. Others laid wreaths in his memory in 
Tiananmen Square. Several thousand students marched in the city center and 
chanted "Hu Yaobang wansui!" ("Long Live Hu Yaobang"); "Minzhu wansui!" 
("Long Live Democracy!，，) "Ziyou wansui!" ("Long Live Freedom"). Among them 
a dozen of students carried a huge white banner with three black Chinese characters in 
a tribute to Hu Yaobang: THE SOUL OF CIHNA, 
In the guise of mouming the students found an opportunity to express their 
dissatisfaction with the government. The demonstrations of students were peaceful 
and orderly. The authorities decided not to use force considering the size and 
coordination of the marches and demonstrations. Student leaders denounced the 
government and called on the Communist Party to accept a list ofseven demands: 
Allowing free speech and a free press, forcing officials to disclose their income and 
assets, allocating more money for education, stamping out corruption, and reversing 
the verdict of dismissing Hu Yaobang. The student movement gradually gained 
broader support from intellectuals and workers. 
However, on 26 April 1989 the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) made its intent clear: 
the People 's Daily carried a major editorial entitled: "Take a Clear-cut Stand Against 
Turmoil". Lnspired by Deng Xiaoping the editorial identified the student movement 
as turmoil, a pre-mediated anti-Party and anti-socialism action, which could not be 
tolerated and must be suppressed immediately. It was only a matter ofhow much 
longer the government would wait before moving to crush this challenge to the 




Reaction from the campuses was defiant and angry. Students decided to stage 
another march the next moming to Tiananmen Square. It was estimated as many as 
150,000 people took part in the march, with a crowd of over half a million cheered 
them along the way. As the demonstration drew to a close, the authorities 
announced their willingness to talk with the demonstrators. However, student 
leaders were frustrated by the lack of meaningful discussion and demanded a direct 
dialogue between the government and party leaders and the Beijing College 
Autonomous Association (BCAA) or they would demonstrate again on May 4，1989.'' 
The demands of the students were rejected and on May 4 there was a mass march of 
the students, joined byjoumalists commemorating the 70^ anniversary ofMay 4， 
1919. After the May 4 march, the students voted to end the boycott and retum to 
classes. But the more progressive leaders decided to press on with action on the 
streets. 
The imminent visit of the Soviet leader Gorbachev offered opportunities for the 
progressive students. Two days before Gorbachev's arrival on May 15,1989, 
student leaders from Beijing Normal University declared a hunger strike in the 
Tiananmen Square. They demanded genuine taUcs on an equal footing with Party 
leaders and official recognition that their movement was "patriotic and democratic", 
which in effect retracting the April 26 People's Daily editorial. 
“Nan Lin (1992) The Struggle for Tiananmen: Anatomy of the 1989 Mass Movement. Westport: Prager 
Publishers. 
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The movement reached its peak during May 16 through May 19. More than 3,000 
students hadjoined the hunger strike and the number of supporters in the square 
continued to grow. The hunger strike and the occupation of the square had disrupted 
the Soviet leader's visit and embarrassed Deng Xiaoping. The student movement was 
becoming a mass movement comprised of students, workers, journalists, intellectuals 
and Beijing citizens. Huge crowds participated in demonstrations and millions of 
people visited hunger strikers and encamped students in the Tiananmen Square. 
Premier Li Peng declared martial law on May 19，1989 and there were rumors of 
crackdown by the military. Martial law took effect at ten o'clock on May 20, 
forbidding marches, demonstrations, strikes or any other "disruptive" activities. 
The authorities stopped students from outside Beijing boarding the trains to Beijing 
and troops were deployed to take over the Tiananmen Square. Furious at the 
government's harsh measure citizens ofBeijing abandoned their usual routines tojoin 
the protest. Huge crowds used every means to stop the convoy of soldiers on the 
outskirts ofBeijing. They either blocked roads or climbed over army trucks and 
appealed to soldiers to change their minds. 
The troops were virtually stalemated but finally they were ordered to march into the 
city in the early hours ofJune 3. Scuffles between troop convoy, civilians and 
students took place throughout the day. The troops opened fire and many civilians 
were killed. Tiananmen Square was secured by the moming of June 4. The Beijing 
city government on June 7 announced that the Beijing College Autonomous 
Association ^BCAA) and Beijing Workers Autonomous Association (BWAA) were 
illegal organizations. It also announced a most-wanted list comprising of the leaders 
ofboth organizations. Over thirty-five people were put to death in the weeks 
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immediately after June 4 and Beijing was enveloped with fear. 
Deng Xiaoping appeared on June 9 to congratulate officers and soldiers for their 
success in carrying out the martial law orders. The government simply denied there 
was any massacre and the People's Liberation Army had used maximum restraint in 
quelling a "counter-revolutionary" rebellion against the state. According to the 
government propaganda it was led by a "tiny handful" of agitators in secret collusion 
with "hostile forces" at home and abroad and the real victims ofthe violence were not 
Beijing citizens but the troops. The government insisted that the troops did not kill 
any one in Tiananmen Square, and that the total death toll did not exceed three 
hundred, the majority were soldiers. Only a handful of students were acknowledged to 
have died. 
4.3 Framing the June 4 Incident in the Hong Kong Context 
bi scholarly analysis of collective memory, critical events are often found to possess 
certain features that enable their anchorage in the memory. The June 4 Licident is a 
distinctive event: it has a beginning, middle and an end. Beginning with the death 
and the mourning ofHu Yaobong，it then tumed out to be a mass movement and 
ended up in a bloodbath. It had the students and Beijing citizens as heroes while the 
Chinese Communist Party leaders and the People's Liberation Army troops played the 
part of villains. There were moments of conflict and high drama, for instance the 
People 's Daily 's severe editorial on April 26, the hunger strike in mid-May, the 
declaration of martial law etc. These were very dramatic incidents and filled with 
tension. 
45 
Unlike other crisis, for example the riot in 1967，the June 4 Incident was, for the 
majority ofHong Kong people, a distant and abstract event. Although some local 
student groups and democracy activists visited the Tiananmen Square in May, the 
participation of the democracy movement in China was primary through mass media. 
When the events unfolded in Beijing, millions watched television news for hours in 
order to get the latest information of the movement. Newspaper circulation surged 
as the demand of latest information was enormous. 
Hong Kong people also experienced it in powerful ways in 1989. Hundreds of 
thousands of people participated in various rallies, demonstrations to show support 
and solidarity with the Beijing students. Thousands ran advertisements in 
newspapers condemning the brutality ofBeijing. For the very first time that so 
many people declared their political stance publicly and most important of all it was 
also the first blatant political movement to condemn the incoming sovereign. 
一 1 • • 
Journalists who covered the 1989 uprisings told the world that the students in Beijing 
wanted democracy. They were also considered as reliable eyewitnesses of the 
tragedy. 
On the other side the Chinese government declared the student movement a plot to 
overthrow the government. The Chinese authorities have spent a lot of efforts 
distributing a wide variety of written and visual treatments of the 1989 "turmoil" to 
testify the official version of history. Published by state owned Foreign Languages 
Press, a book titled Beijing Turmoil: More Than Meets the Eye is a typical example of 
China's efforts. 
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One of the strategies adopted was to give an "unofficial package" to the "official 
version" of events. For instance the book is claimed to be authored by "an overage 
journalist" Che Muqi. The author is also identified as a "courageous" veteran 
journalist who dares to tell the truth. 
"As a conscientious and principled news reporter, in the face of this significant, 
opinion dividing historical event, he could not keep silent as the English count did, 
but instead was compelled to discharg his historical duty. ... he is confident that 
the just voice cannot be overwhdmed，and that when history is given back its true 
features, this inconspicuous booklet will receive its deserved appraisal." 
Camouflaging state-imposed version of the past as unofficial accounts is a common 
practice of the Chinese government. The media and most people in Hong Kong 
snubbed it as propaganda. Nevertheless the book is a good case to illustrate major 
framing devices that the government had employed to promote the official version of 
the June 4 Licident. The Chinese authorities were not the only ones to distort or 
frame memory of 1989. Hong Kong journalists also created a particular version of 
the events. In the following sections I will analyze the major frames perpetuated by 
the two opposing groups and probe the role of the media in a latter section. 
4.3.1 Categorization: Categorization of an event is very important in the shaping of 
its remembrance and the choice of language has great impact on the memory of the 
event. For example the Communist Party insisted that China was "liberated" in 
1949 but for the Kuomintang who fled China the mainland was "fallen" into the hands 
of the Communists. 
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Great Patriotic Democracy Movement Vs Political Turmoil 
The April 26 People's Daily editorial: "Take a Clear Cut Stand against Turmoil" 
played a major part in the memory dispute. According to the editorial, 
demonstrations in Beijing were "student unrest" that had developed into "political 
turmoil" with "a distinct, reactionary, political aim". The uprising was seen as a 
challenge to the Chinese Communist Party and it was meant to overthrow the 
government. 
The movement started out calling for political reforms. The students made use of 
the seventieth anniversary of the May Fourth Movement to frame their own actions. 
During the May Fourth Movement in 1919 students and teachers of the Beijing 
University had taken to the streets to protest China's mistreatment at the Versailles 
peace conference. They began with expressing anger about the warlord 
govenunent's acquiescence to a treaty that threatened China's national integrity. In 
the end, they developed an encompassing critique of the traditional values that 
underlay corrupt warlord politics and started a "New Culture Movement". 
Commemorating the seventieth anniversary of the May Fourth Movement that called 
for "democracy" and "science", hundreds of thousands of students marched for eight 
hours from the outskirts of Beijing where Beijing University and other institutions of 
higher learning located on May 4，1989. There are a lot of similarities between both 
movements: in both settings the background is Tiananmen Square, in both young 
intellectuals make speeches, distribute pamphlets, carry flags. More importantly in 
both the students and intellectuals aimed at "saving the country". 
The students called their movement “a great patriotic democratic movement". The 
media were impressed by the dramatic story of heroic students prepared to sacrifice 
their lives for the country. 
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For Hong Kong journalists, the "patriotic" narrative was irresistible. After the 
signing of the Sino-British Joint Declaration in 1984 both the public and the press 
were apprehensive of the handover. It was widely believed that the students' 
demand of political reform would also benefit Hong Kong. The "patriotic" frame 
was adopted without difficulty, as it was consistent with their belief and their needs. 
A Brutal Crackdown or Restorins Peace? 
Beijing residents stopped martial law troops from approaching the Tiananmen Square 
for about two weeks. There were fierce confrontations in the nearby road crossings 
such as Jianguomen, Naheyan, Xidan, Muxidi as people tried to halt tanks and 
military vehicles. Many innocent people were injured and killed in the streets. Some 
soldiers also died. The stalemate ended with troops shooting the crowd on June 3 
1989 and the students finally withdrew from the Square in the early hours of June 4， 
1989. 
According to the official version the Square was cleared by martial law troops and it 
was hailed as a victory: 
"The martial law enforcement troops reached Tiananmen Square at 1:30 a.m. After 
several hours of propaganda and mobilization, by 5:30 a.m. the clearing operation of 
the square had been completed. The students who had occupied the square by force 
for a long time left. No one was killed" (Che, 1990，p.224). 
For the Chinese government the day was saved and they told the people that there was 
peace in the capital city. Many Hong Kong journalists had witnessed shootings and 
killings in the streets. Some of them were even injured by gunshots in the streets 
near Tiananmen Square. They were horrified and interpreted the citywide camage as 
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the "Tiananmen bloodbath" or "massacre" although none of them witnessed the whole 
"clearing" of the Square. On June 4，1989 both Ming Pao and Oriental Daily News 
described the crackdown as "bloody". There were sensational descriptions of the 
brutality of the troops. Soldiers were reported to be firing wildly at the people and 
they even stopped others from rescuing the injured. Beijing was enveloped with fear 
and the capital city was described as “ City of the Dead".'^ 
4.3.2 Representations ofMajor Actors in the Event: 
Following Propp's structural analysis of myths, media representation of the 
movement and the crackdown provided for villains (the Chinese government, the 
hard-line leaders, the People Liberation Army), heroes (Beijing students, Hong Kong 
and the Beijing residents) and a heroic stage (the Tiananmen S q u a r e ) ” The Hong 
Kong journalists who were unwittingly involved in the movement preferred the role 
of "eye-witnesses" and "story tellers". But many of them admitted that they were 
deeply touched by the scenes and they could not remain impartial when reporting the 
movement (Propp, 1968). 
Foreign witnesses and the Chinese government have given conflicting meanings to 
the movement and the representations of the key players were also in sharp contrast. 
Students: Promotion of Heroes 
As discussed earlier the Beijing students had appropriated the symbolism associated 
i2"City ofthe Dead", The Hong Kong Standard, June 5，1989. 
13 Vladimir Propp extended the Russian Formalist approach to narratology. Li the Formalist approach 
sentence structures had been broken down into analysable elements -morphemes. By breaking down 
a large number ofRussian foUctales into their smallest narrative units -narratemes- Propp was able to 
arrive at a typology ofnarrative structures. By analyzing types of characters and kinds of action, 
Propp was able to arrive at the conclusion that there were thirty-one generic narratemes in the Russian 
foDc tale. 50 
with the May Fourth Movement. By referring their actions as part of a "New May 
Fourth Movement" they instantly engaged themselves within an on-going tradition of 
patriotic engagement. 
Media echoed the students May Fourth story by creating myth and promoting heroes. 
Media representations of students were mostly positive. They were portrayed as 
‘idealistic’，'innocent', ‘courageous，，‘civilized’，‘passionate，and 'patriotic'. 
They love 'freedom' and 'democracy' and they represented the future of China ’ a 
westernized and developed country. 
Apart from identifying themselves with the May Fourth Movement, students' rhetoric 
of the movement was highly romanticized. The romanticism was evident in the 
slogans and self-proclaimed titles of the students. For example, the student leaders 
called themselves "Commander of the Square" or "Commander of the Hunger Strike 
Squad". These self-proclaimed titles helped identified the leaders as "fighters" of a 
convoy and the protest was thus positioned like a war against the government. 
Considering anything pictured in personal terms is more newsworthy than a concept, 
a process, the generalized or the mass, journalists tend to focus on a few student 
leaders (Bell 1991). Media exposure enhanced the emergence of a small group of 
student leaders: Wang Dan, Wuer Kaixi and Chai Ling tumed out to be household 
names. Li Hong Kong, fashion companies printed their images on T-shirts for 
consumption. Some Hong Kong journalists requested their colleagues to collect 
autographs of the student leaders for them/^ 
14 Carol Lai, (1989) “ Shoot Down the Black Sun — Wuer Kaixi." People Will Not Forget. Hong Kong: 
Hong Kong Journalists Association. 
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One of the most charismatic student leaders was a 21 year-old Wuer Kaixi, an Uighur 
from Beijing. A veteran American journalist explained, "Every moment needs a 
sexy star,"Cynde wrote in her diary. "Wu'er is handsome and pouty, just the kind of 
person TV news people love to gobble up for lunch and spit up on the evening news.’’ 
With his flair for the dramatic—he was first of the student leaders to play to the 
cameras, the first to be surrounded by what looked like Chinese "groupies" attracted 
by his media appeal, and he had managed to have himself carried on the shoulder of 
his fellow marchers in one ofthe earlier demonstrations (Chinoy, 1999). 
It was obvious that journalists were fond of Wuer Kaixi. However he was also a 
particular target for government efforts to discredit student leaders as corrupt and 
decadent (Feigon, 1992). He was labeled as a "playboy" and analysts believe that he 
was singled out for criticism because his Uigher heritage makes him susceptible to 
traditional Han Chinese stereotypes of so called barbarian behavior.^^ The barbarian 
behavior had a different meaning for Hong Kong journalists. Cultural assumptions 
of non-Han Chinese are complicated. While most Chinese history textbooks portray 
them as “invaders，，of the Han-Chinese Hong Kong pop culture has represented the 
"barbarians" as "romantic", "courageous" and "tough". 
Positive representation of student leaders is evident in a special collection of articles 
profiling the students and other intellectuals.^^ According to the reporters Wang Dan 
15 In an _ c l e that discusses gender issues in the 1989 student movement, Lee Figon argued that the 
dominant ethos in Chinese society considers ethnic minorities as barbarians and they have often been 
associated with a kind of eroticism and sexual vitality (Feigon, 1992. P.169). 
16 There were 18 articles featuring major student leaders and intellectuals in People Will Not Forget. 
Journalists who covered the 1989 pro-democracy movement took the opportunity to renarrate the 
stories ofTiananmen and reflect on their performance. 
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"never regret" and Wuer Kaixi "shoot the black sun", Chai Ling was "an emotional 
commander in chief . Descriptions of other characters are largely positive. 
Reporters even acknowledged that they had suppressed negative reports or hostile 
criticism of the students during the movement. 
As mentioned earlier the student leaders were criticized as corrupted and they were 
instigated by some black hands behind the scene. Wang Dan who had impressed 
Hong Kong press with "intellect and quiet determination" was seen as the most 
dangerous c r i m i n a l . " Indeed the Chinese government had put the names of 21 
students in a most wanted list. 
The Chinese Government as Villain 
The 1989 movement was represented as a battle between "progressive youth" and 
"oppressive age", a battle between the good and the evil. The students were heroes 
standing up against the corrupted Communist government led by Deng Xiaoping and 
Li Peng (the villains). The Chinese government was demonized: Deng Xiaoping was 
"an old man who cling to power" while those who ordered martial law and the 
crackdown (Deng Li Yang Clique) were "slaughters" and "murderers". The martial 
law troops who killed civilians were "cmel" and “cold blooded，，. Some reports 
speculated they were "medicated" and behaved like "crazy" "animals".'® 
Beijing insisted that the students were "trouble makers" and some "black hands" 
behind the scene instigated their actions.'^ The government's decision was timely 
17 See Mike Chinoy (1999) China Live: People Power and the Television Revolution, USA: Rowman & 
Littlefield and People Will not Forget (1989) Hong Kong: Hong Kong Journalists Association. 
18 OrientalDailyNews, June 5，1989. 
19 Intellectuals like Fang Lizhi, Li Shuxian were considered as the black hands. 
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and necessary while the martial law troops were "restrained" and what they had done 
was "restoring law and order to the capital". 
The government snubbed the Tiananmen Massacre or Bloodbath as "rumor" and 
claimed that "not a single person was killed at Tiananmen Square". According to 
official statistics, over 3,000 civilians were wounded, and among the more than 200 
killed 36 were students. The causes of deaths were never clarified but those who 
were killed were "rioters". 
Beijing Residents 
According to a Ming Pao editorial on May 28，1989，Beijing residents who supported 
the students were just "common and selfish” people but they "grow bigger and they 
do notjust focus on their personal or family interest, but put their minds and hearts on 
the country and the nation，，？。The residents were also "selfless" and "respectable". 
Although Chinese authority branded those participated in the demonstration as 
"hooligans" and the sympathizers as "people who do not know the truth" the Hong 
Kong press showed great respect for their "righteous act". Those who died were 
"innocent victims" of the army's brutality and they were remembered as "martyrs" 
who lost their lives for peace and democracy. The loss of these people was painful 
for the entire county and the Chinese people.and they were called “fine spirits" or "the 
souls of the nation". 
For decades Hong Kong people were discouraged from identifying themselves as 
national subjects of either China or Great Britain QVLa, 1998). The cultural 
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imagination of China started to alter in the early 90s. The June 4 Incident provided an 
opportunity for Hong Kong people to identify with the "righteousness" and the 
"fearless" Beijing students and residents. 
Hong Kong People: Moralizing Hons Kong People 
During the movement Hong Kong people rendered great support to the movement in 
Beijing, both morally and rQateiiaiiy and their response to the pro-democracy 
movement was narrated by the press as a "patriotic engagement". 
In the 70's and early 80's "Patriotic" was a political label, referring to the "left guys" 
or “friends ofthe CCP". Most Hong Kong people were paranoid about communism 
and hated to be associated with the Communist Party. The pro-democracy 
movement had given a new meaning to the term "patriotic". It was no longer a 
negative label but a term to include all Hong Kong supporters of the movement. 
The term "compatriots" was also used frequently to describe both Chinese and Hong 
Kong citizens. It was usually restricted to describe the "mainlanders" and the term 
had an "othering" effect as it referred to the "backward" or "less civilized" 
mainlanders. Resentment was also associated with the label, as many people would 
associate it with the 1967 riots when bomb attacks were frequent in the streets. During 
the turbulent period explosive objects were often found with warnings like 
"compatriots stay away" written on them. 
During the summer of 1989, the term became a phrase to gamer "togetherness" and 
2° "Arouse the People's Moral Courage", Ming Pao, editorial, May 28，1989. 
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identification. The press identified both Hong Kong people and mainland Chinese 
as "compatriots". The support of Hong Kong people to the Beijing pro-democracy 
movement was commanded by the press as signs of "bravery", "patriotism", "love of 
freedom" and "righteousness". 
But for Beijing Hong Kong people were no "patriots" but "reactionary forces to 
overthrow the government". Leaders of the Alliance such as Szeto Wah and Martin 
Lee were accused oftrying to "tum Hong Kong into a subversive base". 
4.4 Contextuaimng the 1989 Pro-democracy Movement 
4.4.1 Political Context 
Before the June 4 massacre much had gone well in the economic sphere. Hong 
Kong economy thrived as an entrepot for the expanding Chinese market. By the late 
1980s well over half of the workforce in the manufacturing industry owned by Hong 
一 产 
Kong investors was located in the Guangdong province. Making use ofcheap labor 
across the border re-export trade was booming. The property market was also gaining 
momentum. Shop and office rate had gone up and attracted huge foreign 
investment.2i 
Nevertheless Hong Kong people were still skeptical ofthe Chinese Communist Party 
and emigration from Hong Kong became a major problem. In 1980 some 22,000 
people emigrated from Hong Kong and in the subsequent six years numbers were 
fluctuating by some 5,000. But by 1987 the total was up to 30,000 per year and 
rising. Li 1988 total emigration was 45,800. Those leaving were those far more 
21 Gerald Segal (1993) The Fate ofHong Kong. London: Simon and Schuster. 
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skilled and wealthy. 
The confidence in the future ofHong Kong was founded largely in a corresponding 
confidence in the future of China and the massacre in China was a nightmare for 
Hong Kong people. "Today's Beijing, Tomorrow's Hong Kong" a slogan displayed 
during rallies in support of the pro-democracy movement, expressed clearly the fears 
deep in their hearts. The June 4 massacre had made it impossible for Hong Kong 
people to believe that the Communist Party of China would be constrained by any 
consideration of legality or morality when it faced challenges to its own survival. 
Deng Xiaoping's speech on June 9，1989 and the communique of the Fourth Plenum 
of the 13^ Central Committee ofthe Communist Party ofChina demonstrated that the 
Communist Party wanted to continue the open door policy and economic reform but 
remain political conservative. Deng's obvious involvement in the massacre had 
l:.:\Qd hopes of the Hong Kong people who had very fragile confidence in the "One 
country, Two systems" policy. 
After the brutal crackdown Sino-British relationship went into an all time low since 
the signing of the Joint Declaration. British participation in the work ofthe Joint 
Liaison Group was suspended. Hong Kong people tumed to find ways to safeguard 
themselves against perceived threat to their future. On May 24,1989 unofficial 
members of the Executive and Legislative Council unanimously agreed to support the 
acceleration of pace of democratization within Hong Kong, calling for halfof the 
Legislative Council to be directly elected in 1995, and the whole of i t by 2003. 
Three days after the Tiananmen bloodbath the Governor, David Wilson, flew to 
London on June 7 and urged Britain to grant the right of abode to Hong Kong citizens. 
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Hong Kong government also rushed to prepare a Bill ofRights for the territory. 
The 1989 pro-democracy movement had united the divided democratic front in Hong 
Kong and paved the ways for party development and democratization in the following 
years. The crackdown had laid the foundation of a new common sense that democracy 
was necessary to protect Hong Kong from the influence of the oppressive China. The 
leaders of the Alliance benefited from the June 4 Incident as voters who were 
frightened by abhorrent acts of the Chinese authorities supported their position on 
China. 
Recognizing the damages to its credibility and good will the Chinese leadership was 
reluctant to make concessions to salvage the loss of confidence in Hong Kong. It 
has set forth guidelines towards Hong Kong: outlawing the use ofHong Kong as "a 
subversive base against China"; suppressing the pro-democracy forces in the colony; 
continuing to co-opt industrial and business leaders; and fortifying the control of the 
leftist units.22 Li February 1990 a much more conservative model was adopted for 
the final text of the Basic Law. According to the Basic Law the Legislative Council 
would have, by or in 1997, 20 directly elected seats, 100 indirectly elected seats and 
30 seats elected by functional constituencies. The final text of the Basic Law also 
acquired clauses obliging Hong Kong to suppress "sedition，after 1997，and promising 
martial law if"turmoil" should sweep the territory. 
The response of the Chinese government had turned the memory of the June 4 as a 
reminder of oppression. The clauses in the Basic Law remind Hong Kong people 
22 Chin-Chuan Lee and Joseph Chan (1990)"The Hong Kong Press in China's Orbit: Thunder of 
Tiananmen." f^oices of China. Edited by C.C. Lee. New York: Guildford Press. 
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that China did not forget the rebellion on the Hong Kong streets, and that, come 1997， 
opposition to the Communist Party would not be tolerated. 
4.4.2 Cultural and Social Context 
The June 4 Incident not only raised Hong Kong people's awareness of the Chinese 
affairs it also helped the Hong Kong community stick together. Hong Kong people's 
national identity has been a subject of intefest throughout the transition period. 
Many local scholars suggest that the Hong Kong identity has taken shape since the 
late 70's and early 80's and the signing ofthe Joint Declaration in 1984 had 
intensified the identity-forging process. 
Many citizens ofHong Kong who fled China after the Chinese Communists Party 
took power after 1949，or at different periods ofpolitical turmoil (such as the Cultural 
Revolution) strongly distrusted the CCP and disassociated themselves from the 
political turmoil and oppression on the Mainland. The second generations, the 
descendents ofthose who seek refuge in the British colojQy, have displayed a 
remarkable degree of apathy and few had a strong sense of national identity. 
Hong Kong people consistently show a strong sense ofbelonging to Hong Kong. 
This feeling ofattachment has not been affected by waves of emigration associated 
with the resumption of sovereignty by China. Hong Kong people do have a sense of 
national pride but their sense ofpride in being Chinese lies more in culture, language 
and some vague ideals of Chinese mores and c u s t o m s ^ 
23 Thomas Wong (1999/2000) Collective Memory and Social Indicators: Hong Kong People on the Eve 
ofHandover 
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The June 4 Incident provided an opportunity for the cultivation of a deeper sense of 
kinship with the mainlanders. Many Hong Kong people believed the 1989 pro-
democracy movement had bonded them with those pro-democracy mainlanders and 
they addressed one another as "compatriots". 
The Tiananmen events was ambivalent as it had drawn Mainland Chinese closer to 
Hong Kong people but it also evoked fear and resentment ofthe Communist 
government. As both parties distrusted one another the memory of the June 4 
Incident became a major impediment to the reunification in 1997. 
There is no shrine or monument for June 4. Hong Kong government and politicians 
tried to stop any physical monuments being put up.^ ^ But June 4 is well 
commemorated with commemorative activities organized by different groups every 
year. The Alliance in Support ofPatriotic Democratic Movements of China 
(ASPDM) is the most important memory agent. By organizing commemorative 
activities, sur.h as the June 4 candle light vigil in the Victoria Park and the democracy 
march on the Sunday proceeding June 4 the Alliance keeps the memory alive. 
Although the Hong Kong government considered it "un-fit" to include June 4 in the 
secondary school history curriculum, teachers in some schools have been reminding 
their students about the incident. Religious gEOups, artists' groups are also active in 
tbp ^:..^iicmoialion project. The media, by reporting the anniversary activities have 
played an important part in keeping the memory of June 4 alive. 
24 The Hong Kong Alliance in Support ofPatriotic Democratic Movements ofChina has over the years 
put up monuments during the June 4 candle light vigil. For instance, the replica ofthe Goddess of 
Democracy, the Pillar ofShame, a sculpture featuring horrified human faces, hi the Hong Kong 
University, students painted huge slogan in the campus condemning the massacre in 1989. The 
University administration had ordered erasing of the slogan and was criticized by the students as 
political censorship. 
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4.5 June 4 and the Hong Kong Media 
The role ofHong Kongjoumalists in the 1989 Movement was controversial. The 
uprising in Beijing was "what a story" for most of the Hong Kong journalists. For 
most of them it was the most important and exciting news event in their lifetime. 
Since there had not been many experienced China beatjoumalists, novice reporters 
were parachuted to cover the movement in 1989. There were also many volunteers -
some journalists took leave from work in order to 'witness history，. Some China 
beat reporters had been covering China actively since the Sino-British talks in the late 
70's. However, most of the press corps had very limited familiarity with the Chinese 
context. 
By disrupting routine broadcasting of programs and inserting news flashes the 
television created a sense ofcrisis for the audience. Newspapers could not compete 
with TV visually tended to attract the readers using sensational headlines and 
“inside stories". Circulation of the newspapers increased tremendously as people 
demanded more information about the movement. 
Hong Kongjoumalists dutifully covered the demonstrations and they were hailed as 
heroes sincc Hong Kong people believed they risked their lives gathering news. The 
press, especially the televisionjoumalists enjoyed unsurpassed respect and credibility 
with people sending flowers and cards to the TV stations to pay tribute to them. 
Journalists and even camera crews were interviewed by their colleagues for 
eyewitness accounts. 
But that does not mean that thejoumalistic version of the June 4 Incident is not 
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problematic. Besides the limitation of time (in the case ofbroadcasters) and space 
(in the case of the printed media) journalists were tempted to present the complicated 
student-led movement as a readily intelligible story for the mass audience. 
Eventually these limitations led to misleading coverage ofthe Tiananmen events. 
Both television and newspapers tended to focus the attention on Beijing. In order to 
explain the complex series of events the media tended to label the movement as "a 
patriotic democracy movement" and the citywide camage as the "Tiananmen 
massacre". 
They were sympathetic with the students and obviously lacked sources within the 
Chinese government. Media reports were not verified and many news organizations 
made mistakes by publishing a variety of mmors (e.g. Tens ofthousands had died in 
the city center, Li Peng had been shot and a civil war broke out). They were accused 
ofbias towards the students and failed to deliver objective reports to the readers]:. 
At some stage Hong Kong press reports became "catalyst" of the Movement. Beijing 
students had to rely on Hong Kong media reports for information of the latest 
development ofthe Movement as well as the response of the Government. Some 
student leaders even became friends of thejoumalists and asked for advice on strategy 
to publicize their demands. The journalists also believed their immediate dispatch of 
stories would bring victory to the movement. In the immediate aftermath, Hong 
Kong people sent news clippings to their friends and associates in different China 
cities via different channels (via fax, by mail or some even brought the news clippings 
by hand). The Hong Kong Standard even asked its readers to clip a special article on 
25 Interviews with Daisy Lee and Lai Sek Fun. 
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the massacre and send it to China.^^ 
Newspapers from different political realms condemned the brutality and many of 
them labeled the Chinese leaders as "murderers", "despots" and "tyrants". However 
their anger did not last long and soon after the crackdown the media became "normal" 
again. A political vacuum in China during the 1989 Movement allowed more room 
forjoumalists to project their personal judgment on the news stories while reporting 
the event. However, when the CCP's power struggle was over and Deng Xiaoping's 
power was reaffirmed media organizations stopped almost instantly their anti-Beijing 
stand (Fung, 1992). 
4.6 Summary 
There were two major versions of the 1989 pro-democracy movement and its 
subsequent crackdown. The Chinese official version degraded the peaceful protests 
as "counterrevolutionary riots". The student leaders and their manipulators were 
culprits while the demonstrations are a plot by westem countries to overthrow the 
Chinese government. There was no massacre in the Tiananmen Square and the 
martial law troops were "martyrs" as they restored peace in the capital city. 
Alternatively, the students and the Hong Kongjoumalists framed the June 4 bicident 
as a battle between the innocent students and the corrupted government. The official 
versions of the Licident were merely lies to cover up their crimes. The victims of the 
suppression were selfless "compatriots" who had given up their lives for the progress 
26 "Troops continue slaughter ofBeijing citizens." The Hong Kong Standard, June 6, 1989. 
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of China. 
Hong Kong media created a sense of crisis among Hong Kong people by bombarding 
them with information. They also gained credibility by playing the role of 
eyewitnesses to the dramatic events. However, limited by different factors their 
coverage of the Tiananmen events was oversimplified. 
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Chapter 5: The First Anniversary ofthe Crackdown in 1990 
Mnemonic disputes of the June 4 bicident revolved around the two themes 
perpetuated by opposing groups. In the view of supporters of the pro-democracy 
movement in China, June 4 is a story ofunarmed innocents whose demands for 
democracy were answered by violent suppression of guns and tanks. On the opposite 
side the Chinese authonties justified the suppression of the 1989 uprisings with the 
need for stability. 
Memory is widely regarded as a social activity by various academic quarters. One of 
the major issues of memory studies is the contest surrounding the authoritative view 
of the events. Irwin-Zarecka (1994) suggests that collective memory is a terrain 
especially prone to overlaying of different frames as it is full of reused and reusable 
material. Some of these shifts in meaning are a result of deliberate effort and much 
public discussion, while others may be occurring more naturally within complex 
social and cultural changes. According to David Lowenthal "The prime function of 
memory is not to preserve the past but to adapt it so as to enrich and manipulate the 
present." (Lowenthal, 1985，p.210) He argues that if the memories are subjected to 
"re-construction" it is done in a way to serve the present needs ofthe group. 
Results of opinion polls indicated that the June 4 Incident is not fixated in the 
memories of Hong Kong. On the contrary people have shifting views of the incident 
and the actors involved? The most notable changes are found in their evaluation of 
‘Commenced in 1993，the Hong Kong University Social Science Research Centre conducted an annual 
survey on Hong Kong people's evaluation of June 4 and related issues. Questions concerning who 
should be held responsible for the massacre, their ratings of Chinese leaders, whether the Alliance 
should be disbanded were posed to the respondents. A summary of the results is presented in 
Appendix 1. 
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the students and the way they perceived the role that Hong Kong should play in the 
democracy development of China. 
Based on the initial frames of remembrance set out in Chapter 4, media frames of the 
June 4 Incident commemoration are scrutinized in this chapter. It will be followed 
by an account for the changes in terms of social and political transformation. Last 
but not the least the role ofthe media in bringing forth the changes will be discussed. 
5.1 Commemoration and Collective Memory 
Anniversaries and commemorative events are important framing devices for our 
knowledge ofthe past. In China, public commemoration of the tragedy and even 
private mouming is banned. Hong Kong is the only Chinese community that has 
persistently fought the war of remembrance and the June 4 Incident is well 
commemorated here. The most influential and visible form of commemoration is 
the annual candle light vigil organized by the Alliance. Every year since 1990 tens 
of thousands people fill the Victoria Park and condemn the killings on the June 4 
anniversary. Other social groups, for instance, the university student federations 
and the Christian and Catholic groups, also organize memorial activities consistently. 
News industry is known for itd interest in keeping track ofimportant political and 
cultural anniversaries. As Langs noted the press repeatedly reminds the public of the 
past and helps keep it alive in collective memory. The Hong Kong press is much 
attached to June 4. On the anniversaries of the crackdown, newspapers, magazines, 
radio and television are saturated with reports of the commemorative activities, 
retrospectives and special programs. 
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After the handover in 1997，with the blessing of the "One country, two systems", 
Hong Kong stands as the only Chinese city that public memorial events are allowed. 
The Chinese government is reluctant to tolerate such activities and has pressured 
Hong Kong people to stop the practices. 
5.2 The Commemoration Project ofJune 4 
There was a wave of spontaneous and unofficial anniversary commemorations in 
1990. Different sectors are engaged: the general public (mainly motivated by the 
Alliance), university students, religious groups (Catholics and Christians) and artists 
^)erforming artists, fine arts artists).^ 
In 1990 the Alliance organized a series of leading up activities such as a bicycle 
parade, a variety show and a march on June 3 as reminders ofthe tragedy. The 
major event, the candle light vigil in the Victoria Park, remains the most important 
memorial event over the years. Responses to the march and the candle light vigil 
were impressive with more than 100,000 people participating. 
As a major mnemonic group of the June 4 ticident the Alliance adopted five 
operation directives: 1. Release the dissidents; 2. Rehabilitate the 1989 democratic 
movement; 3. Demand accountability ofthe June 4 Massacre; 4. End one-party 
dictatorship; and 5. Build a democratic China. These directives are important 
2 Li 1989 the Alliance followed Chinese traditions of mourning and organised a number of events, such 
as the 100 day mourning. Other social groups such as the Catholics in Hong Kong also celebrated 
mass for the dead. 
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devices in shaping the discussions about the memory of the June 4 Incident. 
The Alliance has repeatedly publicized these ideas and according to these directives 
the June 4 Licident was framed almost permanently as a "evil government against 
good people，，story. 
Overseas, the Chinese communities in exile and Chinese students in different parts of 
the world also organized commemoration events. News stories regarding the 
commemoration were found not only in local news section but also in China section 
and international news section. Collective mouming thus becomes a new social 
phenomenon and June 4 becomes a new date in the ritual calendar of the Hong Kong 
press. 
5.3 The Media as a Field ofMemory 
But what is the ‘meaning，of June 4 as a public event? For the majority ofHong 
Kong people, the memory of June 4 is evoked mainly by the media. The coverage of 
the first anniversary was extensive. All broadcasters ofHong Kong produced 
special programs on the first anniversary. The government broadcaster, Radio 
Television Hong Kong (RTHK) even produced a whole series of programs in the first 
week of June 4? During the week immediately before June 4 the media are 
saturated with news about forthcoming commemoration events and during the 
anniversary and the following week there were a large number of event-oriented 
3 Ming Pao June 1, 1990，p.61. RTHK put our three different programs including, a panel discussion, 
a TV program and a drama. The panel discussion program produced by the News Department. 
Student leaders, intellectuals in exile, politicians andjoumalists were invited to discuss “ The Future of 
China's Democracy Movement". Another one is "The day of June 4” and a radio drama based on a 
fiction about city life during the 1989 student movement. 
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stories. This research has monitored 138 and 94 related stories in Ming Pao and 
Oriental Daily News respectively. 
Both newspapers did not hesitate in giving publicity to activities organized by 
different groups. Plans for a march on June 3 and the candle light vigil on June 4 
were reported in great details. News reports covered the theme of the activities, the 
route of the march, the program rundown and even the headline of a pamphlet that the 
Alliance was going to distribute.^ 
The press helped mobilizing mass participation by providing pre-event publicity. 
Mak Hoi Wah, deputy chairperson of the Alliance recalled, "The press is eager to 
disseminate information about our activities. We found it more effective than 
advertising."^ 
Chinese officials had repeatedly warned Hong Kong people to stay away from 
Chinese politics. However these warnings had in effect introduced a moral 
dimension into the political discourse~continuation of support of the pro-Chinese 
democracy movement is often seen as a sign ofresistance against the authoritarian 
regime in China. The commemoration of the Incident sustained mobilization of 
mass action and bonded different people in a common-belief (such as belief in 
democracy, fear of the CCP, human rights). Paraphrasing Yoram Peri, (1999) it is 
part of the "nation-constitutive myth" which narrates the formation of sociopolitical 
order. 
*MingPao, Junel,1990,p.l0 
5 hiterview Mak Hoi Wah. 
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The media's preference of commemorative activities was related to the level of 
control that thejoumalists could exercise (Tuchman, 1973). These commemorative 
activities were also media events that would attract the attention of the readers. 
Dayan and Katz (1992) argues that the media use "media events，，to break away from 
the routines and boost their circulation or ratings. By covering these events the 
media also become the central arena of meaningful social interaction by creating a 
sense of togetherness and strengthening solidarity, ki retum they are appreciated and 
receive added legitimacy that they need (Peri, 1999). 
The newspapers also took the anniversary as an opportunity to retell the historic facts 
about the 1989 pro-democracy. Ming Pao run a total of seven editorials commenting 
on June 4 related issues.^ It also featured a special column titled "Last Year 
Today" in the China news section. The text of each article was short (around 200 
words) and precise, and accompanied by comparatively large photographs. On June 
4 1990，Ming Pao started another series of articles, "Memory and Thinking" which is 
a combination of news analysis and news update concerning China's politics, foreign 
policy, economies and social life. 
5.4 Cultivating Collective Memory 
Based on the initial frames set out in the last chapter it is found that there are signs in 
the media discourse that the boundary of the memory started to shift soon after the 
6 Headlines of the editorials: "Goddess ofDemocracy abandons broadcasting plan", May 28; "Who 
should be held responsible for the June 4 tragedy?", June 3; "Sorry for the Past ’ Worry for the future", 
June 4，"Main Problem Lie Within the Party", June 5; "What is never forgotten?", June 6, “Hope for 
continuing release of democrats", June 7; "Beijing Students' Thinking", June 11. 
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event. 
5.4.1 The June 4 Incident - Neutral Categorization of the Past 
It is found that the term - "Incident" is commonly adopted as a reference to the 
Tiananmen events in 1990. The term is comparatively value free as it refers to 
happenings without connotation of responsibility. This description of the events 
communicates very little about the past and by using this term the press has 
abandoned a particular version of the memory. Traces of the past are found sparingly 
in wire stories provided by Westem news agencies, in which descriptions like 
"bloodbath" and "massacre" are used to refer to the 1989 pro-democracy movement. 
It is clear that the Hong Kong press tended to perform the “ritual of objectivity". 
The press has to tackle "the problem oflack of eyewitness account documents on 
either a massacre or the slaughter of students on June 4 in Tiananmen"/ By 
adopting the term "hicident" reporters can avoid taking sides in an ambiguous 
situation. 
5,4,2: The Chinese government and Students 
News reports regarding the anniversary of the June 4 still treat the story as a kind of 
“good against evil” type of story. The Chinese government was seen as playing the 
role ofthe demon. The purge of the demonstrators and their supporters was ongoing. 
People in Beijing were silenced to keep quiet and they were expelled from the 
Tiananmen Square during the "sensitive period". On the eve ofthe first 
anniversary some student leaders and intellectuals were released but the press saw it 
7 Wakeman, Carolyn (1999) "Beyond the Square: Media treatment ofChina after Tiananmen", Media 
Studies Joumal 13:1, p.60-67. 
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as a gesture to woo the Americans for the Most Favored Nation (MFN) status. 
University students, especially those ofBeida (Beijing University), which was 
considered as the incubator of the student movement, attracted a lot of media attention. 
Students were reportedly protesting against Deng Xiaoping by breaking "bottles" on 
the campus despite tight security.® Their actions were symbolic in nature and being 
read as blatant defiance. There were also scattered reports of Beijing residents 
mouming the dead by more subtle means, such as, flying "paper money" in the 
Tiananmen Square. The suppressed commemorations were considered as signs of 
courageous resistance against the authoritarian regime. 
5.4.3 Constructing Chinese-ness 
As discussed earlier, anniversaries and commemorations are used to maintain the past 
in the present and they are also used for present needs. It is evident that the first 
anniversary is used as a symbolic act to forge a sense of pan-Chineseness among 
Hong Kong people. 
More than 100,000 people took part in the candle light vigil and Hong Kong became 
the "champion" among all Chinese communities. On the following day the 
newspapers are saturated with headlines such as "March and rally ofworldwide 
Chinese. To moum the fine spirits ofJune 4."^ and “ Chinese worldwide have not 
forgotten June 4”. A commentary of Chinese affairs in Ming Pao typically 
illustrated this inclination. According to Lo Chi Kin, a well known China watcher, 
the June 4 bicident is a historic moment for all Chinese people. The meaning of 
8 "Small bottles" which is pronounced as "xiao ping" is a kind ofsynonym of"Deng Xiaoping". 
Smashing small bottles was commonly a gesture for the people to show their discontent towards the 
leader. 
9 Ming Pao June 4’ 1990. P.2 
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Chinese is not limited to those in China or in Hong Kong but all ethnic Chinese. 
"Forget not "June 4”. This is the state ofmind ofevery Chinese people today. 
"People will not forget. People cannot forget. 
"People will not forget. "June 4" Incident is part of the Chinese history. Part ofthe 
growth of every Chinese people. Democracy and freedom will blossom and bear the 
fruits in China someday but people will not forget June 4. People cannot forget June 
4，，io 
By reporting the commemoration the media have created a so-called "imagined 
community". By participating in the mouming people become members of the 
Chinese community. The media promoted a sense of caring for one's kins and for 
their memory. Pervasive image is used to bond people whether or not they are blood 
related. 
5.4,4. Conciliation with Beijing Government 
Both commemorative events and media reports of the events directed public attention 
on the brutality ofthe Chinese government and victimization ofthe Chinese people. 
Intensive reading of commentaries and editorials revealed the past, however, was not 
the main concem of the editors. Listead the press sought to redefine the crackdown 
and the student movement. 
One of the major shifts in the media discourse about the June 4 Incident is the attitude 
towards the Beijing leaders. Ming Pao’s definition of the demonstrations was 
"peaceful student demonstration called for abating corruption and further reform.'"' 
The meaning of the student movement was defined as "abating corruption，，and 
^°Lo Chi Kin," Do not forget June 4”. Ming Pao, June 4, 1990. 
“"What is never forgotten?" Ming Pao, June 6, 1990. P.2 • 
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"further reform". The commonly accepted notion of "democracy" and "patriotic 
engagement" was somehow buried. 
It is found that the newspapers are less critical of the Chinese leaders who ordered the 
crackdown. For example, in Ming Pao,s editorial Deng Xiaoping, "a tyrant" 
according to the students, is considered as a hero who erred when faced with a 
difficult choice. He remained as a noble leader at least when it came to introducing 
capitalistic reforms and the "One country, two systems" policy. No condemnation or 
criticism is found in Ming Pao ofDeng's selfish motive - to cling on to his own 
power. On the contrary the release of a handful ofdemocrats on the eve of the first 
anniversary is credited as evidence ofDeng's commitment to reform. 
The treatment ofDeng in MingPao,s editorials is somewhat similar to "King Lear" in 
Shakespeare's famous tragedy (Wasserstrom, 1992). In the famous Shakespeare 
tragedy King Lear, a once proud ruler whose body and mind are suffering from the 
infirmities of age is unable to distinguish between loyal and unworthy children. This 
inability is the cause of the tragedy. According to the editorial, only those hawkish 
party leaders (such as Li Peng) should be responsible for the tragedy. Deng was 
compelled to make the decision under the pressure ofthis group of people. Ming 
Pao also hailed the stability of China as the achievement ofDeng's policy?: Deng 
was certainly to blame for much ofhis own sufferings but Ming Pao felt sorry for him: 
he is still lenient to his children (so he decided to release the students) and he is still a 
great leader who committed to economic reforms. 
i2R)id. 
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5.4.5 Confining Debates 
As a field of memory the media also provide spaces for the debate of the meaning of 
the past. By providing the space for different opinions the newspaper become the 
"public sphere" as conceptualized by Jurgen Harbermas. Very often these opinions are 
regard as a reflection of the public opinion. The newspapers' power in defining the 
"public" is overlooked. 
The debate ofthe meaning of the June 4 Incident has taken center stage during the 
first anniversary. Ming Pao publishedl8 articles on June 4 in its "Freedom Fomm" 
in 1990 and most of them focused on the evaluation of the June 4 ticident. 
Commentaries and analysis are most common. Lyrics and poems regarding June 4 
are also published. 
Intensive reading of these articles shows that the number of articles that evaluate 
China government positively outnumbered those ofanegative view on China. 
Many analysis are based on the "official rhetoric". As seen in an article titled, "Any 
Appropriate Solutions? A reflection on the handling of June 4”，the author adopted the 
conspiracy theory mandated by the Chinese authorities and supported the crackdown. 
According to the author Chinese leaders had no choices as the armed police based in 
Beijing were not reliable so they had to deploy troops from other provinces. 
University lecturer Chan Man Hung contributed two articles related to June 4. He 
defended his position on the June 4 bicident in an ar t icle ." Acknowledging the fact 
that he is the one who proposed economic sanction (he asked people to withdraw 
savings from the Bank of China in 1989)，he said he only meant to remind the 
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Chinese government. He made a nationalistic appeal by saying "as a Chinese one 
should not support the political sanctions offoreign countries pj.S.]". But he 
refrained from commenting whether the Chinese government was wrong. 
Clian showed his sympathy for the soldiers who were killed and blamed the students 
who insisted to stay in the Tiananmen Square. Mourning of the victims of the 
crackdown was dismissed as "psychology ofhate" and "seeking redress" was too 
emotional.i4 
The articles are categorized in terms of their evaluation of the Chinese government. 
hi many articles many the Chinese leaders are considered as "despots" and the troops 
“murderous，’.i5 Nevertheless favorable evaluation of Chinese government is rather 
substantial in 1990:6 
Ming Pao, among other newspapers, tends to favor the contribution of media 
celebrities or political elites. Trying to shred off the image of favoring partisan 
interests, newspapers used to declare that the views are independent from the 
newspaper. The press avoids advocating particular version of the memory but its 
selection of articles has enabled the imposition of new elements on the dominant 
version ofthe memory. 
u "Further sanction ofChina not desirable". Ming Pao , June 1，1990 
14 Chan Man Hung, "Beyond sensation- Work pragmatically for the democracy in China". Ming 
Pao ,June, 7’ 1990 
15 John Smithblack, "Monuments in Recognition of the Brave", Ming Pao June 6, 1990. 
16 Among 18 articles commenting on the June 4 Incident, 8 articles (44%) favored the official 
explanation ofthe crackdown and 10 (56%) of them condemned the massacre. 
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5.5 Interpreting the Changes in Memory 
Massive arrests, prosecutions and executions ofprotestors, student leaders and 
intellectuals were common in the aftermath of the June 4 kicident. Thousands of 
dissidents fled China; many escaped via the "underground railroad" with the help of 
Hong Kong people?? Deeply shaken by the killings of innocent people, Hong Kong 
people were abhorred to find themselves vulnerable to the same suppressive regime in 
1997. 
The British Hong Kong government, political and business elites believed the future 
ofHong Kong could only be protected by "democracy", "rule oflaw", "press 
freedom，，and "protection ofhuman rights". A new political order was being made 
within the parameters of 'decolonization without independence' and the diplomatic 
politics between Britain and China. 
The Basic Law, promulgated in April 1990，contains a lot ofprovisions that worried 
Hong Kong people. Although Hong Kong was promised a high degree of autonomy 
there are areas that China do not want to lose control. The inclusion of the Article 
23 ofthe Basic Law on subversion and sedition is a clear sign of Chinese distrust of 
Hong Kong people. Charging the Alliance and its key leaders as "subversive" 
elements, the Chinese officials had repeatedly wamed Hong Kong not to meddle with 
Chinese intemal affairs. 
Political repression was disturbing but the wellbeing of the economy seemed more 
17 Gavin Hewitt, "China's Underground Raikoad : How Dissidents Were Saved After Tiananmen 
Massacre". The Toronto Star, 1990. 
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imminent for Hong Kong. Continuing economic reform and political stability in 
China were considered as most important factors for the on-going prosperity ofHong 
Kong. It is not surprising to see that people inclined to explain the crackdown on a 
"need" basis. It is shown that the press is trying to find an excuse for the violent 
suppression. The "underlying pressure" that the government (especially Deng 
Xiaoping) faced during 1989 is often used to justify the crackdown. 
The initial frames of rememrance developed in 1989 shifted but largely remained 
intact on the first anniversary. However, it was obvious that the media adopted a 
more conciliatory attitude towards the Chinese government, especially Deng Xiaoping. 
Obviously missing from the media commemoration was the victims ofthe crackdown. 
This was not to say that the press was not interested in the stories ofthe victims. It 
was largely because the Chinese government had imposed harsh restrictions on 
reporters' activities. People were threatened to stay away from foreign journalists 
and these measures had made news reporting in China extremely difficult. 
5.6 Summary 
One year after the crackdown China had regained control ofthe local pro-Beijing 
groups but the anti-Communist sentiment was still prevalent in Hong Kong. 
As we have seen in the first anniversary the past is not the core interest ofthe media's 
coverage. The media, however, are important in cultivating collective memory in 
three ways: First, the media focus attention on the past by saturating the news 
coverage with reports regarding the anniversary. Second, the editorials and analysis 
interpreted the past for their readers and thirdly, the media provide a space for the 
debate of the meaning of the past. 
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The media's attention on commemorative activities should be seen in the light of the 
operational needs of the profession. These activities are events, easily accessible and 
understood by both thejoumalists and the readers. News of the anniversary were 
mostly event-oriented, and tends to show the "what you see is what you get" mind set 
of the journalists. They tended to capture the atmosphere and stories that were 
simple and obvious. The press also made use of emotional speeches of the leaders, 
slogans, posters displayed at the rallies to portray the anger and defiance ofHong 
Kong people. 
The newspapers give new meaning to the Incident in their editorials and news 
analysis. By being more accommodating to the official rhetoric of the Licident the 
press had shifted the boundary of the memory of the June 4 Incident. It also became 
a site for the debate and negotiation of the meaning ofthe incident. Commentaries 
favorable to the Chinese government are available which may help the redefinition of 
the event. 
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Chapter 6: The 5*^  Anniversary of June 4 in 1994 
6.1 The Script of the June 4 Anniversary 
Following the first anniversary, Hong Kong commemorated the anniversary ofthe June 4 
Licident every year. The pageantry and hype that had been associated with the first 
anniversary was absent four years later. It was a common sense that the fifth 
anniversary was a special anniversary that deserved more attention. In fact, both the 
mnemonic groups and the media treated the fifth anniversary differently. They put more 
emphasis on the events and the number of participants to the memorial events also 
increased. 
The commemoration project has already anchored itself in the media calendar. The 
events organized by the Alliance play a vital role in maintaining June 4 on the local news 
agenda, at least during the weeks before and after the anniversary. 
An editor, Wong Hon Kwan explained the continuity of June 4 in the news calendar, "The 
pro-democracy movement was over but June 4 is still an unsettled event. The news value 
of the commemoration lies in the fact that it is still an important event and every year 
there are still thousands ofpeople who come forward and make known their political 
• ，，i views. 
‘biterview Wong Hon Kwan. 
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The media calendar is not only marked by memorial days but also a "script", a consistent 
pattem of the news coverage. Referring to the preconceptions of journalists about the 
manner in which certain social groups or nations behave, the concept is useful to predict 
arrangement of the anniversary coverage (Bell 1991). Examination of media text 
revealed thatjoumalists use a preferred script to make their anniversary stories. 
Coverage of the June 4 anniversary extends from Hong Kong and China to westem 
countries, the United States in particular, where most dissidents are living in exile. The 
main theme of the stories are quite consistent: 
1. China: bihibition of the memory of the June 4 bicident. The media focused on the 
tightening up of security in the Tiananmen Square and university campuses, control of 
information flow and dissidents' activities. 
2. Hong Kong: Recollection of the past with the help ofpublic memorial events 
organized by the Alliance and various civic groups. 
3. Overseas/Litemational: Commemorative activities organized by the dissidents' groups. 
6.2 The Commemoration Project in 1994 
The commemoration of the June 4 bicident inherited a similar format since the first 
anniversary. The Alliance established a "commemoration calendar" and memorial 
events are held at definite time ofthe year. For instance they incorporated the memorial 
of the June 4 Licident with the traditional Ching Ming Festival as a lead up event. The 
public is invited to lay wreaths in front mock monument erected near the Cultural Center 
in Tsimshatsui. Every year they organize a march on the Sunday immediate preceding 
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June 4. The proceedings of the candle light vigil on June 4 follow a similar format, bi 
a way these events becomes highly predictable for both the public and the media. 
The number of anniversary stories decreased significantly in 1994 and the 
commemoration project was represented almost like a franchise of the Alliance rather 
than the effort of the whole Hong Kong community? The commemorative project of 
June 4 in 1994 was somehow "institutionalized" or "ritualized" by the Alliance. 
Coverage of the commemoration events thus became a routine for thejoumalists. 
As a seniorjoumalist of Ming Pao, Lam Kei Kuen recalled, coverage of the June 4 
anniversary is standardized, ‘‘During early aftemoon meeting we always discuss the 
available stories of the day. The June 4 candle light is a must (mandatory) for the paper. 
The most important thing is to get a shot (news photo) of the gathering and once the 
position of the photo is fixed then it is almost done. “ 
Describing his consideration in assigning reporters to cover the events an editor Lai Sek 
Fun said, "The candle light is very standard stuffand I would not care who will cover it. 
Even juniors can do the job. And honestly I do not have many options, we are so under 
staffed.” 
Both the Sunday march and the candle light vigil in Victoria Park did not feature new 
angles that might provide a news peg for the reporters. They were highly predictable 
and easy to tum into news stories. They were still regarded to be important as these 
2 In the 1990 sample there are 138 items in Ming Pao and 94 items in the Oriental Daily News. 
hi 1994，there are 50 items in Ming Pao and 47 items in the Oriental Daily News. 
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events attracted a huge crowd, despite the number ofparticipants is decreasing over the 
years. But journalists were still under pressure to look for "new stufF'. As I shall 
show in later sections the urge for "novelty" has probed different representations of the 
news actors. 
Besides, the journalists also explain the coverage of the June 4 Incident as a moral 
obligation. Manyjoumalists agree that "the public would expect us to cover the 
commemoration, if we do not have it we are going to get into trouble. People will ask if 
we have made a U-tum."^ 
6.3 Shifting Media Representation of Key Actors 
6.3. lDenunciation of China Euphemized 
Coded words were effective in reminding people of the responsibility of the Chinese 
government. By using the less value-laden terms the media had avoided advocating a 
particular stance towards the event. The use of the term "June 4 Incident" or "June 4” 
as the shorthand of the violent crackdown of the 1989 Democracy Movement becomes 
unproblematic in 1994. Whereas terms like "tragedy" or “bloody crackdown" are often 
used to highlight the catastrophe and the emotion were seldom used, not even in wire 
stories. "Tiananmen massacre" was used once in a news wire report of former British 
Prime Minister Edward Heath urging people to forget the massacre. 
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Exceptions are found in a news analysis in the Oriental Daily News on May 27，1994 and 
a Ming Pao editorial on June 1，1994. In both articles June 4 was referred as "the 
bloody crackdown in 1989". The term "tragedy" was used only once. 
As the world focused on China on the fifth anniversary of June 4，representations ofthe .-• • . I »• • 
Chinese government are found to be negative: It refuses to apologize and is paranoid 
about the anniversary, it forbids its people to talk to the press and tightens up control 
during the "sensitive period". Dissidents are arrested or harassed and no commemoration 
ofthe upheaval was allowed. 
Nevertheless explicit condemnation of the Chinese government by the Alliance is toned 
down or hardly visible. In 1990，denunciation of the Chinese government by protestors 
was common in media's coverage of commemorative activities while in 1994 such 
denunciation was euphemized. Such avoidance is apparent when reports of Oriental 
Daily News and Ming Pao about the candle light vigil are contrasted. Although the 
anniversary stories were not placed on the first page ofthe local news section they took 
up a lot more space in Oriental Daily News than in Ming Pao . 
The Chinese government was condemned by leaders of the Alliance in the eulogy: 
'Pronouncing the eulogy, Szeto Wah said, "Five years ... We did not forget your 
sacrifice [victims ofJune 4]. We did not forget the slaughters who had slain you ” 
Sezto Wah reinstated in the eulogy that the victims had given up their lives for 
democracy. He emphasized that the road to democracy and freedom was long and 
difficult but the Alliance would persist till the end.， 
3 Interview Ma San. 
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Labor unionist Han Dongfang in the capacity of a Christian said that he would pray for 
"the sinners of the massacre". 
The Ming Pao report of the candle light vigil is found at the lower left comer of the page, 
a relatively obscure position on the main news section. Ming Pao quoted the same 
persons as Oriental Daily News including leaders of the Alliance Cheung Man Kwong 
and Sezto Wah, as well as exiled labor unionist Han Dongfang. However, Ming Pao 
tumed what they said into indirect speech and the eulogy was summarized injust one 
briefsentence: "Both Hang Dongfang and Sezto Wah were not able to forget the trauma 
of the past. They appealed to the participants to continue the struggle." According to 
Bell (1991) indirect speech puts the journalist in control of focusing the story. Ln this case 
condemnation ofthe Chinese government was candidly avoided by paraphrasing the 
news sources. 
63.2Community in Exile Marginalized 
Following the crackdown in 1989 the media had shown great interest in updating the 
activities of the student leaders and intellectuals who fled China. The interest did not 
last long and the glory of the heroes also faded away. On the 5^ anniversary, former 
student leaders, scholars or pro-democracy movement activists were more commonly 
categorized as “dissidents”. Although media reports still used the term "pro -democracy 
activists，，（or democrats) the term "dissidents" is preferred/ By adopting the label, the 
exile community is regarded to be a "group with dissenting views" rather than a group 
with a mission or a mandate. 
4 "pro-democracy activists" refers to 民運人士 and "dissidents" refers to 異見人士 
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The media were still friendly to the student leaders and the community in exile but 
instead ofseeing them as "heroes in the battle against the CCP" their presence was a kind 
of"bookmaj:k" ofthe event. Their news value increased as the anniversary approaches or 
when they were involved with the local politics. For example in 1994 Hong Kong 
government refused entry visas for US-based Chinese scholars Liu Binyan and Ren Ming. 
Hong Kong media interviewed them to solicit their reaction and their comments. 
Student leaders are found to be less visible in the media reports. In 1994 the only 
instance that student leader was made the focus ofanews article is an interview with 
Wuer Kaixi.5 The main theme ofthe article is Wuer's plan for the future 一 promoting 
democracy in China. Wuer is called “a 1989 Student Movement leader who draws 
attention oftens and thousands of Chinese people". However, the reporter asked him to 
defend his "appreciation ofwestem life style". 
6.3.3Positioning Protest 
][n 1990 commemorative events were credited as "patriotic engagement" of the Hong 
Kong people and media accounts of marches or rallied focused on the passions ofthe 
people. Five years later the media had routinized these events and evaluated them with 
, their standard value system. As Todd Gitlin argued that either 'Violence" or "the absent 
of it" makes stories in media's representation of protest. Un-expectedness is something 
that the newspapers look for in making routine stories more attractive. Editors blow up 
5 Kong Lai Fun, “Wuer Kaixi Has to Study Hard to Pave the Way ofthe Chinese Pro-Democracy 
Movement", MingPao, June 3，1994. 
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minor scuffles during the 1994 anniversary march as they strive to provide something 
“new’，and “unexpected，’ for the readers. Both newspapers positioned the march as an 
important event ofthe day but conflicts between the police and the marchers were 
intensified by news headlines and news photographs/ 
"Three Thousand Citizens March to Commemorate June 4 
"Handing Appeals to NCNA Police and Citizens Clash 
"Alliance Leaders and Police Officer "Microphone War"^ 
The Oriental Daily News headline was a three-decker, abstracting the story as a "clash" 
and a 'Var". Disregarding the reporter's account ofthe orderly and generally peaceful 
march the editors are preoccupied with conflicts. Phrases like "clash" and "war" have 
positioned the protestors as a potential threat to law and order. 
News story of the march focused on the tactics rather than the demands ofthe 
participants. The Glasgow Media Group concluded in their studies of media coverage 
ofindustrial disputes that the tactics rather than the views ofthe protestors are more 
likely to be reported (1976，1980).' The appeal ofthe protestors is briefly summarized 
in two to three sentences but emphasis is put on the confrontation between the police and 
the participants over the wrath laying in front ofthe New China News Agency building in 
6 Ming Pao positioned the march at the center ofpage A2 while Oriental Daily News 
put it on page 4, the first page of the Hong Kong news section. 
7 OrientalDailyNews. May 30, 1994. 
g Originally quoted in Sue Abel, Shaping the News.{l991) Auckland University Press. Auckland. 
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Wanchai. 
News photographs were also used to highlight the row between marchers and the police. 
The image ofprotestors as a potential threat to law and order was more.salient than the 
image of patriots. For instance Ming Pao published two news photos with the news 
report. The image of a protestor being stopped by the police from moving was 
magnified while a shot of the peaceful procession was comparatively small. Although 
the Oriental Daily News played up the conflict of the protestors and the police the 
treatment of images was more arbitrary. Among the five news photographs only one 
indicated the presence of the police and the restjust focused on demonstrators carrying 
placards and banners. 
6.3.4Moralizing Hong Kong People 
For thejoumalists and the readers the commemorative events were highly symbolic and 
very often the reporters inclined to interpret the meaning for the readers. The major tool 
for making meaning ofthe commemorative events is the number ofparticipants. 
Journalists used numbers for two main reasons: to establish objectivity and at the same 
time to express and enhance the news value ofthe story (Bell, 1991). Besides news media 
also rely on numbers to establish Tactuality' (Van Dijk, 1988). In the context of the 
June 4 anniversaries figures are used forjustifying newsworthiness and interpreting the 
meaning ofJune 4. The bigger the tum out the more valuable is the event. Ifthe 
numbers ofparticipants are low the movement are implicitly discredited as lacking 
popular support. Popular support of the anniversary activities was not only seen as the 
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evidence of June 4 remembrance but also as an indicator of the level of approval ofthe 
incoming Beijing government by Hong Kong people. The number of participants 
indicates the social remembrance and forgetting of thel989 atrocity and the brutality of 
the China authorities. Reporters continually cited and negotiated the number of 
participants in the anniversary activities. For instance, Ming Pao published a table 
listing the number ofparticipants in previous years. The figures and the trends make 
news for thejoumalists but they also tended to distrust the figures claimed by the 
organizers or the police. 
“The Alliance has a tendency to play up the numbers while the police wanted to play it 
down. We can neither believe the Alliance or the police. What we can do is to rely on 
our own estimation," an editor said.' 
Though numbers serve as information and a rhetoric device, journalists tried to avoid the 
traps of numbers and establish the fact that Hong Kong people did not forget the June 4 
Dicident. 
"It is akeady five years since June 4 Incident happened. Although many 
considered it as something in the past and should not care about it anymore many 
citizens have not forget. 3000 people put it in action and participated in the big 
march yesterday. Among them some even show up every time during the last five 
years." 
In an article titled "Have not Forget: Participating Citizens Show Up Every Year" the 
reporter attempted to indicate that Hong Kong people were not absentminded.'° 
9 Interview Wong Hon Kwan 
'° Ming Pao, May 30，1994. 
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Continuous support of the movement means the supporters still had not come to terms 
with the incoming sovereign. Such persistence was unusual among Hong Kong people 
and it was cherished and glorified by the media. 
6.3.5Re-negotiation of Chinese-ness 
In 1994, patriotism and the pan-Chinese consciousness were totally de-emphasized in the 
coverage. The commemoration of June 4 was no longer a collective act of all Chinese 
people nor anything related to patriotism. Reports of overseas commemorations were 
sporadic. The activities were understood as actions of the Chinese communities in exile 
rather than a pan-Chinese project. It was noteworthy that the phrases "Chinese all over 
the world" used relatively frequently in 1990 disappeared in the 1994 coverage. 
Instead the media recognize the special role played by Hong Kong in supporting the pro-
democracy movement. Hong Kong's response to the June 4 Incident is explained as 
mere indignation rather than political opposition. 
90' 
6.4 Subdued Commemoration of the Media 
Comparing to the first anniversary the newspapers were less active in reminding the 
public of the June 4 Incident. Oriental Daily News did not publish any retrospectives or 
special articles on the anniversary. Ming Pao’ limited the remembrance of the 1989 pro-
democracy movement to one full page of stories on May 30，1994 and two retrospective 
articles in June. 
Ming Pao placed the retrospective of June 4 in the China News section. Positioning the 
retrospective within China news context had made the June 4 Incident a Chinese issue 
instead of a Hong Kong issue, hi other words the "shadow" ofthe past only looms large 
in China rather than Hong Kong. 
The retrospective also presupposes background knowledge ofthe 1989 democracy 
movement. The working horizon of time for the journalists is a "post June 4" era. 
The concem about the future is much stronger than the past. There is also no intention 
ofattributing responsibility of the abrupt and violent ending of the Movement. The voice 
of the victims and their families is not heard. 
Consisting offive articles, five photos and two tables the main theme ofthe retrospective 
is "The Shadow of June 4”. There are two sub-themes: 1) Aftermath: situation ofChina 
after June 4，2) Reflection: what do people think about June 4. The special page leads 
with an analysis ofthe impact ofJune 4 on Chinese politics, based on an interview with 
“a Chinese scholar" who "declined to be named". It is followed by a review of China's 
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policy change in a chronological order. Accompanying the reviews are two tables 
summarizing the situation of the 21 student leaders and democrats released since 1989. 
Reflection on June 4 is accomplished with an article authored by known former student 
leader, Wang Dan, who discussed the meaning of the 1989 democracy movement. Beijing 
residents' sentiment towards the tragedy and comments of some Hong Kong people are 
presented in two articles. The Beijing sentiment is typified as life stories of two Beijing 
residents who had been supporting the students and the movement. The righteous and 
self-less people in Beijing are noted as "money-minded" and "politically apathetic". 
The retrospective ends with, "Different views of Hong Kong people". Political 
opinion leaders from the pro-China and the pro-democracy camp are asked to evaluate 
and comment on the pro-democracy movement five years ago. 
In this retrospective no reminder of the violent ending of the event is found. Violence or 
tragedy is just a passing remark in Wang Dan's article. Archive photos are being used 
to retell the stories of June 4. The photographs chosen illustrate the fervent nature ofthe 
1989 movement (e.g. Cheering crowd in Tiananmen with the Goddess ofDemocracy in 
the background, camps mushroomed near the Monument of the People's Heroes) but the 
image of the carnage is obviously missing. 
6.4JShrinking Public Sphere 
MingPao was the site ofaheated debate about the meaning ofJune 4 on the first 
anniversary. Writers of different backgrounds contributed to the opinion page and 
negotiated the meaning and the lessons ofthe June 4 Incident. On the fifth anniversary 
the debate was tamed. Three writers contribute articles to the Forum page. Gary 
92' 
Cheng Kai Nan, secretary general ofDemocratic Alliance ofthe Betterment ofHong 
Kong, a pro-Beijing party; Allen Lee, chief ofthe Liberal Party, which represent the 
interests of the business community and Sezto Wah the chairperson of the Alliance 
express their views on the June 4 Incident. The party leaders' positions on the June 4 
kicident are somehow predictable for the editors. As a result, the editor, though 
virtually has no control over the content, is able to guarantee or predict a balanced 
composition of different views. Such arrangement to maintain a balance of views has 
ensured space and opportunity for alternative versions of the past to emerge. 
6.4 The Contexts of Changes in the June 4 Memory 
Many westem countries imposed sanctions on China after the crackdown on June 4. 
But most European governments followed former US President George Bush in making 
peace with China during the Gulf War and had continued to court Beijing. President 
Bill Clinton failed to force improvements in human rights by trade and finally decided to 
separate the two." Although Hong Kong was suffering from a confidence crisis the 
local economy had grown relentlessly over the last five years on the back of double-digit 
growth of the Chinese economy. Polls results indicated that most Hong Kong people 
still consider Chinese government had erred (75%) but economic development (over 40%) 
is more important than democracy (around 15%) for China.^^ 
The major problem facing Hong Kong was the handover in 1997. Britain had adopted a 
”South China Moming Post, June 4，1994，p.l4 
12 MingPao, June 5’ 1994’ p.B2. 
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tougher stance towards China after the Tiananmen crackdown, aiming at restoring British 
honor in the de-colonization ofHong Kong. In 1994，Hong Kong was overshadowed 
by the row between China and Britain over the financing of the new airport and the 
constitutional development. 
The memory ofJune 4 remains as a reminder that the future sovereign is an authoritarian 
regime, a stumbling block in the China-Hong Kong relations. Recognizing the 
influence of China, different groups altered their course. The newly-formed Democratic 
Party led by active members of the Alliance decided to delete all references to the June 4 
crackdown from its party manifesto?� The decision was criticized as a bid to please 
Beijing although the leaders defended the change as "a matter ofpresentation". 
The Hong Kong Government was also lambasted for intervening in the making ofhistory. 
Textbook publishers had toned down the June 4 account in its Chinese history textbook in 
accordance with Education Department's advice given after the Director ofEducation 
implied June 4 Incident should not be put into history textbooks. 
These incidents documented how different groups interpreted the memory of June 4. It is 
quite clear that romanticism evident in 1990 had been replaced by more pragmatic 
considerations. 
u The original version of the Democratic Party platform, circulated to aU members in June condemned the 
Tiananmen crackdown as "a tragedy for China, which proves that the government is acting against the 
people's will and confronting people." "The Chinese Government should overturn the verdict on the 
rebellious nature of the movement and reaffirm the movement as patriotic." 
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Different groups organized commemorative events to mark the fifth anniversary but the 
number of participants dropped and events on a smaller scale were ignored by the press. 
The support showed for the Alliance also decreased and it was not only evident in poll 
results but also the donation received by the Alliance. 
In 1994 both the media and the public started to raise questions about the fate of the 
Alliance as China was going to take over Hong Kong over in 1997. The public 
commemoration ofJune 4，linked with the future of the Alliance and other pro-
democracy groups, served as a signal for the destiny ofHong Kong. Totally legitimate 
under the British Hong Kong Government, these groups are eyesores for the Chinese 
government. The banning of the groups and their activities in 1997 would be seen as 
infringement of freedom as well as a breach ofthe Basic Law. Their presence is highly 
symbolic for the unprecedented ‘One country, two systems' policy，. 
While it was a common sense in 1990 that June 4 was a massacre, four years later people 
were not sure if it was an accident or a necessary evil. ]Qi the five years since the 
crackdown, human rights in China had hardly improved but Hong Kong people believed 
otherwise. About 50% ofthe respondents to the opinion survey believe that human 
rights in China had improved since the crackdown in 1989. 
ln the media discourse June 4 bicident is no longer a concem for the "Chinese" (as a 
people), bistead it is positioned as a “China” affair and Hong Kong only expressed its 
concerns as part of China. Hong Kong people though abhorred by the bloody 
suppression ofthe democracy movement realize that its dependence on China continues 
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to expand in the economic field and beyond. Therefore, the reform in China is all-
important: if it continues and is successful Hong Kong people should be able to look 
forward to a bright future. 
6.5 The Role of the Media 
It can be argued that the tone adopted towards China is milder because its government 
seemed to be more constrained and conciliatory towards dissidents. A number of 
famous democrats such as Wang Dan, Chen Zhimeng and Wang Juntao had been released. 
But it can also be viewed as an act of compliance ofHong Kong's media. According 
to Kelman (quoted in Lee, 1998) compliance is one ofthe early processes of opinion 
change which may eventually develop into identification and internalization. 
Compliance implies verbal or overt changes to attain certain instrumental goals without 
accompanying changes in belief. The incoming sovereign is resourceful in rewarding 
and punishing Hong Kong media." By routinizing the coverage of June 4 the media 
would prevent criticism ofkowtowing to Beijing and at the same time avoid agitating the 
incoming power. 
The Hong Kong press found a hard struggle of self-censorship looms ahead. Senior 
management of Asia Television interfered with its News Department by trying to stop the 
screening of footage on the "clearing" ofthe Tiananmen Square in 1989 in its public 
14 According to Lee (1998) China disseminates political honor, economic benefits and information as 
rewards for the media. China has bestowed a variety of political titles on the Hong Kong elites, including 
some media owners. The Chinese government would co-opt media owners orjoumalists through honor, 
respect, gifts and banquets. It also patronized the media with advertising resources as well as information 
including scoops, exclusive interviews and access to mainland officials. 
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affairs programs on the fifth anniversary. Six veteran journalists resigned in protest of 
the interference. Further claims of self-censorship emerged in a Hong Kong Journalists' 
Association report, which named severaljoumalists who claimed to be pressured by the 
management to stop speaking out on anti-China issues. The cases are in addition to the 
well publicized incidents ofTVB's refusal to screen the controversial BBC documentary 
Chairman Mao: the Last Emperor, STAR TV's decision to drop the BBC World Service 
from its China signal. 
It is clear that the press was still suspicious of China but it was also concerned about the 
effect of agitating China. Journalists abhorred pro-China labels for fear of damaging 
their own credibility but they also tried to avoid confrontation with Beijing. The 
anniversary of the June 4 Licident provide an opportunity forjoumalists to re-narrate the 
story ofthe student-led democracy movement. By reporting anniversary stories the 
media avoid criticism of self~censorship. However, less critical stance adopted towards 
the Chinese government also helped them in managing a formidable relationship with 
China. 
The role ofthe exiled community receded from the news headlines and became a 
backdrop of the memory of June 4. Faced with a lot of problems the pro-democracy 
community in exile made not much progress in developing the democracy movement 
overseas. It was indeed deeply divided in their beliefs and their strategies in pursuing 
democracy. More importantly they lost media's attention as their advocacy work is too 
familiar and futile to become news for the media. Student leaders, such as Wuer Kaixi 
and Chai Ling, who commanded worldwide attention are becoming silent. Criticism 
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and hostile statements emerge. According to the Hong Kong University June 4 opinion 
poll more than 60 % of the respondents consider the student leaders incapable to develop 
democracy. 
On the fifth anniversary of the June 4 ticident, the media played down the pan-
Chineseness in their reports about the anniversary. The pan-Chineseness concept 
dominating coverage in 1990，was useful for Hong Kong people to position themselves in 
the movement. Being a member of the Chinese community their support for the pro-
democracy movement is justified. For the last century Hong Kong was "an indigenous 
based society fused by syncretic cultural elements" (Chun, 1996). Among the Chinese 
in Hong Kong there was a total absence of a shared identity. This ambivalent identity 
has become problematic when Britain decided to handover Hong Kong to China in 1997. 
Hong Kong people were disoriented as they are forced to equate ethnic and political 
identity. 
As time goes by support of the overseas Chinese community decreased tremendously. 
Support of all Chinese nationals appeared to be useless and unnecessary. Hong Kong 
people found themselves the only group showing support to the pro-democracy 
movement. The memory of the June 4 incident played out mainly in the Hong Kong -
China relationship. Burying the pan-Chinese notion was not only a reflection of the real 
life situation but also an awareness ofHong Kong's positions vis-a-vis China. 
The remembrance of June 4 thus not only focuses on the past but the present situation, 
kiterpretation ofHong Kong as part of China thus can be viewed as what cultural 
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scholars called "an interpretive mechanism" through which Hong Kong people position 
themselves within a situation of power. (Chun, 1996) 
6.6 Summary 
It is found that the mediated memory of the June 4 Incident started to shift. 
Representations ofthe Chinese government are less negative and the media show less 
interest in the activity of the former student leaders. Collective memory of the June 4 
Licident is no longer used to construct a pan-Chinese identity or reinforce a sense of 
patriotism but a tool to maintain a Hong Kong identity. 
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Chapter 7: Commemoration ofJune 4 on the Eve ofthe Handover in 
1997 
The loss ofHong Kong to Britain is seen as a kind ofhumiliation by the Chinese 
government and the reversion of the city was celebrated as a triumph over colonialism 
and it is a kind of"national pride". The memory of the June 4 bicident is 
problematic as the mnemonic groups position it as "national shame". The Chinese 
government believes the memory of the June 4 Incident should be buried. 
hi October 1996 Chinese Vice-Premier Qian Qichen told the Asian Wall Street 
Journal that commemorative activities would be prohibited after 1997? According 
to Qian "in the future, Hong Kong should not hold political activities which directly 
interfere in the affairs ofMainland". He also warned the local media that they can 
"put forward criticisms, but not rumors or lies," “nor can they put forward personal 
attacks on Chinese leaders."^ 
While Qian Qichen tried to intimidate Hong Kong, the SAR ChiefExecutive 
designate Tung Chee Hwa asked Hong Kong to forget the tragedy. Criticizing the 
activities ofthe Alliance he said it was time for Hong Kong people to put behind them 
"the baggage" of the June 4 crackdown and focus on the reunification with China? 
According to Tung, the smooth transition was haunted by the memory of the brutal 
suppression of demonstrators. 
1 Asian WallStreetJoumal, 16 October 1996. 
2 South China Moming Post, 17 October 1996 (Quoted in Cheng (1997), The Other Hong Kong Report. 
The Chinese University Press, Hong Kong.) 
3 South China Moming Post, June 3, 1997. 
100' 
Efforts of inhibiting memory of the past were strongly resisted. 7,000 people took 
part in the Sunday march organized by the Alliance and 55,000 attended the candle 
light vigil on June 4 after Tung Chee Hwa told them to "drop the baggage ofJune 4". 
Turnout to both events were at a record high since 1993. 
Legislators of the democracy camp accused Tung of trying to alienate Hong Kong 
people. Columnists and newspaper editorials wamed that any attempt to prohibit 
memorial activities would erode freedom ofHong Kong. 
7.1 Contradictions in the Memory ofJune 4 
The Alliance continued its role as the major organizer of the commemorative events 
and the media treated the events as the franchise of the Alliance. However, in 1997 
the anniversary was marked by a stronger presence ofuniversity students and the 
disputes over the erection of a permanent monument for the incident. 
University students were leaders of the pro-democracy movement in 1989 before the 
setting up of the Alliance on May 21, 1989. Their role in the pro-Chinese 
democracy movement retracted dramatically after the crackdown and the press did not 
give much attention to student activities. 
bi 1997，media focused again their attention on the student movements, which were 
closely related to the dispute over icons ofthe June 4 Licident. Students' unions of 
seven universities decided to launch an iconic campaign: painting pictures of the 
Goddess ofDemocracy on the campuses as reminders of the Tiananmen massacre. 
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They were also key actors in the controversy of the erection of a monument: the Pillar 
of Shame. The "Pillar of Shame" was a two-meter artwork depicting a mass of 50 
bodies writhing in pain. The two municipal councils interpreted the sculptural 
representation of the Tiananmen Square killings as "provocative" and rejected the 
Alliance's application for exhibiting the statue in Shatin Park and Kowloon Park. 
The statue was allowed to stay in the Victoria Park for only two days. 
Students' union ofthe University ofHong Kong decided to "borrow" it from the 
Alliance and display it outside the unions' office in Pokfulam. Scuffles occurred as 
the students were stopped by university security from entering the campus. 
Nevertheless with the help ofhundreds of citizens the students finally put the statue in 
front of the vice-chancellor's residence. The vice-chancellor ordered the removal of 
the statue after two weeks and was criticized for censorship. 
Students' unions ofdifferent universities decided to take tums in housing the statue 
which was meant to commemorate the victims of the June 4 massacre. The public has 
different views about the statue. Some rejected it as weak in artistic merit while 
others thought it was too political and provocative. The university authority and the 
municipal councils were alleged as practicing self-censorship to please the new 
master. 
The Alliance, recognizing that it was almost impossible to erect or build any 
permanent monuments for the incident, decided to push the issue further. The 
Alliance chief Szeto Wah, who is a also legislator, tabled a motion in the Legislative 
Council calling for the vindication of June 4. Members of the pro-China Democratic 
Alliance for the Betterment ofHong Kong (DAB) walked out from the debate to 
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avoid embarrassment. The motion was passed with overwhebning support of 
legislators of the democratic camp. 
7.2 The Media and the June 4 Commemoration 
The coverage of the anniversary followed a similar script as that in 1994. The 
journalists formulated the anniversary as a story that played out in Beijing and Hong 
Kong but stories about the overseas activities decreased considerably. 
Media's attention on the eighth anniversary ofJune 4 may be explained in terms of 
Allen Bell's "superlativeness": It is the first anniversary after the long awaited death 
ofDeng Xiaoping in February and the last anniversary before the colony revert to 
Chinese rule. 
The anniversary in 1997 drew worldwide media attention and the narratives of the 
eighth anniversary were incorporated as part of the larger narratives about the 
handover of Hong Kong. The change in sovereignty over Hong Kong on July 1， 
1997 is an international "media event" with more than 8,OOOjoumalists from different 
parts of the world reporting the handover to different parts of the world. 
The observance of the candle light vigil attracted more than 800 reporters and the 
majority of them saw it as the last chance for the colony to mom the victims of June 4 
and express their anger towards the incoming sovereignty. Journalists portray the 
commemoration as an occasion to moum the dying freedoms ofHong Kong and its 
falling prey to an oppressive regime. 
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It is presented in the following sections that the images of different actors changed as 
the China factor became much more imminent than ever. Such change is related to 
journalistic considerations as well as the change of social mood. 
7.3 Representations ofMajor Actors in 1997 
7.3.1 Chinese Government Rehabilitated 
The “script” of China was basically the same with attention on Chinese government's 
tactics of suppressing commemorative events and controlling information flow. 
As the first anniversary after Deng Xiaoping's death the media, however, did not 
invoke memories ofDeng's role in the crackdown of demonstrators. Deng was only 
mentioned when the media speculatedd the likelihood of reverting the verdict of June 
4. 
Editors of the local press were keen to focus the public's attention on the "leniency" 
of the Chinese government, bi May, 1997 there were reports about less severe 
punishment of dissidents by provincial courts.^ The media read it as signs of 
improvements despite many dissidents, such as Wang Dan, were still imprisoned. 
The press was optimistic and decoded less severe punishment as major changes of 
government policy towards June 4. 
Oriental Daily News readily interpreted the courts' decisions as the approval of"rule 
of law" and the “defrosting of June 4" issue.^ It also speculated that the Chinese 
^MmgPao,May31, 1997 
5 Oriental Daily News, May 31’ 1997’ p.A4 
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President Jiang Zemin would start political reform soon after he consolidated his 
power. One editorial in Ming Pao commented the court's decision as "favorable for 
the harmony of the society"/ 
7.3.2 Mainland Dissidents and Former Student Leaders Criticized 
Freedom Fighters or Asylum Seekers 
Media attention to former student leaders who lived in exile decreased over the years. 
As Schudson (1992) suggested these people were now "notes" of the past rather than 
"news" for the media. As Hong Kong was going to become part of China, a group 
of mainland dissidents who were stranded in Hong Kong had to face repatriation by 
the new SAR government. The group which has been invisible for the past years 
came forward to the press. But they were no longer "courageous fighters" but 
"asylum seekers" who were so unwilling to stay. They wrote to the Governor 
pleading for help and criticized the Alliance for insufficient support. 
Ming Pao published a special report on the fate of the mainland dissidents. 
One ofthe stranded mainland dissidents, Cheung Tai Chung threatened to immolate 
himselfduring the candle light vigil. He complained to the media that Hong Kong 
government and the Alliance did not provide enough assistance to the dissidents. 
It is obvious that thejoumalist is indifferent to his claims: 
"The impression ofCheung Tai Chun can be summarized in one word -
sensational." 
"Cheung Tai Chun claimed that he was one of the founders ofthe ‘World 
‘Ming Pao, May31, 1997. 
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Economic Herald，.，’ 
“He said he would be sentenced to three years in labor prison". 
i he cynicism is more salient when the reporter compared and evaluated the 
performances of the dissidents. Those who dared to stay in Hong Kong after 1997 
commanded more respect ofthe press and those who were frightened were despised. 
Lu Xiqing, founder ofthe China Human Rights and Democracy Movement 
Information Center, was praised by Ming Pao as "Willing to take a difficult path" “Lu 
Xiqing Choose Hong Kong and Promote Democracy". Lu's work of information 
dispatch was regarded as "sensitive" and "dangerous". The reporter also evaluated 
Lu differently as he decided to stay and continue his work though westem countries 
already offered him asylum. 
Criticizim former student leaders 
Former student leaders are regular elements ofthe anniversary coverage. Former 
student leaders, Chai Ling and Wuer Kaixi hit news headlines again during the 
anniversary period. Wuer Kaixi, residing in Taiwan after marrying a rich Taiwanese 
woman, went to Tokyo and protested against the Chinese government in front of the 
Chinese embassy. His arrest by the Tokyo police was widely reported. Chai Ling 
visited Hong Kong two weeks before June 4 but her presence evoked questions of the 
integrity of student leaders. 
Media's representation of the June 4 ticident had been charged as one-sided or over-
simplified. Nevertheless the mediated memories of the June 4 Licident were by and 
large dominated by the version offered by the news media. Such domination is often 
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challenged by other groups. 
Apart from the official propaganda one ofthe most significant challenges to the 
dominant version of June 4 was posed by an American documentary "The Gate of 
Heavenly Peace" (or "Tiananmen" in Mandarin) produced by Carma Hinton and 
Richard Gordon.? 
The documentary was controversial among both dissidents and government officials. 
The dissidents believed the documentary was meant to discredit the movement while 
Chinese government thought it was provocative. 
Premiered at the Hong Kong International Fikn Festival in March 1996 the fihn was 
well received with tickets quickly sold out. It was shown for several months in 
Hong Kong and triggered heated debates and reflections of the upheaval. 
Several former student leaders as well as political observers were interviewed in the 
three-hours fihn. According to Hinton the fihn was made “for those Chinese voices 
which are rarely heard," as she found "media coverage ofthe Tiananmen events had 
"no Chinese context" and was "one sided." Hinton also promoted her version of the 
Tiananmen events as an attempt to find out what was happening in the student camp 
throughout the critical months leading up to the showdown. Students who were by 
and large seen as heroes by many Hong Kong people were just "humans that erred". 
Chai Ling appears in the videotaped interview she gave to an Americanjoumalist 
Philip Cunningham on May 28，1989. She was quoted as saying that "only when the 
7 Amy Au, "Truth at Tiananmen", South China Moming Post, June 2, 1996. p.7 
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square is awash with blood will the people ofChina open their eyes" but she would 
leave the square herself. 
Chai Ling had been severely criticized for being obsessive and lusting for power. 
During her brief visit to Hong Kong she did not find a warm welcome by the local 
press. She was questioned for her inconsistencies and contradictions. The press 
also questioned her commitment as a democracy fighter as she was studying far from 
home and seemed to have set her eyes on the business world. 
Both Oriental Daily News and Ming Pao emphasized that Chai Ling was not 
attending the June 4 commemoration and it was disappointing for Hong Kong people. 
Reporters also highlighted the fact that Chai Ling spoke in fluent American English 
but have difficulty in expressing herself in Putonghua. 
Columnist Kevin Kwong commented, "But most intriguing of all was that Ms Chai 
managed to hold several media interviews and a press conference even though her 
visit was supposedly a private affair.” 
"Like an actress who had leamt her lines by heart, Ms Chai was ready to air her 
political views on the mainland and Hong Kong. She told one reporter: Wang Dan is 
my hero, I respect him and I hope the Chinese leaders will be more sensible and give 
him back his freedom soon." 
“Ms Chai certainly did not have violence on the mind. Rather she dined with media 
magnate Jimmy Lai Chi Ying and his wife, visited the Peak and Lan Kwai Fong bars 
and met with reporters."® 
8 Kevin Kwong, "All Change for 'private' Chai", South China Moming Post, May 25’ 1997. P.9 
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Hong Kongjoumalists had unreservedly portrayed Chai Ling as a heroine and a brave 
crusader but Chai Ling had let them down. There had been widespread discontent 
about Chai Ling amongjoumalists. A reporter complained that Chai Ling 
repeatedly ignored her request for an interview but preferred exposure in foreign 
media.9 
The impact of the documentary on Hong Kong's remembrance of the student 
movement is difficult to quantify. Nevertheless it has an obvious impact on how 
Hong Kong evaluate the student-led movement and its leaders. Referring to the 
annual opinion poll of June 4 the results showed that Hong Kong had evaluated the 
students differently. 17.4% of the respondents thought the students did the wrong 
thing in the 1989 student movement. That was a 4% increase from the 13.5% in 
1994. It is more noteworthy that more and more people showed that they were 
confused: the number ofpeople who said it was "hard to say" increased by 16.6 %.'° 
7.3.3 Beijing Citizens 
The good citizens ofBeijing are consistently portrayed as "forgetful" and "apathetic" 
about the June 4 Incident by the media since 1994 (or even earlier). Beijing people 
seem to be tamed by the economic development and few people interested in politics. 
Pictures ofTiananmen Square were repeatedly accompanied by photo captions telling 
readers that mainlanders did not remember what happened in the Square eight years 
ago. Lnages of the military were ahnost invisible and photographs of a busy Square 
filled with tourists are often shown. 
9 Interview with an anonymous reporter. 
1�See Appendix 1. 
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7.3.4 Resistance of the Past 
We have seen that the images of the students were tamished as the public was 
disillusioned but it does not mean they were rejected from our memories of June 4. 
As discussed earlier local university students assumed a more prominent role in the 
commemoration of June 4. They became key players in the controversy of the 
"Pillar of Shame". Scrutiny of the media representations of the students may shed 
light on how collective memory resists reconstruction. The power of the memory of 
June 4 is transmitted in a variety ofways. For example the painting of the Goddess of 
Democracy was shaped in a certain way by the memory of erecting the statue. 
Narration ofthe painting the Goddess ofDemocracy was marked by tensions between 
the students and university administrators. Reporters followed closely reactions of 
the university and the process of getting permission. The student campaign was 
positioned as a "student vs authority" story rather than a commemorative event. 
The "Pillar of Shame" ordeal made good stories for the media who longed for 
conflicts and dramas. The memory of the Goddess ofDemocracy was so powerful 
that it shaped not only the frame for thejoumalists to report the event but also the 
actions of the participants.^^ University students tried to erect the statue and their 
action was supported by hundreds of citizens. Intimidated by the presence of 
“Leung Man Do, "Tonight there is a war in the campus ofthe University ofHong Kong - an amnesia 
that become a memory". Ming Pao , June 11 and June 12. This is an eye-witness account contributed 
to the Century (column) section. 
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police the students sang the famous "Internationale" and shouted slogans like "police 
protect citizens". 
hi a special feature article reporter of the Oriental Daily News made an analogy of the 
confrontations in the University ofHong Kong to the setting up ofthe Goddess of 
Democracy in Tianamnen Square in 1989.'^ 
"History is always repeating, memory ofBeijing students carrying the statue ofthe 
Goddess ofDemocracy into Tiananmen Square is still vivid, eight years later 
students of the Hong Kong University insisted to display the "Pillar ofShame" on 
4 the campus. It shows again the passion for democracy ahd freedom." 
Although former student leaders were no heroes anymore but the initial impression of 
Beijing students as “freedom fighters" remained and is recalled from time to time. 
7.5.5 Repositioning Hong Kong in the Memory of June 4 
The media narrated the commemoration of June 4 in terms of grievances, patriotism 
(in 1990) and a sense of righteousness (in 1994). However in 1997，with the 
handoverjust a few weeks away the public was told the anniversary of the June 4 
bicident would be the last chance for them to express their opinion. News reports 
repeatedly implied that the Alliance would be disbanded after 1997 despite the future 
ChiefExecutive ensured that he would handle the issue according to the law. 
Hong Kong people attended the Sunday march and the candle light vigil out of fear. 
The fear ofloosing their freedoms when Hong Kong finally became a Chinese Special 
Administration Region. 
12 Oriental Daily News, June 6，1997 
111' 
Scuffles occurred again while the more aggressive April 5^ Action Group tried to put 
a mock coffin at the main entrance of the Xinhua building, bistead of positioning 
the confrontations as a potential threat to law and order in 1994 the mediajust briefly 
mentioned it near the end of the news story. For the journalists the mood of the 
people was more important. ‘ 
A reporter of Ming Pao writes, "This is the last June 4 memorial march before the 
handover ofHong Kong, the number of participants is significantly more than last 
year. The two hours march was chilled by "the wind blowing from the north". 
The Chief of the Alliance, Szeto Wah was quoted as saying that the Alliance was 
prepared to face suppression with sacrifices and civil disobedience, bi the late 
transition period the meaning of the anniversary has been twisted to an issue ofHong 
Kong's survival. 
Poll results show the Alliance gained more popular support in 1997 than in 1994. 
53.4 % of the respondents thought that the Alliance should not be disbanded.'^ 
However, fewer thought Hong Kong people should instigate the development of 
democracy in China. The survival of the Alliance is seen as a yardstick ofthe "One 
country, two systems". Hong Kong people care more about their rights and freedoms 
rather than democracy in China. 
B The University ofHong Kong, Survey on People's opinion on June 4. See Appendix 1. 
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7.3 Media's Interpretation of the Meaning ofJune 4 
Although the anniversary in 1997 is assumed to be an exceptional anniversary the 
media's did not make extra efforts in evoking the memory of the June 4 Incident. 
Oriental Daily News has made no special efforts in production of retrospectives and 
special features while Ming Pao is seen to be more active in keeping June 4 on a 
special agenda. 
A special feature in Ming Pao about the situation of the mainland dissidents and a 
series of articles are found featuring how different people react to June 4 in the 
context of 1997. The opinion section featured four commentaries on June 4. 
Three ofthe articles discussed the possibility of reverting the verdict of June 4. 
Writers come to a similar conclusion that the rehabilitation is important for China but 
it was unlikely for Chinese leaders to take action in the near future. 
While the opinion section is meant to present independent views the editorials can be 
seen as the ideology of the press. It is noteworthy that support of the incoming 
sovereign was more explicit in 1997. The newspaper endorsed the view that Hong 
Kong people should mind their own business and put June 4 aside. 
An Oriental Daily News editorial overtly supported Tung Chee Hwa's "baggage 
view" and stated that June 4 does not matter for Hong Kong?* Remembrance of the 
June 4 is a major obstacle of the Hong Kong and China relation. Therefore, Hong 
Kong people should 'Valk out the shadows of June 4”. 
14 "Unloading the baggage does not mean forgetting history", Oriental Daily News, June 3’ 1997 
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"The most imminent problem that face Hong Kong is to play a constructive role for 
China. The reform and open door policy of China will benefit Hong Kong further. 
Hong Kong people can not decide the reversion of the verdict. But every Hong 
Kong people can contribute and make Hong Kong economically successful and a 
better society." 
"China's reluctance in reverting the verdict on June 4 does not mean it will not allow 
Hong Kong people to rule Hong Kong." 
The analysis also found Oriental Daily News highly critical of students' action in 
putting up the "Pillar of Shame" on the campus]= The editorial dismissed the 
statue as "a political totem" and it "should not be placed freely，，. Echoing official 
statements on the June 4 Incident the democracy movement in China is "the internal 
affair of China". As the "well water", Hong Kong should not meddle with the "river 
water" and "It is better for Hong Kong to draw a clear line between the two and stay 
away from it." 
"Hong Kong is going to revert to Chinese rule. Hong Kong has no intention to 
interfere with China's internal politics. When will China develop a Westem 
democratic system is only the business of the 1.2 billion people and the Chinese 
Communist Party. Hong Kong people, including university students, are free to 
commemorate June 4. However, the form ofthe commemoration has to be 
determined by the particular time and space." 
Oriental Daily News considered Hong Kong people should remain alienated from 
China. Patriotism was no longer necessary and the best strategy is "to stay away" 
and "mind your own business". The memory of the June 4 Licident was interpreted 
''"A few words for the students of the University ofHong Kong", Oriental Daily News, June 6,1997. 
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as a binding force ofthe worldwide Chinese community and defended Hong Kong 
against Communist threats. As Hong Kong would eventually become part of China, 
the traumatic past has to be appropriated for a new political identity. 
7.3 Interpreting the Changes 
7,4.1 Political Context 
The final months ofHong Kong before the handover were marked by intervention of 
Chinese policies and dominance of the state. The selection of 
Tung Chee Hwa as the Chief-Executive according to a preconceived plan of the 
Chinese authorities in December 1996 made the Chinese influence more tangible. 
Alarms raised by the Alliance against more restrictive laws to curb demonstrations 
were not unfound. Two ofthe most contentious proposals debated were the 
suggestions of the ChiefExecutive designate to repeal the Public Order (Amendment) 
Ordinance and the Societies (Amendment) Ordinance. By repealing the two 
amended Ordinances the SAR government became more powerful to declare any 
political party illegal and censuring demonstrations. 
As a result the discourse about the June 4 bicident was dominated by fear. The fear 
of an end to all the freedoms that Hong Kong enjoyed as a British colony. The press 
also told the readers that the memory of June 4 is a major impediment to the smooth 
unification with China and,therefore, Hong Kong should remain quiet on the intemal 
affairs of China. 
In the words ofDonohue et al. (1995) the media are playing the role of"a sentry for 
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groups having sufficient power and influence to create their own security systems." 
The media are "guard dog" for the incoming sovereign. The June 4 Licident is a 
repugnant past that obstructs the handover and it is necessary to contain the 
remembrance of it. 
7.4.2 Journalistic Practices 
Hong Kong people are disillusioned by the overseas pro-democracy groups as they 
achieve little in promoting democracy in China. There are dozens of Chinese human 
rights and pro-democracy groups overseas, mainly in the U.S. Many of these groups 
are small in size, heavily reliant on donations. There were also occasional criticisms 
ofthe conduct of the activists and allegations of financial malpractice. 
A senior editor, Lai Sek Fun explained, "There were not much these people can do 
overseas. Their connections with China had been cut off gradually. I will not tum 
to them for comments on China policy as they do not understand the current 
situation." 
Declining interest in the exile community arises logistical needs. As they have no 
more influence on China politics and its foreign relations, the media considers them to 
be just "marker" of the past rather than “newsmaker” of the present. Moreover the 
groups are mainly based in the U.S. and the newspapers do not have the manpower to 
monitor their activities. 
. T h e controversial documentary "Gate of Heavenly Peace，，also competed with the 
news media in proposing an alternative view of the student movement. The 
documentary contradicted dominant portrayal ofstudent leaders as heroes and 
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emphasized their weakness as human beings. The great success of the fihn became 
news and the media incorporated it in the news discourse. Journalists evaluate 
student leaders and dissidents according to the fihn. That may explain the questions 
pressed on Chai Ling and the hostility against her. The fikn not only 
demythologized the movement but also affected Hong Kong people's evaluation of 
the student leaders. 
7.4 Summary 
It is found that the Hong Kong media contained the recollection of the June 4 hicident 
on the eve of the handover. The media's role in the memory work is complicated. 
The commemoration ofthe June 4 Incident is interpreted as a yardstick ofHong 
Kong's freedoms after the handover. The June 4 Incident is commemorated not out 
of retaining the past but address imminent fears of the future. The media also 
demobilized the remembrance of the past, implying that the memory ofthe past is 
detrimental to the future. Instead ofusing the memory ofthe June 4 bicident as a 
political glue, it becomes the border between Hong Kong and China. 
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Chapter 8: Commemorating the June 4 Incident in a Chinese City 
The 10'h Anniversary ofJune 4 in 1999 
"Many Chinese have buried their memories of the horror that took place around 
Tiananmen Square in June 4, 1989’ but the event may never fade from the world 's 
consciousness. “ -Time, June 5, 1999 , . 
Ten years after the bloody crackdown, the passion ofHong Kong had been tempered 
by realism. However, just as what psychologist called "flashbulb" memories most 
people remember the tragedy as the anniversary approaches. 
In general the public and the media regard the tenth anniversary ofhistoric event as a 
special occasion, which deserve more attention or celebration. The public was 
engaged again in the remembrance of June 4 with retrospectives, special programs, 
feature stories, editorials and column articles saturated across the media. Memorial 
events organized by the Alliance assumed similar format as that ofthe previous years. 
The Sunday march and the candle light vigil were held without interruption and tum 
out to the candle light vigil were the highest since 1993. 
The 10^ anniversary ofJune 4 is a special “media event" as what Dayan and 
Katz(1992) conceptualized it. It is more significant than the previous anniversaries 
in terms of the coverage it received and the public discussion it evoked: though the 
quantity ofrelated news items decreased the anniversary related stories are more 
salient as news stories have taken up more space and are positioned more prominently. 
The press also paid extra efforts in making retrospectives in different forms. 
Oriental Daily News for the first time published a retrospective to mark the 10^ 
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anniversary. The retrospective was published for 10 consecutive days and the 
articles took up one full page. The retrospective focused on the former student 
leaders living in exile. Reporters and correspondents were assigned to interview the 
student leaders living in U.S. and France. Instead of relying heavily on the news 
agencies Oriental Daily News also sent their own reporters to cover events in Beijing 
on the eve of the anniversary. 
Ming Pao reminded its readers of the 10^ anniversary by publishing a series of 
articles in the news section in the weeks leading to the anniversary. People from all 
walks of life were asked to reflect on the June 4 Licident. It also published a 24 
pages supplement entitled, "June Fourth, Ten Years", which was given away free to 
the readers on the anniversary. 
Coverage of the memorial events and other related stories assumed a pattem similar to 
that in the previous years. Both newspapers allowed more time and space for the 
recollection ofthe June 4 Incident, which in tum made the 10^ anniversary a special 
occasion. The past was scrutinized and re-interpreted by the press. Depictions 
and evaluations of the major actors, especially the former student leaders have 
changed significantly. It is also noticeable Ming Pao and some other newspapers 
joined pro-China politicians in de-mobilizing the painful memory of the past. It is 
also found that collective memory of the June 4 Incident was used for marketing 
purposes in addition to maintaining journalistic authority. 
119' 
8.1 Ambiguous Definition of the June 4 Incident 
8,1. lDe-demonizing China 
No obvious resentment against the Chinese government is found in the news reports. 
The violent nature of the Incident is also missing from the media narrative. Labels 
such as "massacre" or "bloody crackdown" are no longer visible. An Oriental 
Daily News story illustrates clearly the avoidance of the negative labels: 
"Ten years ago, after the June 4 Incident, one million Hong Kong people battled 
heavy rainstorm and took the streets, to protest the Beijing government which 
adopted a tough stance [author's emphasis] towards students.，” 
The phrase "tough stance" is ambiguous and value free. Jn some circumstances 
"tough stance" may not be something wrong but rather a correct attitude to achieve 
one's purpose. Contrary to the familiar references to the troops and the tanks, which 
are useful in recalling the brutal images of the suppression, the traumatic past is 
underrepresented. 
Reluctance in labeling the Incident is also found in the concluding remarks of the 
MingPao,s supplement. 
"Ten years ago, Beijing Tiananmen" 
"No matter we call the incident “a bloody crackdown of the pro-democracy 
movement", "a political turmoil" or even "putting down of the riot"; It is 
nevertheless an event that shock the world and is extremely memorable for the 
Chinese of this generation." 
‘Oriental Daily News, June 2, 1999 
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Copy editor Ma San admitted that it is difficult to define the June 4 kicident and the 
editors refrain from encouraging a particular version of the June 4 Licident.^ 
The press remained skeptical about official statements regarding the June 4 Licident 
butjoumalists are more willing to accommodate the views of the Chinese government. 
For instance the press has been critical of frequent news censorship and intimidation 
of journalists by the Chinese authorities. On the eve of the 10^ anniversary news 
transmission of CNN and many other foreign television were interrupted. News 
stories about the interruption presented not only complaints ofthejoumalists but also 
the reaction of Chinese authorities. According to the government spokesperson the 
interruption is "understandable" as "the westem media reports are part of an anti-
Chinese plot". Official views, which were often dubbed as propaganda become an 
integral part of the news story. 
8,1,2 Failings of the Student Movement 
Mainland dissidents and former student leaders are no longer important newsmakers. 
Journalists keep track of these people whenever they have to retell the story ofJune 4 
on the anniversaries. The reputation ofthe dissident in general and the student 
leaders in particular go downhill while the evaluation of the Chinese government is 
generally more positive. 
Wang Dan, inaugurated a global signature campaign for rehabilitation of June 4. 
Before he was released on medical parole Hong Kong media showed keen interest in 
his activities but the interest fades away and the story on his campaign was buried at 
2 Interview Ma San. 
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the left hand comer of the page.^ 
The Oriental Daily News is exceptionally critical ofthe former student leaders. The 
tenth anniversary retrospective consisted mainly of stories about famous student 
leaders in exile and the prominent message is "Student leaders in exile are enjoying a 
luxurious lifestyle", 
Wang Dan eams "a handsome amount" by newspapers and magazines writing. 
Chai Ling wearing a diamond ring is a successful business executive. Shen Tung is 
a "salesman" of the pro-democracy movement who lived in a luxury apartment in the 
U.S. The one-time romantic Wuer Kaixi who married a rich woman in Taiwan 
identify himself as a “new Tiawanese". 
Among the many famous former student leaders Chai Ling was seriously criticized. 
The Oriental Daily News story of Chai Ling starts with an anecdote in Boston. 
According to the reporter there was a demonstration against the visit of Premiere Zhu 
Rongji. Chai Ling showed up and stole the limelight of the media. The reporter is 
obviously indifferent to her tactics: 
“Chai Ling does not come to join other overseas dissidents or supporters of Tibet 
independence. She is not invited to the speech. She just comes here to announce 
to her media friends that she started a high technology company with her friend and 
she is applying for a license as a foreign company. She appealed to Zhu Rongji 
that he should commit to the open door policy and grant permission for her 
company to operate in China.，， 
The journalist emphasizes that Chai, who is no longer active in the pro-democracy 
3 Oriental Daily News, May 25，1999. 
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movement, is just miMng on the democracy movement and the fame as a "former 
student leader." 
"Chai Ling insists that she only want to be an ordinary person. But she never forgets 
her identity as "student leader". She always appears at.the suitablemoment. m the 
"top-class" web-page she does not forget to mention that the fact that she is a two-
time Nobel Prize nominee as a gimmick to promote business." 
Besides alienating the student leaders as beneficiaries of the brutal crackdown the 
student leaders are also made to confess their ‘mistakes，，. According to the 
journalists Feng Congde deserved some credits because he was one of the few that 
could "reflect seriously and admit one's mistakes". 
Feng told Linda Lui, the correspondent for Oriental Daily News in Paris that the 
biggest mistake of the June 4 Incident is that both intellectuals and students had 
misinterpreted the situation. 
"Why there was no resistance after the crackdown across the country? We 
understand later that it is because there was a big gap between the intellectuals, 
students and the people. We just talk about democracy, human rights and the 
mle of law. However, the people were more concerned about their livelihood 
and they did not want disturbances, “ Feng said. 
Wuer Kaixi was asked i fhe would made the same choice ifgiven a chance. His 
answer was uncertain: 
"We have done nothing wrong. Moreover, under those circumstances we have 
tried our best. Except that we could not prevent the casualties. However, if I 
would have known the ending and there were killings, you asked me i f I would 
do it again? My answer would be no." 
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“If we have to sacrifice someone's life to make the society better, do we still 
have to sacrifice those people? Today by no means can I answer this question. 
If I there must be an answer, very likely I will say no. I would rather prefer 
no improvement of the society in order to save lives." 
The only positive commcnts about the former students are found in Part six of the 
series. The situation of the student leaders on the wanted list was summarized in a 
table. The article also reminds readers that some former students, such as Wang Tao 
are still imprisoned for their on-going involvement in the pro-democracy movement. 
Nevertheless the newspaper emphasizes that some students had turned to the business 
world. The most typical was Li Lu, who becomes a successful fund manager after 
graduating from the University of Columbia with a doctoral degree. 
Media resentment towards some famous student leaders is obvious in 1999. Instead 
of criticizing the culprit of the crackdown the media turned to blame the students for 
the tragedy. Nevertheless as Schudson puts it the past is not totally vubierable to re-
write. Part of the past, especially the initial frame of remembrance is resistant to 
changes. Traits of the past are still found in the media narratives of the 10^ 
anniversary. The press still shows respect to those pro-democracy activists in China 
and has not discarded the "student leaders as heroes" frame completely. 
8.2 The Media and the Mnemonic Disputes 
Analysis of anniversary stories in 1999 reveals that the official version of the June 4 
Incident becomes more prominent in the news discourse. Leader of the Alliance, 
Szeto Wah, who returned to the Legislative Council in the 1998 election, tabled for 
4 Oriental Daily News, May 26，1999. 
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the second time a motion to moum those killed in the June 4 Incident. It was voted 
down by pro-Beijing legislators of the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment of 
Hong Kong (DAB) and the Hong Kong Progressive AllianceOHDKPA) as expected. 
Ambrose Lau Hon-chuen of the HKPA claimed the upheaval was orchestrated by the 
U.S. with the intention to mould the world according to its own ideology. Yeung 
Yiu-chung, of the DAB repeated the official line and declared that no one was killed 
in the crackdown and the victims of the June 4 Incident were "bad elements".^ 
The conspiracy theory is nothing new as the Chinese government had used it to 
explain the uprising in 1989 accusing the official broadcaster, Voice of America as 
"black hands" behind the scene. The theory was revived again in May 1999 after the 
bombing of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade. Pro-Beijing politicians borrow the 
theory to dismiss claims of the pro-democracy camp. 
According to Wong Hon Kwan the revival of the pro-Beijing discourse of June 4 is 
related to the power alignment in Hong Kong. They emerged along the journalistic 
preference of power elite as news sources. 
"What they [the pro-Beijing camp] said are not new. Many people have made the 
same comments before. However, once they became legislators what they said 
become news. We just have to report it."^ 
Pro-Beijing political parties became powerful after the handover of Hong Kong and 
their members are considered as more important newsmakers by the media. Though 
the press may disagree with their views on the June 4 Incident, it cannot ignore their 
‘South China Moming Post, May 1999. 
6 Interview Wong Hon Kwan. 
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claims. It is also clear that many newspapers intended to mobilize the public opinion 
towards reconciliation with Beijing. It is remarkable that editorials of several 
newspapers agree with the “drop the baggage" theme advocated by the Chief 
Executive, Tung Chee Hwa. Ming Pao, among others suggested in its editorial that 
Hong Kong people should tackle current issues rather than dwelling on the past. 
The June 5 editorial of Ming Pao appealed to its readers, "We should put sorrow 
behind us"^ June 4 is a tragedy but it is considered as just "breaking of water vats". 
The editorial writer tumed to a folk story in the Shishuoxinyu and told its readers that 
there is no point of looking back. 
‘‘Though the wound will not begin to heal until Beijing's verdict on "June 4，，is 
reversed, we must not allow the trauma to prevent us from drawing lessons from 
the tragedy or finding ways to create a democratic, prosperous new society." 
The editorial suggested, "those in power must take the initiative" "to enable the 
people to put "June 4" sorrow behind them" and 'Ve need not allow ourselves to be 
forever shrouded in sorrow." 
The remembrance of June 4 is also regarded to be mere emotional expressions of 
sorrow or grievances. It is implied that remembrance of the tragedy and holding 
Beijing responsible prevent Hong Kong from "forging ahead". Economic 
development of China is used to qualify its claim of "putting the sorrow behind". It 
is obvious that it is playing the role as a peace monger between the Beijing authorities 
and the Hong Kong people. 
^http://www.mingpao.com/newspaper/archives/990605/enalh.htm 
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"It is better to make small progress than not to make any. History is moving 
forward. Over the past ten years the Chinese economy has been rapidly 
developing, and living standards have gone up on the mainland, but Beijing has 
lagged far behind in political reform. Those in power must now stride forward 
and try to make up for what they have failed to do over the past ten year." 
Two other financial newspapers echoed the views of Ming Pao. The Hong Kong 
Economic Journal, an elitist newspaper in Hong Kong ran an editorial entitled, "Walk 
out of the shadow of June 4，Heal the wounds of the nation”®. The Hong Kong 
Economic Times suggested its readers to “let the rationality of 1997 relieve the grief 
ofJune 4". 
Tung Chee Hwa's "drop the baggage" claim stirred public debate on the meaning of 
the June 4 ltacident and his June 4 view was rejected by some major newspapers such 
as the Apple Daily and the South China Morning Post, which insisted that "June 4 
matters，？ 
Both counter-mnemonic and mnemonic groups evaluate Chinese government 
according to economic development. Those who promote oblivion of the tragic past 
argue that economic development is more important than the rehabilitation of the June 
4 Licident. The group then concludes that it is not necessary to remember June 4. 
8 The Hong Kong Economic Journal, June 4’ 1999 
9 South China Moming Post, June 3, 1999. 
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Supporters of vindication also use economic development of China to justify their 
claims. They believe political reform is necessary for continuous economic success. 
. • . * 
8.3 The Wider Context ofthe 10'^  Anniversary 
Once "a champion" in protesting against the suppression, the city is recovering from 
the first economy recession in 13 years resulted from the Asian financial crisis. 
Overwhelmed by economic problems, dropping property price and the soaring 
unemployment rate, Hong Kong people believe economic wellbeing was more 
important than political rights. 
The post-1997 political economy of the Hong Kong SAR is highly tumultuous. The 
two core questions that interested cultural analysts are the rise of state power and the 
restructuring of the laissez faire capitalism (Ma, 2000). 
8,3,1 State Domination 
During the first year, the SAR government had taken different measures to move the 
polity closer to the mainland. One of the government's efforts was to shift the 
English-based curriculum to a Cantonese-based curriculum with English as second 
language. It was publicized as a measure to halt the territory-wide decline of 
language standards. However, statements by Chief Executive Tung Chee Hwa are 
indicative of a nationalistic motivation behind the shift to "mother-tongue" education. 
Ever since Tung Chee Hwa was selected as the ChiefExecutive he had repeatedly 
emphasized the "Chinese values" over the territory's international and Westem 
characteristics. 
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The state and society relation is a socially and politically difficult problem for Hong 
Kong. The SAR government is required to provide a legal framework for Article 23 
of the Basic Lav/ to deal with subversinn and sedition. Fixated on the notion of 
Hong Kong as a potential "subversive base" the Chinese government insists to 
introduce the national security legislation. 
Although the making of these laws has been delayed there are other nationalistic laws 
being enacted. The National Flag and Emblem Bill is an ordinance that has been used 
to restrict social and political expression although freedom of speech is guaranteed 
under both the Basic Law and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights — to which Hong Kong remains a signatory.^ ® It is unavoidable that there 
will be further legal constraints on civil liberties that in tum ensure greater domination 
by the state. As Nicholas Thomas (1999) observed the domination of the state was 
closely associated with the issue of the construction of the local identity. ‘ ‘ The role 
of the June 4 Incident in the identity forging process became problematic in the post-
1997 period. 
8.3.2 Recession and Interventionism 
While the political stage is marked by state domination, the economic sector is 
overshadowed by interventionism. Affected by the Asian financial crisis the stock 
market index plummeted throughout 1998 and the property market slumped. 
The SAR government used substantial cash reserves to fend off a series ofattacks on 
the Hong Kong dollar. Unemployment rate reached a 15-year high of 4.8 percent in 
1998. The crisis has been dragging on for years and Hong Kong is lagging behind 
1° Two protestors were convicted in May 1998 ofdefacing the SAR and Chinese national flag. 
“Thomas, N. (1999) Democracy Denied: Identity, Civil society and Illiberal Democracy in Hong 
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other Asian countries on the road to recovery. 
8.3,3 Re-nationalization of Hong Kong 
During the colonial days formal education and the media did not provide a historical 
narrative for the members of the territory to contextualize themselves as there was no 
official imperative imposed from above (Ma 1998). The June 4 bicident is one of 
the most critical events that installed a national discourse. While June 4 encouraged 
identification with the mainlanders it also stands as a terrible waming of what could 
happen if things went wrong in the SAR. 
Survey results indicate that locals found national icons unfamiliar, or disliked them 
before and after the transition (Ma and Fung 1999). However, it is noted that Hong 
Kong media are more active in offering a new Chinese national identity. The icons 
that associated with the tragic ending of the 1989 pro-democracy movement have 
taken on new meanings for Hong Kong people. 
The Tiananmen Square, a strong anchor for resentment against the Chinese authority, 
became a place for celebration as the local media were saturated with reports of the 
celebration of the 50^ anniversary of the People's Republic ofChina. Brutal images 
of the People's Liberation Army's that triggered widespread anxiety before the 
handover are gradually fading away. The mediated images of fierce soldiers, heavy 
rifles and pointed knives provoked not only fear of the legitimation of state violence 
but also a sense ofcollectivity (Ma 2000). hi 1997 thousands ofpeople cheered as 
the troops marched across the border in heavy rain and in 1999 the media were 
saturated with reports about the PLA's performance during the celebration ofthe 50^ 
Kong. Ashgate: Hants. 
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anniversary of the People's Republic of China. Smart public relations exercises have 
also enabled the military to bumish its image. 
Reunification with China offers Hong Kong people a new identity position and the 
old discursive boundaries are displaced by new ones. As noted in the previous 
sections the ideological positions of China on different political issues have been 
more available in the Hong Kong media and the official discourse is no longer simply 
rejected as propaganda. 
8.4 Remembering to Forget: Interpreting the Changes in 1999 
The observance ofJune 4，especially the 10^ anniversary is seen byjoumalists as 
more important than the previous anniversaries. Nevertheless both Ming Pao and 
Oriental Daily News preferred to splash the next day of a homicide story in Kowloon 
City. 
Joining other media critics, former editor of the South China Moming Post Johnathan 
Fenby suspected that his counterparts are practicing more self-censorship in their 
treatment of the June 4 coverage. He warned that, "historical memories can be 
dangerous when they tum sour or are exploited by demagogues. But forgetting history, 
or rewriting it to suit the needs of the present, is worse."^^ 
Yet manyjoumalists disagreed. Daisy Lee explained the choice of the newspapers as 
a mere response to market need rather than political calculation: "June 4 is a safe 
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topic for media coverage. It is a common sense even for the Chinese authorities that 
the Candle Light Vigil would go on. There was however no point in hiding the 
candle light vigil." 
Echoing Daisy Lee, Lam Kei Kuen from Ming Pao said, "Sometimes the story of the 
June 4 commemoration is placed in a less prominent position because we don't have 
good photographs to go with it.” "Nowadays good visual is very important in 
making a good story," she added. 
Both Lee and Lam believe that local media organizations would not "wipe out" the 
June 4 story from the news pages but as this analysis shows that June 4 hicident is an 
ambivalent event for the press. 
The local media are widely suspected to be practicing more self-censorship after the 
1997 handover but the biggest threat to a reliable press seems to be sensationalized 
reporting resulting from cut throat competition." Mediated remembrance of the 
past is subjected to the professional practices as well as commercial considerations. 
Both professionalism and commercialization have shaped and reshaped the 
recollection of the past. 
Both Ming Pao and Oriental Daily News produced special retrospective for the 10^ 
anniversary. The 10出 anniversary retrospective ofMing Pao is a 24-page, tabloid 
size supplement while Oriental Daily News commemorates the anniversary with 
special reports published on ten consecutive days. 
12 South China Moming Post, June 7, 1999 
"Interview Lam Kei Kuen. 
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Front-line journalists, rather than news executives in both organizations initiated the 
project. Journalists in both newspapers acknowledged that they felt "an urge" to 
commemorate the 10^ anniversary ofJune 4. Do Lok Man, a Ming Pao editor in 
charge of the making of the retrospective recalled, "The project is initiated by our 
colleagues. We think we should do something. June 4 is-an important event for 
Hong Kong. Some of my colleagues are aware that people are starting to forget it and 
we should remind them."'^ 
It is a common sense among thejoumalists that June 4 is something extraordinary in 
the collective psyche ofHong Kong. They also perceive themselves as legitimate 
"historians" and it is their duty to “remind” people of what had happened ten years 
ago. They believe that their efforts will result in an objective review of the past. 
Journalists prefer to play the role ofinterpreter rather than eye-witness ofhistoric 
events. However, they have different interpretations about the past. According to Do 
Lok Man the journalists involved were divided over the treatment of the historic 
event. 
"We have different views over the retelling of June 4. Some of us insisted that we 
should remind people of the tragic past but some think we should look forward rather 
than looking back," Do said. 
By forward looking means journalists are concerned about what lessons to be drawn 
from June 4 rather than tackling the issues like the reversion of the verdict or finding 
more facts about the Tiananmen tragedy. As a result the horrifying aspect of the 
14 Interview Do Lok Man. 
133' 
June 4 Incident is toned down. The June 4 Incident is not recalled as an atrocity but 
as a matter of survival. Commemoration was not meant for the dead but for those 
who survived. 
The media's commemoration of June 4 can also be understood as a response to 
commercial pressure. The production of retrospectives can also be analyzed in terms 
of its "sales potential". 
Two days before the 10^ anniversary, Ming Pao announced it would give away a 
supplement on June 4. In Hong Kong, newspaper supplements are considered to be 
tools to generate additional advertising revenue. For example, a supplement on 
travel would be used as a platform to attract advertisers from the travel industry. 
Although the June 4 supplement failed to attract any advertiser, it is regarded as an 
"added value" for the readers. 
Intensive coverage of the anniversary is also an outcome ofkeen competition - a 
competition for readership as well as professional recognition. Both the public and 
thejoumalists evaluate the independence of the organization according to its attitude 
towards the June 4 Incident. With supplements or special features on significant 
political events the newspapers would be seen as more professional and credible as 
they provide information of important historical events. 
Most members ofthe Hong Kong press tum to sensationalism for higher circulation 
but credibility is considered important. Recollection of the past serves as an image 
building or "brand building” tool for the media. The commemoration of June 4 is 
thus useful in this regard. 
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8.5 Summary 
As Hong Kong becomes part of China Hong Kong people have to reposition their 
identity. In 1999 it is found that the collective memory ofJune 4 is heavily 
contested and the official version of the past become more salient in both media and 
public discourse. Former student leaders are no longer heroes but they are held 
responsible for the tragedy. The Chinese government is in some sense rehabilitated 
or de-demonized. 
It is also found that the Hong Kong media have adopted a few strategies to distort (or 
"reshape" the frame of remembrance. The media tend to focus on the presumptive 
misdeeds of the former student leaders. They are blamed for their naivete and 
corrupted as they are "enjoying a luxurious life". In contrary, the government's 
misdeeds or wrongs were underrepresented. The media also choose to emphasize 
the economic achievement in China and the consequence for Hong Kong in their 
recollection of the past. Paraphrasing Baumeister and Hastings (1997) these are 
strategies adopted by the Hong Kong media to deceive themselves andjustified 
oblivion. 
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Chapter 9 : Conclusions :The People Will Not Forget 
"But their hope is that people will forget, that they will be distracted, tempted away 
by the trappings of economic progress, by lipstick, washing machines and pop stars 
and mollified by the symbols of a new, modern and seemingly strong China, by 
campaigns on corruption, by patriotic deeds in Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan, the 
Three Gorges dam and whatever else can be conjured to sidestep the past. And 
indeed people forget—we all do~as we succor in that which is easy and comfortable, 
in hope and in optimism.“ 
"But our collective memories are more difficult to erase. Together the people of 
Beijing stood up in 1989, as we did in huge numbers in Hong Kong in the face of 
obdurate power. Here, in the then-British colony, June 1989 was for many, the 
catalyst for an awakening of a long-suppressed political consciousness and identity. 
Collectively this memory remains intact, even the spirit is occasionally flagging.“ 
—Charles Goddard 
"Beijing: The People Will notForget"‘ 
"The People Will not Forget" - It is the title of a book published by sixty-four Hong 
Kongjoumalists who witnessed the Tiananmen events in 1989. More than that, it is 
also their belief and a slogan that the Alliance chant every year during the candle light 
vigil. However, is it just wishful thinking? Do Hong Kong people still remember 
June 4? If they do, which June 4? 
1989 is a blank sheet in the official history ofChina and a subject banned from the 
public discourse. Even if it is reluctantly recalled the June 4 Incident remains a 
"counter-revolutionary rebellion" and the verdict of the government has not been 
changed. As former journalist Bellette Lee observed, China is using the combined 
notion of development and nationalism to contain the memory of the traumatic past. 
The ruling strategy ofthe Dengist and post Dengist regimes works well 一 people's 
1 Charles Goddard (1999) "Beijing: The People Will not Forget’，. Beijing Story. Hong Kong: Hong 
Kong Humanities Press. 
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evaluation of June 4 has changed.^ 
Li Hong Kong the memory work is different. The massacre is well commemorated 
with memorial events being held every year. The mnemonic community constantly 
retells the story of the Tiananmen events in 1989 as a suppression of peaceful 
demonstrators by a cold-blooded government. However, as this thesis indicates, the 
popular version of the past is often challenged by the Chinese government and its 
supporters, who determined to blur the memory. 
The June 4 Incident illustrates the power of the media in framing the initial 
remembrance ofhistoric events. The media dutifully keep the event alive in the 
collective memory by covering the commemorations and anniversaries. But the 
media's role is not only limited to that of a reminder. They are also active agents in 
reshaping the collective memory. They demonstrate a strong desire in interpreting 
the meaning of June 4. In 1989，all newspapers in Hong Kong condemned the 
crackdown but they reassessed the Chinese government and its leaders soon afterward. 
Just one year after the crackdown mainstream newspapers revised their initial 
judgment ofthe events and used more neutral descriptions. Ten years later, as Hong 
Kong becomes a Chinese Special Administrative Region, major newspapers, both 
elitist and the popular press, tell their readers to either "put sorrow behind us" or 
‘^ vaUc out from the shadpw of June 4". 
This study, based on a textual analysis ofthe media reports of the commemoration of 
the June 4 Licident and in-depth interviews withjoumalists, attempted to answer two 
2 Lee, Bellette, "What Boat Are We Rocking, Pals?" Beijing Story. Hong Kong: Hong Kong 
Humanities Press. 
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sets of questions: First, have the media representations ofthe June 4 Licident changed? 
What are the initial frames of remembrance of the June 4 Incident? What elements 
remain and what have been displaced? Second, if there is evidence of 
transformation, how is it related to contextual factors, journalistic practices and media 
economy? . . • . 
1. What are the initial frames of remembrance of the June 4 Incident? How do 
the frames evolve from 1989 to 1999? 
1.1 Initial Frames of Remembrance 
The dominant version of the 1989 student led movement is a story of "good" against 
"evil". The major cast of the story is composed of 1 .Chinese government (and its 
leaders); 2. University students and prodemocracy activists; 3. Beijing citizens, and 4. 
Hong Kong people. 
Peaceful student demonstrators were selfless young people who wanted to save the 
country from political decay, just like their forerunners during the May 4* Movement 
who were suppressed by the warlords. Beijing residents were remembered as 
fearless and righteous compatriots who sacrificed their lives to stop the tanks from 
rolling into the Tiananmen Square. Hong Kong people were also portrayed as 
patriots during the 1989 movement for the support they rendered to the Beijing 
students. On the opposite side was the old tyrant Deng Xiaoping, supported by Li 
Peng and Yeung Sahngkuan, who ordered the People's Liberation Army to murder the 
people in order to stay in power. 
According to the Chinese government, the demonstrations are part of a "counter-
revolutionary rebellion" and the student leaders are "criminals" and "traitors". Only 
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the martial law troops are commemorated as protectors of the republic and true heroes. 
The remembrance of June 4 is marked by two sets of contradicting signification 
devices (depictions and catchphrases) promoted by the opposing mnemonic groups. 
A summary of the major conflicting representations ofthe Tiananmen events and key 
players in the incident ic summarized as follows: 
Mnemonic Groups(Hong Kong) Counter Mnemonic Groups 
(China) 
1 .Nature of the 1989 movement Great patriotic democracy Turmoil, counter-revolutionary 
movement rebellion 
2.The suppression on June 4 Tiananmen bloodbath, massacre, Clearance of the Tiananmen 
brutal crackdown Square, keeping peace in the 
capital city, putting down the 
turmoil 
3..Reasons of the upheaval Anti-corruption, anti- Listigated by blackhands, a plot 
profiteering, demanding of the westem countries 
democracy 
4..Students Young and idealistic，self-less， Criminals, some ignorant and 
brave being used 
5.Beijing residents Sympathizers ofthe students, Hooligans, ignorant people 
brave，self-less, righteous, fine 
spirits 
6.The PLA Murderers, reluctant killers, Martyrs，heroes 
slaughters 
7.The Chinese government and Despots, murderers, slaughters Architect of reform (Deng 
its leaders( Li Peng and Deng Xiaoping) 
Xiaoping and Yang Shangkuan) 
1.2. Shifting Memory of the June 4 Incident 
For the past ten years the media have adopted a similar script in reporting the June 4 
Incident and the commemorative project. They help to focus public attention on the 
June 4 hicident. The common theme of stories about the June 4 anniversary is a 
"battle of remembrance" between the Chinese government, the dissidents and Hong 
Kong people. 
Analysis of media discourse suggests that representations of the key players have 
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shifted in the last decade. The most noticeable changes are found in the ways that 
the student leaders and the government are remembered. Beijing student leaders 
were remembered as heroes or the "future hope of the nation" in 1989. Those who 
were killed or forced to flee were victims ofthe crackdown. As discussed in Chapter 
S the popular press depicted them aknost as the beneficiaries of the failed pro-
democracy movement ten years later. The oppressive Chinese government and its 
leaders are in a way rehabilitated. 
It is also found that different meanings are assigned to the memory ofthe June 4 
Incident for identity construction at different stages of the political transition. 
Media representations ofthe Beijing residents and the Hong Kong people also 
changed. Li 1989，the media gamered a sense ofkinship between Hong Kong 
people and the mainland Chinese by calling each other "compatriots". Mainland 
Chinese and Hong Kong people were positioned standing by one another to fight the 
evil "Communists". As Hong Kong reunifies with China, the media discourage such 
identification and ask Hong Kong people to stay away from the internal affairs of 
China. 
1.2.1 Rehabilitation of the Villain 
Depiction ofthe Chinese government as the oppressive demon is often negotiated. 
This thesis found a growing tendency for the press to accommodate Beijing's 
explanation orjustification of its policy and actions, iistead of dismissing 
arguments and claims made by the Chinese government as propaganda engineered for 
political reasons, the media legitimize their ideological position. Spokesman ofthe 
Foreign Ministry is often quoted defending the decision of the Chinese government. 
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Editorials of the newspapers also remembered the “butchers” or the "murderers" 
differently. The newspapers avoid harsh criticism of the Chinese leaders and under-
represent their negative images. For instance, instead of remembering Deng 
Xiaoping as the one who gave orders to kill, he was remembered in newspaper 
editorials as a great leader committed to economic reform and was just "forced" to 
make the difficult decision. After Deng Xiaoping's death the media gave credits to 
the Chinese government and its leaders for the "benevolence" towards the dissidents. 
Minor policy changes such as "lighter sentence to demonstrators" were over 
interpreted as signs of improvement or commitment to rule oflaw. 
Pro-Beijing politicians are also encouraged to promote their version ofthe June 4 
Incident. The media either seek actively their reflections on the anniversary or 
allocate space for them in the opinion pages to advocate their interpretations of the 
past. 
1.2.2. Blaming the Victims 
Student leaders, who were once considered as heroes, are blamed by the newspapers. 
The hunger strike and the occupation ofthe Tiananmen Square are no longer seen as 
selfless sacrifice but "mis-calculation" of the situation. Li recent years it is common 
for the press to reevaluate the student leaders and their tactics during 1989. Student 
leaders are often asked tp reflect on the pro-democracy movement and made to 
confess their mistakes. The press repeatedly implies they should shoulder the 
responsibility of the massacre, hi other words the victims are becoming victimizers. 
The myth of student leaders as heroes was further challenged by an American 
documentary ‘‘the Gate ofHeavenly Peace’，in 1996. The film was a success in Hong 
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Kong with tickets sold out for several months. It was no coincidence that more 
negative reports of the student leaders were found after 1996. ki 1997 when former 
student leaders Chai Ling visited Hong Kong the press was seen to be highly critical 
ofher. 
On the 10* anniversary of the Incident in 1999 the press attacked the student leaders 
more blatantly. Oriental Daily News criticized their lack of commitment in the pro-
democracy movement. The retrospective of the Oriental Daily News also implied 
that many famous former leaders were corrupt and portrayed them as beneficiaries of 
the failed pro-democracy movement.. They were no longer anti-Communist heroes 
but common people who have fallen prey to the corrupted and materialistic life in the 
west. 
The press is also less sympathetic with the pro-democracy activists in China and 
overseas. Analysis in Chapter 7 ofthe treatment of the mainland dissidents who 
seek asylum on the eve of the handover clearly illustrated such indifference. 
Media exposure of the students and pro-democracy activists is declining. As 
Schudson suggested, these figures become "notes" rather than "news" for the 
journalists. The pro-democracy groups overseas are divided and loosely organized. 
They are considered as opposition groups to the China government by the media. As 
the media no longer regaxd them as reliable news sources they become less 
newsworthy and command less exposure in the press. 
i.2.i. Reconstructing Hong Kong People's Identity 
Ln the last decade, the socio-political processes ofreunification and democratization 
have shaped power distribution in Hong Kong. The sovereignty reversion in 1997 
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triggered “a complicated process of re-sinicization and nationalization of the Hong 
Kong identity" (Ma & Fung，1999). Changes at the political level created the need 
for a new identity and memory ofthe traumatic past, which is problematic for the new 
identity has to be revised. This thesis indicates that at different points of the political 
transition, the recollection ofthe June 4 Incident is being used differently in terms of 
identity forging. 
From a Pan-Chinese to a Hong Kons Identity 
The political transition ofHong Kong started with the signing of the Sino-British 
Joint Declaration in 1984. Many analysts see the years from 1989 to the final 
elections in 1995 as the second stage ofthe transition period. This was a period 
marked by the Sino-British confrontation over the political reform package introduced 
by Chris Patten, the last governor ofHong Kong. 
On the first anniversary in 1990，the commemoration was marked as an international 
Chinese project - all Chinese people in the world expressed their condolence and 
outrage at the massacre. The media emphasized that Hong Kong people were 
joining hands with all Chinese to protest against the tyrants in Beijing. 
The June 4 Incident was notjust a matter ofHong Kong but also a matter of 
worldwide "Chinese". The notion of "one people" (the Chinese people) tend to lend 
more legitimacy to "us",.the British colonial subjects, to condemn the Chinese 
government. 
The media inclined to position June 4 bicident more as a Hong Kong event in 1994. 
With the introduction of the political reform package, Hong Kong people are 
convinced to believe that democracy would guarantee Hong Kong's freedoms and 
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fend off the evil China. They supported the ideas of Chris Patten, which promise an 
open government accountable to the people ofHong Kong. The confrontation 
between the British and the Chinese governments over the political reform package 
had created space for Hong Kong people to participate in politics. After the 
negotiations between the Chinese and Britain broke down China switched its policy 
from promoting co-operation with Britain to that of collaboration between China and 
Hong Kong (Thomas, 1999). 
A liberalized political structure nurtured awareness of political rights which in tum 
help Hong Kong develop its own Hong Kong identity. Within this context 
commemoration of the June 4 Incident became a matter ofHong Kong people vis-a-
vis the Beijing authorities. 
Re-nationalization of Hons Kons 
On the eve of the handover in 1997 the June 4 commemoration was framed as a sign 
of liberties enjoyed by Hong Kong. Instead of commemorating the victims of the 
1989 crackdown the Alliance emphasized the potential danger of suppression by the 
incoming government. The commemoration was turned into a benchmark of the 
‘One country, two systems' policy. 
A sense ofpolitical apathy was prevailing in the newspaper editorials. University 
students who campaigned for erecting a monument ofthe June 4 Incident were 
harshly criticized by the Oriental Daily News. The June 4 Incident was interpreted 
as an intemal affair of China and the readers were told that they would never become 
identical to the mainland Chinese. The June 4 Dicident was a matter ofthe "others" 
not "us". 
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The memory ofthe June 4 Incident is problematic for Hong Kong people who need to 
re-negotiate their identity under the new sovereign. It is found that the newspapers 
tend to contain the past. Instead of reminding Hong Kong people of the traumatic 
past, the newspapers implied that the remembrance of the June 4 Incident was a 
burden that dragged the legs ofHong Kong. 
There is ample evidence that media representation and interpretation of the meaning 
and remembrance of the June 4 Incident have changed. Nevertheless traits of the 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































2. What are the factors intervening in the reshaping of collective memory? 
Analysis in the previous chapters suggests that changes in the narratives of the June 4 
Incident are related to both changes in the socio-political context and the media's 
logic—including news values, professional concems and organizational needs. 
2.1 Reshaping the Past for the Present 
In the early 90's the memory of the June 4 Incident was being used to cohere Hong 
Kong people to form an "anti-Communist" alliance. Overwhelmed by the Asian 
Financial Crisis, economic recession is seen to be a major threat to the Hong Kong 
ways of life after the handover in 1997. Although there have been warnings of 
tighter grip on political freedoms the Sunday march and the candle light vigil continue 
as usual while personal freedoms on the other hand are largely intact. 
Instead of remembering the June 4 Incident as a trauma, the crackdown is considered 
to be "necessary" for political stability and continuous economic development in 
China. The Chinese government is no longer condemned for the killings but often 
credited for the economic achievements. The collective memory of the June 4 
Incident thus becomes ambivalent for Hong Kong's values and Hong Kong people's 
identity. Opinion pollsshowed that more and more respondents believe China is 
improving and democracy is not an urgent need for China. ‘ 
The collective memory of the June 4 bicident is used for different purposes at 
different points in time. Once used to build solidarity, the past is represented as a 
divider that separates Hong Kong and China. It is being used by the media for the 
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purpose of 'othering'. The "us" here should be separated from "them" in the 
mainland. 
Remembering the June 4 Incident as a bloody crackdown on democracy movement is 
an obstacle ofHong Kong's reunification with China as it is politically incorrect to 
criticize China. Listead of asking people to alter their verdict on June 4 the media 
found it less repulsive to ask people to "look forward". The "forward-looking" 
rhetoric is ambiguous: the readers are asked to "drop the baggage" which implies to 
"suppress the indignation at the merciless killings". On the other hand "forward-
looking" implies "do not look at the wrongs committed by the Chinese government". 
Following is a summary of the relationship of the political context, the needs for 
identity construction and the major media frames of the commemoration. 
Year Political Context Identity Media frame 
1990 British-colony A member ofthe worldwide The June 4 ticident a ~ 
Anti-Communist Chinese community patriotic democracy 
movement 
1994 Democratization, more A local Hong Kong identity The June 4 Incident is a 
participation in the tragedy, Hong Kong 
transition people is righteous in 
supporting 
rehabilitation 
1997 Sovereignty change Accommodation of a new The memory of June 4 
Hong Kong-Chinese identity inhibit the smooth 
transition 
1999 State domination • Hong Kong -Chinese , Forget about the past~~ 
according to the "One country, 
|two systems，’ 
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2.2 The Role ofthe Media in Framing Remembrance 
it is evident that the media play an important part in the commemoration project. 
The media focus public attention on the anniversary and related issues by intensive 
coverage. By incorporating the memorial calendar in their newsgathering schedule, 
the media have helped in maintaining the tradition of remembrance. Newspapers 
also provide ample space for the discussion and negotiation of the meaning ofJune 4. 
This research also confirms that Hong Kongjoumalists, as an interpretive community, 
consider themselves being given a special task to guide the public to interpret the past 
and draw lessons from history. They also perceive themselves as the preferred or 
authoritative retellers of the past and it is an obligation to keep the memory of the 
June 4 Incident alive. Such belief accounts for the extra efforts (e.g. retrospectives, 
special reports) beyond routine reporting of the anniversary events. It also explains 
why traits of the past are still prevalent in the media recollection ofthe June 4 
bicident. 
Both the public and thejoumalists see the June 4 Incident as a marker oftheir 
integrity and loyalty to Hong Kong. However the media's inclination to negotiate 
the meaning ofthe June,4 ticident is often overlooked. This study shows that as the 
Chinese government becomes more powerful the media depiction become more 
positive while images ofthe student leaders and the dissidents tum negative. 
Asjoumalistic perspectives are embedded in the underpinning processes ofsocial 
formation and the larger structure ofpower and authority (Lee and Chan, 1987) the 
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distribution of socio-political power in a society also determines the boundary of the 
collective memory. The official version of the June 4 kicident has been more 
prevailing since pro-Beijing fractions have become influential in Hong Kong after 
1997. The media regard them as important newsmakers, which in tum encourages 
the emergence of alternative views. 
Reappraisal of the past is also related to the professional needs of novelty and 
objectivity. "Anything new?" is the primal news judgement. Although the press 
feels obliged to cover the commemoration of the June 4 Licident it tries their best to 
strive for new stories or at least a new angle. This in part explains its inquiry and 
emphasis on the reflections of the student leaders and updating their new ways of 
lives. 
There are other operational considerations that inhibit student leaders from the media 
narrative and enhance negative representations of them. The exiled community is 
geographically far away from Hong Kong and their activities are becoming irrelevant 
to local politics. Constraints of time and resources explain partly the decline of 
media interest in the overseas pro-democracy groups. 
The analysis shows that memory work is affected not only by professional 
considerations but also market considerations. Anticipating greater interest and 
demand of information about the June 4 ticident on special anniversaries, the 
newspapers published special retrospectives or supplements to boost circulation. 
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3. Discussions 
This study has taken media representations ofacritical event as indicators of its 
collective memory. It is fair to argue that media representations are not equivalent to 
what remain in the public's mental terrain. However, the June 4 Incident is a 
complicated but unique case to argue that media representations of the event have 
great impact on its remembrance. Those who lived through the June 4 Incident would 
appreciate the power of the news media to inscribe images of the student-led 
movement in the collective memory ofHong Kong. If scenes of demonstrations and 
the subsequent crackdown had not been seen on television it is not sure ifthe event 
would be anchored in the memory ofHong Kong. 
News media are also important in maintaining the memory ofthe June 4 Licident in 
the public discourse. Ever since the crackdown in 1989，the media remind the public 
about the Incident by reporting the commemoration activities organized by different 
groups and allocating space for the debates on the meaning of the Incident. 
However, they also played an important role in re-framing the remembrance of past 
events. 
As revealed in this thesis, media representations of the Licident have changed since 
1989. Many factors have intervened in the process ofthe transformation. The 
configuration of political power is one of the major forces that transform media's 
evaluation of the major actors, which in tum affect how people remember the past. 
A number of studies have suggested that the mass media, either deliberately or 
unconsciously support the dominant ideology and the existing power structure (e.g. 
Chan, 1987; Tuchman, 1978). Findings in this study support these notions. 
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As China is becoming powerful media representations of the Chinese government and 
its leaders become more positive. 
The present study also reveals that the media's recollection ofthe June 4 Incident is 
also linked to the construction of different social identity. When memories of the 
past are found dubious for identity construction they are more prone to reconstruction. 
Over the last decade, recollection of the June 4 Incident has been used to construct a 
different Hong Kong identity. In the early 90s it was used to gamer solidarity with 
the "democracy loving" mainlanders. When Hong Kong come to realize that the 
Chinese Communist Party is still powerful, commemoration ofthe June 4 Incident 
becomes a Hong Kong affair according to the "One country, Two systems" policy. 
As Hong Kong finally reverts to Chinese rule, the media find that memory ofthe past 
is a major obstacle to the Hong Kong-China relation and start to suggest that the past 
should be forgotten. 
The press has been criticized for practicing self-censorship as it is found toning down 
coverage ofthe June 4 commemoration. However, this study shows that there are 
other forces determining media representations ofhistoric events. Professional 
needs such as objectivity and novelty have helped alternative versions ofthe past and 
pro-Beijing news sources more available. It is also unfair to take diminishing 
coverage of the community in exile as a sign of self-censorship. As discussed earlier 
it is just ajoumalistic and logistic decision. 
Despite the fact that collective memory is negotiable, sociologists like Schwartz and 
Schudson argue that the reconstruction ofthe past is limited. It is impossible to 
rewrite history completely in a pluralistic society when different versions ofthe past 
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are available. However, not all the groups command the same power in accessing 
the media, which in tum enhance the salience of their particular versions ofthe past. 
When one group is becoming empowered, their version would be more dominant and 
vice versa. 
Mnemonic groups such as the Alliance still commands strong public support and it 
tends to focus the public's attention on different aspects of the past to achieve their 
own purposes. However, there are various signs that China would tighten its grip on 
such activities and worries of disbanding the Alliance are sustained. Ifthe Alliance 
is finally proclaimed illegal according to Article 23 ofthe Basic Law, people will be 
intimidated and dare not participate in their activities. It is seen that commemorative 
events are vital for the maintenance of collective memory as the media draw on public 
events to retell the past. Without public events, media coverage would drastically 
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Chinese Language Sources: 
















Survey on People's Opinion on the June Fourth Incident 
Date of survey 10-11/5/93 17-20/5/94 29-31/95 22-23/5/96 27/5/97 26/5/98 24/5/99 
Successful cases 573 504 504 521 531 553 528 
Response rate 54.3% 63.9% 51.7% 45.5% 44.4% 53.6% 48.2% 
Do you think the Beijing students did the right thing in the June 4 Incident? 
Right 58.6% 56.3% 50.0% 53.0% 35.8% 39.4% 45.1% 
Wrong 10.3% 13.5% 12.0% 14.1% 17.4% 15.7% 13.3% 
Hard to say 31.1% 30.2% 37.9% 32.9% 46.8% 44.9% 41.5% 
Do you think the Chinese Government did the right thing in the June 4 Incident? 
Right 5.7% 7.2% 9.0% 6.5% 10.0% 13.3% 12.2% 
Wrong 77.1% 76.7% 71.9% 72.1% 63.1% 55.2% 56.8% 
Hard to say 17.2% 16.1% 19.0% 21.4% 26.8% 31.5% 31% 
Do you think the human right condition in China will better or even worse in three years' time? 
Better 60.7% 37.7% 44.9% 40.6% 55.8% 6l .5% 60.2% 
No Change 18.2% 30.2% 23.8% 27.7% 20.5% 14.6% 20.5% 
Worse 3.7% 6.2% 6.8% 7.9% 5.3% 4.7% 3.5% 
Hard to say 17.4% 25.9% 24.5% 23.9% 18.4% 19.2% 15.8% 
Compared to 1989, do you think China's human right condition has become better or worse? 
Better 68.7% 49.2% 49.5% 43.1% 63.2% 67.6% 69.8% 
Same 22.1% 33.9% 33.9% 38.3% 25.0% 17.5% 21.8% 
Worse 2.4% 8.6% 8.8% 8.7% 3.8% 5.4% 4.9% 
Hard to say 6.8% 8.4% 7.8% 9.8% 7.9% 9.5% 3.5% 
Do you think Hong Kong people have a responsibility to instigate the development ofdemocracy in China? 
Yes 83.6% . 79.3% 79.9% 77.8% 75.2% 73.8% 76.9% 
No 6.1% 8.4% 7.3% 10.4% 13.4% 11.4% 11.4% 
Hard to say 10.3% 12.4% 12.8% 11.8% 11.4% 14.8% 11.7% 
Do you think Hong Kong people have a responsibility to instigate economic development in China? 
Yes — ™ - - 86.3% 87.0% 78.7% 83.8% 
No — — --- 5.2% 5.7% 9.6% 7.9% 
Hard to say — ™ — 8.5% 7.3% 11.6% 8.3% 
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Date of survey 10-11/5/93 17-20/5/94 29-31/95 22-23/5/96 27/5/97 26/5/98 24/5/99 
Successful cases 573 504 504 521 531 553 528 
Response rate 54.3% 63.9% 51.7% 45.5% 44.4% 53.6% 48.2% 
Do you think Hong Kong people should put more effort on instigating development in China's economic or 
democracy? 
Economic 39.9% 40.2% 39.7% 37.2% 47.8% 45.4% 50.1% 
Same 44.1% 36.7% 34.5% 36.3% 27.9% 26.3% 26.3% 
Democratic 11.9% 16.9% 18.8% 17.3% 18.9% 18.3% 16.9% 
Hard to say 4.1% 6.2% 7.0% 9.2% 5.5% 9.9% 6.8% 
Which do you think China needs more :economic or democratic development? 
Economic 52.0% 43.9% 39.9% 42.2% 55.0% 53.5% 53.7<½ 
Same 31.3% 32.5% 34.2% 28.5% 23.5% 21.3% 26.5% 
Democratic 13.5% 17.6% 19.2% 22.0% 16.5% 18.3% 15.4% 
Hard to say 3.2% 6.1% 6.7% 7.3% 5.0% 6.9% 4.4% 
Do you support a reversion of the official stand on the June 4 Incident? 
Yes — — — ™ 49.9% 48.5% 45.6% 
No — — — — 18.9% 19.0% 21.6% 
Hard to say — ™ — — 31.2% 32.5% 32.8% 
Source: Public Opinion Program, Social Science Research Centre，The University ofHong Kong 
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Appendix 2 
Protocol for textual analysis: 
1. Newspapers a. MP b.ODN 
2. Issue Date: a. Year b. Date 
3. Type of Text a. News stories 
b. Editorials 
c. Commentaries 
4. Position of Stories 
5. Size of the Stories 
6. Type of stories: 
a. Straight news reports b. Feature stories c. kiterviews d. Retrospectives 
e. Analysis 
7. News sources in the stories: 
a. Journalist b. Authorities (Chinese/Hong Kong) c. Activists (in exile or in China) 
d. Movement activists (in Hong Kong) e. General Public 
8. The primary theme of the story 
9. Evaluation ofJune 4 (as the original movement): metaphors /catchphrases used 
10.Evaluation of the memory of the movement (as it is) 
11.The notion ofresponsibilities for the massacre: the students, the authorities, the 
People's Liberation Army 
12Justification of the crackdown: Crackdown is necessary for stability / Crackdown 
is brutal and can be avoided. 
13. The rehabilitation of the Movement: a democratic /patriotic movement or a 
turmoiV an incident 
14. Meaning ofJune 4 - an old baggage/ a signpost of the people's conscience/an 
ongoing movement 
15. The appeal of the Alliance: - Li Peng step down, Down Deng Xiao Ping, End 
One Party Rule, Release the Movement activists, Rehabilitate 89 Democratic 




Name of informant: 
Organization: 
Date ofInterview: 
Role of informant: a. Journalist b. Activists 
Part A: 
The questions of the interviews ofjoumalists were constructed along the following 
lines: 
1. Can you describe your role in the reporting / making of June 4 anniversary stories ？ 
2. Can you describe the preparation and making of these anniversary stories? 
3. What are the main concerns in making these stories? Jn other words, what are the 
elements you considered important to make a good story? 
4. Do you consider this the best way to make the anniversary stories? 
5. Can you compare the attention/ resources placed in covering this event over the 
years? 
6. How often you refer to the archive in writing up stories about the anniversary? 
7. How do you decide on the selection of news sources? 
8. Do you feel compelled to pick up a new angle every year? 
9. Do you think about the readers' reaction when you write up the stories? 
10. Are there any instructions from your superior regarding how to package the 
stories? 
11. How do you evaluate June 4? Do you have any first hand experience of the 
actual event in 1989? Do you think that affect what you think about the event and 
report about it? 
PartB. 
Questions for interviews with Activists of the Alliance 
1. Can you describe the relations between the Alliance and the press relating to the 
commemoration of June 4? 
2. Do you see any changes in this relations over the years? 
3. Is there any publicity plan for the commemoration? Can you describe your 
communication strategy? 
4. How do you evaluate the effectiveness of this strategy? 
5. How do you evaluate the media reports about June 4 and the impact of media 





Daisy Lee Editor, Apple Daily 
Wong Hon Kwan Editor, Apple Daily 
Lai Sek Fun Editor, The Sun 
Do Lok Man Editor, Ming Pao 
Lam Kei Kuen Reporter, Ming Pao 
May Lai Reporter, Ming Pao 
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